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pill, that this House was never engaged ina more 
useless, idle, and mischievous discussion than has 
employed it for the last two days. And why? 
Simply because if this bill passes, the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army would have no more author- 
ity and no more power upon the subject than he 
already had under existing laws adopted without 


. . | 
debate, controversy, or discussion, by the almos@)) 


universal consentof this House at its last session. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I beg to 
suggest to the gentleman from New York that 


the provisions of existing law, to which he refers, | 


were adopted on the report ofa committee of con- 
ference, on Which the previous question was de- 
manded, and no opportunity afforded for discus- 
sion or examination. There were gentlemen who 
saw this feature ofthe bill atthe time, and were op- 
posed to it, but no opportunity was afforded them 
to place on record their objections. 
and, thank God, I voted against the whole bill. 

Mr. OLIN. The gentleman may be correct, 
and unquestionably is, in reference to one of these 
statutes, but the same provision is also contained 
in another statute. I wish to call the attention of 
the House to the provisions of two several bills 
passed at the last session of Congress, both ap- 
proved on the 37th of July, 1862. bask the Clerk 
to read the eleventh section of the ‘*Act to sup- 
press insurrection, to punish treason and rebel- 
lion, to seize and confiscate the property of reb- 
els, and for other purposes.”’ 

The Clerk read, as: follows: 

“ Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States is authorized to employ as many persons 
of African descent as he may deem proper for the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion, and for this purpose he may organize 
and use them tn such manner as he may judge best for the 
public wellare.”’ 

Mr. OLIN. 
observation in reference to that section. There 
isa power, full and plenary, to enlist, organize, 
and officer, as the President may see fit, any num- 


ber of colored persons that may enlist in the ser- | 


vice. And what does thatimply? It implies that 
he may provide all such military regulations as 


he deems necessary to complete that organization, | 


including the appointment of officers to command 
such organizations. I now ask the Clerk to read 
from the other law to which I have referred, the 


* Act to amend the act entitled ‘Ap act calling | 


forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions,’ ap- 


proved February 28, 1795, and the acts amenda- | 


tory thereof, and for other purposes.”’ 


ye " | 
The Clerk read the twelfth and fifteenth sec- 


tions of the act, as follows: 


“Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to receive into the service 
of the United States, for the purpose of constructing in- 
trencliments, Or performing camp service, or any other 
labor, or any military or naval service for which they may 
be found competent, persons of African descent, and such 
persons shall be enrolled and organized under such regula- 
tions, not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws, as 
the President may prescribe.’ 

“Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, Thatall person?who 


have been or shall be hereafter enrolled in the service of | 
the United States under this act shall receive the pay and | 
ratious now allowed by law to soldiers, according to their | 


respective grades: Provided, ‘That persons of African de- 
scent, Who under this law shall be employed, shal! receive 
ten dollars per month and one ration, three dollars of which 
monthly pay may be in clothing.” 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. | wish toask the gentleman 
from New York if that law does not refer to free 
negroes and not to slaves? Was not that dis- 
tinctly understood ? 

Mr. OLIN. I know of no such understanding 
here orelsewhere. And it isimpossible, in the face 
of the statutes I have quoted, there should have 
heen such understanding as the gentleman speaks 
of. The statute is so plain that he who runs may 
read and understand. 

I trust now, Mr. Speaker, the House will see 
how little oceasion there was for this controversy ; 
how little occasion there has been for this debate 
and ill-feeling; how little occasion there has been 
for sending out speeches to the country, to be read 
by every soldier in your Army, asking him to con- 
wider-himeelf disgraced, humiliated, and insulted, 


1 saw them, | 


Now, sir, I wish to make this | 
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because of the Government employing in the land | 


and naval service colored persons. 1 ask gentle- 
men to consider for a moment, in view of the stat- 
utes | have quoted, how little occasion there has 
been for all this controversy, all thisangry debate, 
all these disgraceful proceedings in this House in 
connection with this bill. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois. If there is no occasion 


| for this proceeding, if itis all provided for by law, 
l ask the gentleman what occasion there was for | 


the other side of the House pressing the measure | 


atall? 
Mr. OLIN. I believe there would have been no 


| occasion for it if the Llouse had sent the bill to the | 


| Military Committee for examination. 





Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois. If it is all provided 
for by existing law, what induced the introduc- 
tion of the bill at all? 

Mr. OLIN. | can say in reply, | suppose the 
fact to be that the gentleman who antroduced this 
bill was not entirely familiar with the existing 
laws upon this subject, or at least had not care- 
fully considered their full scope and legal effect, 
and that is a reason why all matters of importance 


should go through the ordinary channels of legis- 
lation, 


Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois. The answer is highly 
complimentary to the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. OLIN. Just as complimentary to him as 
to you, young man; for he evidently could not 


have known less upon this subject than you. | 


[Laughter.} Now, it has been said here, in advo- 
cacy of this measure, that the Secretary of War 


and the heads of other Departments of the Gov- | 


ernment believed it to be necessary and asked for 
its passage. | am inclined to think that statement 
istrue. lam also inclined to think that neither 
the Secretary of War nor the President nor any 


one who advised the adoption of this bill was fully | 


aware of the existing legislation upon the sub- 
ject. Nor is it strange. I should like to know 
what man is thoroughly familiar with all the pro- 
visions of all the acts in reference to military wat- 
ters alone, we have passed during the last eighteen 
months. Look, 1 pray you, at the great number 
and variety of the acts of this Congress, and con- 
sider the importance of the provisions they con- 
tain. I venture to say that there have been more 
important acts passed by the present Congress— 
whether wise or unwise I will not affirm, but 
deeply affecting the most vital interests—than have 
heen passed in a quarter of a century before. 

It is therefore not at all surprising that the 
Secretary of War or the members of this House 
should be ignorant of many of our enactments, 
especially if we consider the way in which many 
legal enactments have recently been made. A great 
many bills have become law, with sections here 
and there injected into them by way of amend- 
ments in the course of their passage, and which 
really have no relation or relevancy to the sub- 


ject-matter of*the bill, and are as much out of 
place, as the devil would be in the kingdom of 


heaven. [Laughter.] So that we are compelled, 


before being able to affirm whatis or what is not | 


the law, to wade patiently through the statute 
book; we must make a complete revision of the 


whole body of laws before we cantell whatis the | 


existing law upon any panes of legislation for 
the last twelve months. do not speak of this 
by way of complaint. Perhaps it was to a great 


extent unavoidable in the excited condition of the | 


House and country. A vast amount of labor 
was thrown upon this House, at a time when 
the House was least able to perform that labor 
well and wisely. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I stated on a former occa- 
sion that this bill should have my support; and 
at the time I so stated, I expressed my belief that 
this bill in no essential feature of it changes the 


provisions of existing law, except in one import- | 


ant particular. The billintroduced by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Waysand Means (Mr. 
Stevens] provides that the negroes who may be 


thus enlisted in the Army should be paid the or- | 


dinary rate of wages and bounties allowed to the 
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white soldiers. Sovae member says that Lam mis- 
taken in that. 


A Member. It Says, ho more, 

Mr. OLIN. That amounts to the same. The 
bill leaves to no tribunal to determine how much 
less the colored soldier should be paid than the 


| white soldigr, and under such a provision he could 


justly be paid no less, He will, therefore, be paid 
the same as the white saldier, Under the exiat- 
lug law the colored soldier is paid ten dollars per 
month. The existing law bas, in my judgment, 
this merit over the proposed law: it gives full and 
plenary power to the War Department to raise, 
arm, equip, and officer as many of these colored 
people as the public exigency may seem to re- 
quire, leaving all matters properly of detail or 
military regulation to the President, to be gov- 
erned by circumstances. The existing law leaves 
these details to the President, to act asin his judg- 
ment should become necessary to carry out the 
objects which the law was cnacted to secure. 

It will thus be seen, sir, that there was no occa- 
sion for the introduction of this bill, and, of course, 
no necessity for this excited, heated, and paru- 
san debate, which could only arise upon a prop- 


| osition to repeal the various provisions of law | 


| session of this Congresg. 


have quoted, and which were evacted at the last 
But whatever | may 
say upon this subject is-doubtless entitled to but 
little consideration from this louse. Ll beg, hows 
ever, to suggest that hereafter, when the House 
thinks a subject worthy of consideration at all, 
whether it is not both wise and prudent to refer 
such subject to the legitimate committee, and sub- 


ject it to the ordinary safeguards thrown around 


legislation in this Elouse. Ifthe House shall 
profit by these few days of experience, some- 
thing will have been gained, and it will hereafter 
refer to the appropriate committee the business 
which legitimately belongs to it, and hold such 
committee to a just respousibility for the proper 
discharge of its duties. 

One or two considerations have been urged in 


| support of this bill, which, in my judgment, are 
| of no weight, and would be ludicrously absurd if 
| not urged byagentleman for whose opinions | en- 


| terlain great respect. 


| existing law? 


It is said that this bill is 
necessary in order to place the colored soldier upon 
the same footing with white soldiers with respect 
to their treatment as prisoners of war, Llow do 
the provisions of this bill, in that respect, alter the 
Does it accompl'sh, or propose to 
accomplish, anything on that subject which 1s not 
accomplished by the exisung law? Certainly not. 
If they are enrolled as soldiers in the military ser- 


vice of the United States, is not the Goverument 


bound by every principle of law, and by every 
principle of honor, to protect them as soldiers? Cer- 
tainly no one can deny that. The fact of receiving 


/ and enrolling them as soldiers in the military ser- 


' 
' 


vice of the United States, obligates the Govern- 
ment so to treat them as to insure to them the rights 
of combatants. The pretext, therefore, that this 
law is necessary to secure to the colored soldier 
any right he would not have under the exisung 
law, is absard, ifitdid not come fom a gentieman 
(Mr. Bineuam] for whom | have a high respect. 
The pretense is idle that this bill will accomplish 
any change in the existing law on that subject. 
This bill does not provide that every person of 
Atrican descent, hereafter accepted into the mili- 
tary service, shall, when taken captive, be treated 
as a prisoner of war, And if it did, would that 
impose any edditional obligation upon the United” 
States beyond what weuld grow out of the exist- 
ing law? If the Government receives into its ser- 
vice any person, white or black, and as a soldier 
in the Army, can it be doubted that from that mo- 
ment he is entitled to all the rights of a soldier, and 
that the good faith and whole power of the Gov- 
ernment are pledged to secure to him those rights? 
On the other hand, would any act of Congress on 
this subject impose upon our rebel enemies any 
obligation to treat the colored soldier, when taken 
captive, as a prisoner of war? They deny and 
abhor your authority. 

There is an objection urged against this bill ia 





GOS. ie Sd | 


reference to which I will say a word or two, It 


is alleged with great unanimity by gentlemen from 
the border States and by our Democratic friends, 
that this measure will create alarm and apprehen- 
sion in the border States, and discontent in the 
Army; and, especially, that it will further alien- 
ate the people of the free States from the support 
if the Administration, and serve only to excite 
and imbitter a partisan feeling among the people 
atlarge. I admit, sir, that there is force in this 
argument, not because of its intrinsic justice, but 
simply because the argument appeals to those pas- 


sions and prejudices which, however unreasonable, | 
have had for years past so potent an influence in | 


shaping the destinies of the Republic. This con- 
temptible bugbear, that this is a measure forced 
upon the country in furtherance of a scheme to 
enforce and establish an equality, social and polit- 


ical, between the white and black race, would de- | 


serve nothing butcontempt, had we not been taught 
by the lessons of experience and by every page of 
the world’s history that it is the part of a wise and 
discreet statesman to deal with men and legislate 


for men with careful reference to what they really | 
are, with all their passions, follies, and prejudices | 


upon them, not with reference to what they ought 
tobe. lam inclined to think that this objection, 
though worthy of careful consideration, is much 
exaggerated by the opponents of this bill. 

How is it now inthe Navy? There has never 
been anywhere, exceptin Congress, any aversion 
to the employment of black or colored seamen on 
board of the United States vessels of war; and 
the uniform testimony has been in favor of their 
good conduct and cfliciency in such service. It 
is true that our white seamen have not often had 
the opportunity of reading the debates in Con- 
gress or articles in the newspapers demonstrating 
the degradation to which they have been subjected 
in serving on board the same ship with a colored 
person. | know well howeasy it is,if you will but 
tell a man from day to day that he has been dis- 


graced, insulted, orabused, to induce him to believe | 


it. Fortunately for the interests of the country, 
our seamen have beeen mostly out of the reach of 
congressional debates and newspaper articles, and 


that may account for the peaceable and harmo- | 


nious coéperation on shipboard of white and col- 
ored seamen. Now, whether the colored man will 
make a good soldier, whether he will be of any 
considerable service in this great exigency of the 
Republic, | have no means of judging beyond 
those of every manin this House. We have all, 
I suppose, but a limited information on that sub- 
yect. 
fact that Congress authorizes the enlistment of the 
negro, it is to be inferred or taken for granted that 
the white people of the loyal States cannot crush 
this rebellion, as asserted by the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 1 do not think that this measure can 
justly or properly afford any evidence in the pub- 
lie mind that the loyal white population are not 
fully adequate to the task of sustaining the Gov- 
ernmentand vindicating the laws. I therefore can- 
not agree with the two gentlemen from Kentucky, 


that the passage of this bill would be a confes- | 
sion on the part of the free people of the North | 


that they cannot sustain the Government and ulti- 
mately conquer an honorable peace. Have we 
not the right to bring to the support of the Gov- 


ernment whatever willaiditinthiscause? If these | 


negroes can give us one particle of help, why 
shall we not have it? It is no answer to say that 
the white people of the North have strength enough 
to suppress this rebellion. The question is, how 
best can the rebellion be speedily suppressed ? 
If this bill will help to accomplish that object, 
then it ought to be passed. It is the duty of the 
Government not only to suppress this rebellion, 
but to suppress it quickly, and for that purpose to 
make use of every instrumentality which God and 
providence and the rules of civilized war offer us. 

A few words in reply to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Penpteton,} who has just addressed 
the House upon this subject. I understood him 
to say—and if | misunderstood him he will cor- 
rect me—that of all these bills, and the various 
amend ments to them, he preferred that of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, and, 
as! mferred from his remarks, though not pre- 
tending te quote his language, because it was most 
odious and most outspoken. 


But I do not think, sir, that from the mere | 


|| nicious. 
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the most odious, but because it expressed in lan- 
guage that which in the other bills and substitutes 


and amendments, except those offered by the gen- || 


tleman from New York, [Mr. Diven,] the geutle- 
man from Kentu@ky, [Mr. Wickuirre,} and the 
gentieman from Indiana, [Mr. Porrger,] was left 
to intendment and construction. 

Mr.OLIN. Idid not hear the gentleman fully. 
Will he repeat to the House why it was that he 
preferred the bill of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania (Mr. Stevens] to all the others? 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
ferred that was this: 
which IL have mentioned, all the bills provided for 


‘| the enlistment of slaves as well as freemen; the 


slaves of loyal men as well as‘disloyal; and for 
the eotabliehment of recruiting depots in slave- 
holding States. His bill provided for that ex- 
pressly, whereas the others did it by intendment 
and construction. I therefore preferred the bill 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, because it 


| was more frank and outspoken. 


Mr. OLIN. Then, Mr. Speaker, with this ex- 


planation, [ have not very much misrepresented | 
the gentleman from Ohio. It amounts to this, that | 
the bill of the gentleman from Pennsylvania was | 


frank and outsyoken upon all the points in refer- 


| ence to which the gentleman from Ohio was bit- | 
terly and openly opposed; and he prefers that a | 


bill shall be presented to this House which shall 
engross more of the public hostility and hatred 
than any other bill upon this subject. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I fear very much that the 
gentleman, in giving utterance to a sentiment like 


| that, most unwittingly betrays the spirit with 


which he now tenders his aid to the General Gov- 
ernment in this hour of her trial. Is it the part 


of you or of me, Mr. Speaker, at this hour, to || 
attempt to subserve this or that party purpose || 
| without reference to the common good? 
| part of patriotism to seek to render any bill that 


Is it the 


may be passed by this House as hateful as pos- 


| sible, in order that it may become the subject of 
‘| popular clamor and odium out of it? 
| not the gentleman better employ his great talent, 
| which we have all witnessed and admired; would 


Would 


he not better satisfy the promptings of his own 


; heart,in an effortto make every act of legislation 
of this House conform as near as possible to the || 
| dictates of hisown judgment and the wants of the 
| nation? 


If it Was odious, could he not make a 
patriotic effort to render it less so; if it was defec- 
tive, should he not bring his talents to cure those 
defects? But, sir, | regretto say, [ amcompelled 
to say, that the temper and spirit the gentleman 


| from Ohio hasevineed has been too often brought 
| to the consideration of most of the 
' brought before this House during the present ses- 


measures 


sion. TL regretit. Ihave not indulged in it, and 
[ will not indulge in it. However limited my 


_ abilities may be, they shall be brought into requi- 


sition only to subserve what I believe to be for the 


| best interest of the country, and not of a party. 


Now, the gentleman ventures the opinion that 
if this bill passes it will render a restoration of the 
Union impossible. Well, sir, this is the individ- 
ual opinion of the gentleman, entitled, doubtless, 
to great weight with this House, certainly en- 
titled to weight with me, or I would not have 
mentioned it. But, before any great importance 
is attached to the opinion, I beg the House to re- 
member that ordinarily acts of legislation do not 


| escape the observation of the gentleman from Ohio. 


He will not say to the House that he was unaware 
last July that this precise measure, in all its mag- 
nitude, in all its scope, and with all the authority 
now proposed to be conferred upon the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of War, was then enacted 
into law. How does it happen that the gentleman, 
ever watchful of the public interest, did not dis- 
cover that in July last the Union received its 
death wound? [ think I can tell you the reason, 
Mr. Speaker. 1 think I can tell you the reason 
why measures which last July were either harm- 


| less or necessary in the opinion of some gentle- | 


men are now professedly regarded as most per- 
There is now a persistent effort made 
by the gentleman, and those in concert with him, 


| on every oceasion to throw every obstacle in the 


way of, and if possible to bind the arms of the 
Administration, and prevent the successful pros- 


' ecution of this war, and, having in this way par- 
Mr. PENDLETON. The gentieman will ex- | 


alyzed its efforts, then to denounce it before the 


“nse me. [did not aay I preferred it beeause it was |) people for a want of energy and ability in the con- 


, duct of the war, and thereby seek to ride jn: 


The reason why I pre- |' 
that, with the exception | 


| wish to say it to the House. 
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wer. 
Sir, the men who, in the State of New York, 
to-day occupy its high places, obtained them un- 
der the delusive promise of urging a more vigoy- 


ous prosecution of the war, and a more honest 


' faithful discharge of public trusts. We know that 


these pretenses on the part of the leaders in this 
movement are false and delusive. The people 
will holt] these men to a strict and rigid fulfi)-. 
ment of their pledges and promises, and woe to 
that man or that party who attempts to betray 
them or their cause. ‘They will find, when the 
great popular heart is touched upon this subject, 
that its pulse is still loyal and patriotic, and that 
they will spurn from their midst those who de- 
ceive or betray as they would the worst enemieg 


| of our race. 


1 desired to say one word to my friend from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Davis,] who, perhaps, has 
left the House. It may not, however, be very im- 
portant that he should hear me, but I nevertheless 
1 think it is exceed- 
ing bad taste, and | always regret to hear it ut- 
tered, that this war must be a-war of subjugation 
of the one section or the other. Now, there are not 
many prophets in these days, as we have learned, 
from high examples during the few years past, 
that the gift of prophecy is withheld in these latter 
days. | venture to affirm, however, that when this 
war is prosecuted for any other purpose than a 
restoration of the Union, under the Constitution, 
it becomes a wicked war, justified by no principle, 
human or divme. I said that early in this con- 
troversy, and I repeat it now. The only justifi- 
cation, in the sight of Heavenand our countrymen, 
and in the sight of posterity, will be, that we fight 
these battles in vikeaies of the Constitution and 
the laws; and the moment you depart from that 
purpose you sully and dishonor the great causg, 
and when some future Tacitus shall write the his- 
tory of this disastrous period, he will close with 
the melancholy reflection that this was an age of great 
events and of little men. Let us hear no more said 
upon the subjugation of anybody, but strive and 
pray that we may see our arms successful in the 
vindication of the laws. 

I have indulged the hope that when this cursed 
tyranny which now presses upon the people of 
many of the slave States is lifted from them by 


| the strong arm of the Government, they will come 
| around the old flag with tears in their eyes and 


thank youas their deliverers. While I would treat 
with as much severity as would any man in this 
House the men who have been foremost in insti- 


| gating and are carrying on this rebellion, its lead- 


ers, | would not treata whole people with all the 
condign punishment which ought to be meted out 
to Davis and his immediate followers; and for 
this simple reason, that the Government has not 
afforded them that protection for their homes and 
firesides which it owed them. We seem to forget 
that. I think, Mr. Speaker, that, in a measure of 
this sort, the gentlemen from the slave States wlio 
are familiar with all the social relations and con- 
ditions of that people are entitled to be heard on this 
subject and their views calméy considered, and that 
they should not be taunted, constantly taunted, as 


| being disloyal to the Governmenit—men, too, who 


have periled their all for the love of the Union. It 
has Teen an easy matter, sir, for you and me, Mr. 
Speaker, to give in our adhesion to the old flag. 
It would have been a pretty difficult thing, in my 
neighborhood, to have avoided it. Some tried it; 
but the attempt was found too perilous and aban- 
doned. We cannot very weil afford, until we have 
taken up a musket at least, and bared our breast 
to the storm, to vaunt our patriotism. Much less 
can we afford to denounce others who have given 
their adherence to the Union when such adhesion 
put their lives and all they held dear in peril. 
Sir, I dislike all this sort of thing. I have been 
in this House some six years, and [ shall soon 
retire from it, God willing, with more satisfaction 
than l entered it. [I shall carry with me the con- 
solation that | have done what little I could to 
bring all the friends of the Union to strive unitedly 
for its restération. What little I could do I have 
done. How feebly that was performed no one 
knows better than myself. I have now said all 
that I desire to say in regard to this measure. 
Mr. MAYNARD. It is more than two years 
since the secession of South Carolina was an- 
nounced to this House—two years of gloom to the 
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country, and of horrible darkness to the South. 
Unlike those who, on principle, shut their eyes 
gnd turn their backs upon the past, I shall attempt 
to penetrate It, and study it for the benefit of my 
immediate constituents, and from their point of 
view. 

One of the most obvious and striking facts is 
the utter falsehood of those who inaugurated this 
terrible reign of anarchy and misrule—falsehood 
in recounting the past, falsehood in expounding 
the present, and falsehood in prognosticating the 
future. [cannot forbear repeating aremark made 
to me in this city on the Sth of March, 1861, by 
a gentleman then and for many years a member 
of this House from the State of Virginia, that se- 
cession was nothing but the effect of a monstrous 
system of lying. How these men falsified their 
own conduct and motives is pretty well under- 
stood. How they maligned the great body of the 
northern people ought to be equally clear; not 
only the party who, by theirown contrivance, had 
accidentally succeeded to the administration of the 
Federal Government, but their opponents, who, 
they told us, had promised them to fight for them 
in case of war. They knew, or ought to have 
known, that the very men who had been most 
ready to make concessious for the preservation of 
the Union, would, of all others, fight the hardest 
to preserve it when it was manifest that nothing 
but fighting could save it. They knew, or ought 
to have known, that the northern men who would 








consent, on any terms, to the disruption and de- | 
nationalization of their country were toocontempt- | 


ible in numbers and too infamous in character 
to influence results—that their proportion to the 


whole population was not a hundredth part as | 
great as that of Judas Iscariot to his fellow-dis- 


ciples, men and women all told. 


Much of their falsehood may charitably be im- 


puted to their ignorance. For never was a setof 
men, who arrogated the title of statesmen, and 


who had so long held the position of statesmen, | 


that knew so littte of the people or the resources 
of the country they had been concerned in gpvern- 
ing. Hence, when they told us the northern men 
were a race of@wards and would not fight, they 
probably believed it; when they assured us that 


one southern man was the equal in fight of five | 


Yankees, or abolitionists, as they contemptuously 
and indiscriminately call all northern troops, they 
may have believed that; when they declared that 
all we of the South had to do was to show a bold 
frout,and the North would back down, their past 
experience may have led them to believe this also; 
when they urged forward the volunteers, with the 
prospect of seizing Washington in a few weeks, 


and thence passing swiftly on through Philadel- | 


phia, to plunder the vaults of Wall street, and the 
stores of Broadway, it is by no means certain that 
they did notindulge in such delusions; when they 


asserted, with the late Secretary of the Interior, | 


“thatthe North is dependent on the South for its | 


prosperity, the South is not dependefton the North 


for anything necessary to her material welfare,’’ it | 


is very likely that they had heard the same thing 
repeated so often without contradiction as to sup- 
pose it to be true; when they told us that a suspen- 
sion ofsouthern trade and patronage with the North 


would be attended with starvation and bread riots | 
in northern cities, they little thought that in less | 


than twelve months they themselves would be re- 
sorting to every dirty shift and contemptible device 
to resume as much of the old trade as would keep 
them from nakedness and starvation; when they 
proclaimed that these same Yankees ‘‘are great on 
cheap devices for manufacturing; on building and 
working steam engines, and all sorts of mechan- 


ical contrivances; on organizing magnificent ho- | 


tels on thievish principles; making wooden clocks 
and wooden nutmegs, and ‘notions’ generally; 
but when you come to statesmanship and gen- 
eralship—the capacity for empire—that’s beyond 
their bend;’™ itis not clear thata blind self-esteem 
and an equally blind contempt for their neighbors 
did not combine to give credit in their minds to the 
assertion; when they cried cotton was king, and 
would force recognition and obedience not only 
from their servile fellow-countrymen, who de- 
pended fora livelihood upon their ** talent for base 
mechanics,”® but from the rulers of the civilized 
world, they conceived themselves but uttering one 


of the first principles of our political economy. || 


ee 





* Richmond Whig, July 12, 1861. 
. 
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Indeed, the ignorance of this lordly and insolent 
oligarch y is equaled only by its ineflable baseness. 

I say this oligarchy, for it is known that the 
men who concocted and now control the thing 
they call the southern confederacy, are not as 
numerous, in point 
chess-board. It 


of fact, as the figures on a 
is emmently a close corpora- 
tion, and was so intended to be. The men who 
compose it are for the most part the same clique 
well known for years in this city as claiming ex- 
clusive jurisdiction over the Democratic party, 
and as assuming such absolute authority over 
‘the South,’’ that even now a great mayy peo- 
ple suppa@e there are no other persons of con- 
sequence in that part of the country. The late 
Mr. Douglas, the great leader of the northern 
Democracy, understood them thoroughly, and 


! ceased not until the close of his life to make war 
, upon them. 


There are those within the reach of 
my voice who also knew them, and can testify 
to their utter perfidy, who have been the victims 
of their want of principle, and whose self-respect 
has suffered from their insolent and overbear- 
ing demeanor. They, like a certain school of 
ancient philosophers, had two sets of principles 
or doctrines, an exoteric and an esoteric; one for 
outsiders, the other for themselves; the one was 
‘* Democratic principles’? for the Democratic 
party; the other was their own, and without a 
name. No northern man was ever admitted to 


| their confidence, and no southern man, unless 


it became necessary to keep up their numbers, 
and then not until he was thoroughly known 
by them, and known to be thoroughly corrupt. 
Some northern men, and many southern men 
were, afier a fashion, petted and patronized by 
them, as a gentleman throws from his table a 
bone or a choice bit to a favorite dog; and they 
imagined they were conferring great favor there- 
by, which could be requited only by the abject 
servility of the dog. ‘To hesitate, to doubt, to 
hold back, to stop, was to call down a storm of 
wrath that few men had the nerve to encounter, 
and still fewer the strength to withstand. Not 
only in the political circles, but in social life, 
theirrule was inexorable, their tyranny absolute. 
God be thanked for the brave men who had the 
courage to meet them and bid them defiance, first 


| at Charleston, in April, 1860, and then at Balti- 


| there is the most conclusive evidence. 


more in June. To them is due the credit of de- 
claring war against this intolerable despotism. 

Many of us who were here in the winter follow- 
ing the presidential election had ab opportunity 
to observe somewhat of the workings of the con- 
spiracy. The debates of the two Houses read 
curiously by the lightof subsequentevents. That 
the whole plan of operations originated in this city, 
and all the movements were directed from here, 
On the 
morning of the 11th of January, 1861, appeared in 
the leading column of the National Intelligencer 
an article of a character so remarkable that | can- 
not forbear to invite the attention of the House 
and of the country to it: 


‘* DisuNION ProGramMMe.—The subjoined communica 
tion, disclosing the designs of those who have undertaken to 
lead the movement now threatening a permanent dissola 
tion of the Union, comes to us from a distinguished citizen 
of the Sout, who formerly represented his State with great 
distinction in the popular branch of Congress. ‘Temporarily 
sojourning in this city, he has become authentically in 
forined of the facts recited in the subjoined letter, which he 
communicates to us under a sense of duty, and for the ae 
euracy of which he makes bimseif responsible. Nothing 
but assurances coming from such an intelligent, reliable 
source could induce us to accept the authenticity of these 
startling statements, which so deeply concern not only the 
welfare but the honor of the southern people. To them we 
submit, without present comment, the programme to which 
they are expected to yield their implicit adhesion, without 
any scruples of conscience as without any regard to their 
own salety : 

*** Wasnineton, January 9, 1861. 


*¢T charge that on last Saturday night a caucus was held 


| inthis city by the southern secession Senators from Florida, 


Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Texas. It was then and there resolved in effect to assume 


to themselves the political power of the South, and tocon- | 


| tro} all the political and military operations for the present ; 


they telegraphed to complete the plan of seizing forts, ar 
senals, and custom-louses, and advised the conventions 
now In session, and coon to assemble, to pass ordinances 
for immediate secezsion ; but, in order to thwartany oper- 
ations of the Government here, the conventions of the se 


| ceding States are to retain their representations in the Sen 


ate and the House. 

“¢ They also advised, ordered, or directed the assembling 
of a convention of delegates from the seceding States at 
Montgomery on the 13th of February. This can, of course, 
only be done by the revolutionary conventions usurping the 


: powers of the people, and sending delegates over whom 
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they will lose all control in the establishment of a provis 
ional government, which is the plan of the dictator= 

“*'This caucus also resolved to take the most effectual 
means to dragoon the Legislatures of Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Missouri, Arkansas, 'l’exas,and Virginia into following t 
seceding States. Maryland is also to be influenced by sel: 
appeals (9 popular passion as have led to the revolutionary 
steps Which promise a conflict with the State and Federal 
Governments in Texas. 

**'They have possessed themselves of all the avenues of 
information in the South—the telegraph, the press, and the 
general control of the postmasters. "hey also confideutly 
rely upon detections in the Army and Navy ; 

* Lie spectacie here presented is startling to contem 
plate. Senators intrusted with the representative sover- 
eignty of the States, and sworn to support the Constitution 
of the United States, while yet acting as the privy council- 
lors of the President, and anxiously looked to by their con- 
stituents to effect some practical plan of adjustment, de 
liberately conceive a conspiracy for the overthrow of the 
Government ; through the military organizations, the dan- 
gerous secret order, the Knights of the Golden Circle, ** com 
mittees of satety,’’ southern leagues, and other agencies at 
their command they have instituted ag thorough a military 
and civil despotism as ever cursed a maddened country 

“Tris not difficult to foresee the form of government 
which a convention thus hurriedly thrown together at Mout 
gomery Will irrevocably fasten upon a deluded and unsus 
pecting people. It must essentially be “ a monarchy founded 
upon military principles,” or it cannot endure. ‘Those who 
usurp power never tail to forge strong chains. 

*** Tt may be too late tosound the alarm. Nothing may be 
able to arrest the action of revolutionary tribunals whose 
decrees are princfpally in * * But C call 
upon the people to pause and reflect before they are foreed to 
surrender every principle of liberty, or to fight those who 
are becoming their masters father than their servants. 

* * * EATON.’ 

** As confirming the intelligence furnished by our inform 
ant we may cite the following extract from the Washington 
correspondence of yesterday’s Baltimore Sun: 

** The leaders of the southern movement are consulting 
as to the best mode of consolidating theif interests into a 
confederacy under a provisional government, The plan ia 
to nake Senator Hunter, of Virginia, provisional president, 
and Jefferson Davis commander-iu-chiet of the army of de- 
tense. Mr. Hunter possesses in a more eminent degree the 
philosophical characteristics of Jefferson than any other 
statesman now living. Colonel Davis is a graduate of West 
Point, was distinguished for gallantry at Buena Vista, and 
served as Secretary of War under President Pierce, and ts 
not second to General Scott in military science or cour- 
age.’ *? 


secret Sessions 


The disclosures here made were never denied, 
so far as I ever heard, and we now have the best 
reason to know they were true. And yet they 
failed to excite scarce a remark either 1n this city 
or elsewhere; and no inquiry in relation to them 
was ever moved in either House. Such was the 
appalling hebetude of the popular sense, and such 
the fatal security of public men, that flagrant trea- 
son failed to occasion the least alarm.” ** While 
men slept, the enemy came and sowed tares.”’ 
The country was indeed asleep; and we, as usual, 
were amusing ourselves with the negro question. 
Possibly history may excuse that mistake as of 
men incredulous of such enormous wickedness. 
To be caught a second time in the same way, 
would justly subject us, in the eyes of mankind, 
to the condemnation of the sentinel asleep at his 
post. I cannot forbear from repeating a single 
paragraph; and only wish it were in my power 
to read it to every man, woman, and child in the 
South: 

* Ttis not difficult to foresee the form of government which 
a convention thus hurriedly thrown together at Montgom 
ery Will irrevocably fasten upon a deluded and uosuspect- 
ing people. It must essentially be a ‘monarchy founded 
upon military principles,’ or itcannot endure. Those who 
usurp power never tail to forge strong chains.” 

We who live in that region understand the full 
force of the apothegm, “‘ those who usurp power 
never fail to forge strong chains.”’ 

This band of conspirators, béarded, thwarted, 
exposed, defeated by the patriot soldier, Scott, 
fled from the capital to Montgomery, and there 
schemed the southern coufederacy. By means of 
a state of popular feeling in the South, for which 
the credit is due exclusively to the abolitionists, 
they were permitted to gather from the turbulent, 
the discontented, the adventurers, the thought- 
less, the young and ardent, a considerable mili- 
tary force, at first without any very definite pur- 
pose, except the general one of defense, after Fort 
Sumter, for the “ rights’ and * independence” of 
the South. Once begun, their army grew apace, 
until it was sufficient to control the whole com- 
munity, unarmed and unorganized asit was, By 
what means State governments were either bent 
to their purpose or deposed and crushed out, is 
well enough known to all who had the opportn- 
nity to observe; and how, in this way, the puy- 
ular habit of obedience to law and to the regular 
and customary authorities, was made subsidiary. 
There now was little difficulty in increasing their 
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army bya general conscription, when the supply 
of volunteers was exhausted; and woe to the re- 
cusant, be he State governor, military leader, sen- 
ator, representative, or person of lower degree, 
who crossed the counsels of this relentless cabal. 

It does notaffect the correctness of these views 
that, in one way and another, they have drawn 
large numbers to their active and efficient sup- 
port, and have impelled whole communities, if 
not States, to submit to theirauthority,as a power 
they could neither escape nor successfully resist. 
There still remains behind all, controlling all, the 
same combination of bold, bad men, whose only 
sway is the bayonets wielded by soldiers, most 
of whom would, but dare not, turn them against 
their masters. 

L have thought proper to dwell upon this fea- 
ture of the rebellion as one that seems not gen- 
erally understood by northern men. Hence the 
natural error into which some of them fall, of 
supposing that inasmuch as slavery is somehow 
the cause of the rebellion, the abolishment of sla- 
very willendit. Itis because I wish to see an end 
brought to the rebellion, and not that I wish to 
interpose a plea in behalf of slavery that I take 
occasion to correct what I conceive to be erro- 
neous. The rebel leaders are contending for em- 
pire, for dominion over territory, and over white 
men. ‘To accomplish their purpose they would 
either emancipate or put to death ewery slave 
within their lines, just as the one course or the 
other would avail them the more. Hopes are en- 
tertained on the one hand, and fears expressed on 
the other, that the slaves will make insurrection, 
and so enter as an element into the present strife. 
Hopes and fears are alike groundless. The utter 
helplessness of the slave population, unorganized, 
tnarmed, unaccustomed to the use of arms, gentle 


end non-combatant by nature, will always pre- | 


vent any serious attempts at violence upon the 
white race. And even if they were made, the 
fate of the recent uprising of the fierce and war- 


like Indians upon the scattered settlers of the | 


northwest frontier is instructive of the conse- 
quences, 


What the life of an insurgent slave | 


THE CO 


would be worth in the hands of men who burn || — : : 
| who met him in the Charleston convention. 


cotton, who burn towns, and who imprison and 


hang white men without remorse, the slaves un- | 


derstand just as well as anybody else. It is be- 


cause I believe, on my conscience, that a decree | 


for the abolition of slavery at this time will tend 


neither to end the rebellion nor to benefit the | 
slave, that I have taken occasion to express regret | 
at what! regard as a useless waste of effort— || 
useless, if not worse, as furnishing the rebel | 
leaders a stimulus to ** reinvigorate’? their move- | 


ments, while it adds not a soldier to our armies, 


distracts the loyal States by reopening an end- |! 


less controversy, and gives to our foreign enemies | 


occasion still further to revile and disparage us. 
Every well-informed person must know that as 


master he will be compelled to labor for him, no 
matter what decretal orders may issue to the con- 
trary. The early policy of seizing all able-bodied 
slaves of rebels as fast as they come within our 
lines, and holding them as ‘‘ contraband of war,”’ 
is all that can be practically effected, and if car- 





selves in terms the most abject, even going to them 
barefoot, with your arms pinioned and halters 
about your necks, they would not receive you 
into the crowd of their vassals. 
gestions of an armistice and reconciliation only in- 


tensify their expressions of scorn and loathing. | 


Says one of their organs: 

** While the North begins to see the folly and impossi- 
bility of attempting to conquer the South, they are not yet 
ready to grant our just demands. They hope still to chain 
us by some specious compromise to the corpse of the old 
Union. 


mond Enquirer, January 6. 
Another indulges in these words: 


** Tf the whole Yankee race should fall down in the dust to- || 


morrow and pray us to be their masters, we would spurn them 
even as slaves. We are aware that many persons believe 


that the party of which Brooks and Van Buren are repre- || 
We do not 


sentatives, desire and design to restore peace. 
believe they are in favor of any such thing. They would 
like peace on condition of our returning to the Union, and 


they are fools enough to believe that a majority of the peo- | 


ple in the confederaey are in favor of reunion. They look 
only to their pockets when they talk of reconciliation and 
restoration. Anything but that. English colonization, 
French vassalage, Russian serfdom—all, all are preferable 
to any association with the Yankees.”—Richmond Dis- 
patch, January 10. 

A third varies the language: 

‘* We have committed many errors in our treatment of the 
Yankees. Not the least has been in regarding them as 
something better than they really are. They are by nature 
menials, and fitted only for menial duties. They are in open 
and flagrant insurrection against their natural lords and mas- 
ters, the gentlemen of the South. 
assumed privileges they deport themselves with all the ex- 
travagant airs, the Insolence, the cruelty, the cowardice, 
and love of rapine which have ever characterized the re- 
volt of slaves. The former leniency of their masters only 
serves to aggravate the ferocity of their natures. When 


they are again reduced to subjection, and taught to know | 


their place, we mast take care to put such trammels about 
them that they will never have an opportunity to play these 
wicks again.’’—Richmond Whiz. 

Mr. William L. Yancey, ina recent address to 
the Legislature of Alabama, declares— 

* There is, in my opinion, as much hope in the northern 
abolitionists as in the northern Democracy.” 


A declaration which will not surprise gentlemen 


Davis, their chieftain, in a late speech in Rich- 
mond, asks: 

** For what are they waging war? They say to preserve 
the Union. Can they preserve the Union by destroying the 
social existence of a portion of the South? Do they hope 


to reconstruct the Union by striking at everything which is | 


dear to men? By showing themselves so utterly disgraced 
that if the question was proposed to you whether you would 
combine with hyenas or Yankees, [ trust every Virginian 
would say, ‘ give me the hyenas.’ ”” 


This, bear in mind, is said of your brothers and | 


sons, whom he characterizes as ‘‘ the offscour- 
ings of the earth,’’? and whose career, especially 


in northern Mississippi, he asserts has been | 


marked by ‘‘ every crime conceivable, from the 


_— ~~ -» || burning of defenseless towns to the stealing of sil- 
long as the slave remains in proximity to his || 


ver forks and spoons.” 
In this spirit are 7 all your approaches, 


| which serve only to degrade your manhood in the 


eyes of the very men you are so anxious to pacify. 


| They hate you already. Take care, I pray, that 


ried out with rigorous impartiality would not fail || 


of important results. 


Another error on the part of some of our north- | 
ern friends, caused by a failure adequately to ap- | 


preciate the controlling influence of the rebellion, 
consists in supposing that our troubles may be 
composed and the contest adjusted by compro- 
mise. Let me again repeat that the object of the 
rebel leaders is empire, dominion overa territory 
and a people that they can govern, and as inci- 
dent to that, the destruction of the nation, whereof 
you are a part, and which on the 4th ofJuly next 
will want but thirteen years to have lived a cen- 
tury. They mean the death of the nation; you 
mean its life. There is nothing to compromise. 
Our side or the other must wholly fail. The nation 
must either live or die. They know perfectly 
well that for them safety lies only in success. 
Short of that, no matter what compromise you 
make, nor what acts of amnesty you pass, if the 
Federal Union still survives under the Constitu- 
tion of our fathers, they are ruined, driven into 
ees and their names clothed with ineny- 
Hetice they, through all their organs, spurn the 
idea of ever a more with you under the same 
Government. Though you should humble your- 





| this parricidal war. 


| 
| 


you do not cause them to despise you. 

Away, then, with all thoughts of peace by com- 
promise or conciliation with the leading spirits of 
It is utterly impossible, as 
you will find out in the end. During the last ses- 
sion they served in Congress they professed to be 
in favor of what was known as the Crittenden 
compromise. It was only because they believed 
it would be rejected by northern men, and thus 
give them another theme upon which to “* fire the 
southern heart and instruct the southern mind,”’ 
pospecpory to precipitating the country into rev- 
olution. ad it received the support of northern 
Senators and members, they would have derided 
it as many of the same men did the compromise 
measures of 1850. A little more sagacity and less 
incredulity in some quarters would have exposed 
on their part the basest duplicity. But the adop- 
tion of these measures would not have appeased 
the enemies of the Government, though it would, 
unquestionably, have strengthened its friends. 

It is impossible not to be amused at the sim- 
plicity of a New York politician, writing to one 
of the chief conspirators, as early as January, 


1861. He says: 


**T think South Carolina committed a grave error when 
she raised the Palmetto flag, to the exclusion of the stars 
and stripes. And erred, too, wien she fired on the 
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All your sug- | 


We would not reunite with them if they would, |} 
oue and all, consent to occupy the same position of degra- | 
dation which they aimed to rivet on us. Wewould not con- | 
sent to hold the northern States even as provinges.”—Rich- | 


In the exercise of their | 


January 3], 








| latter from beneath the folds of the former. ‘This was very 
| impolitic. For God’s sake, let the seceding States cling 

to the Constitution, cling to the nationat flag, and declare 
to the world that itsis tor the integrity of the former and 
the honor of the latter that they are found with arms in 
their hands. By doing this they will divide the North 
against itself, and sueceed with tenfold ease. And so 
whenever they seize a fort or arsenal, let the old flag still 
float from its summit—let it be asserted that those forts, 
&e., were erected for the defense of the States in which 
they stand, and that upon the citizens of these States 
whose interests and lives are imperiled, should devolve 
|| the post of honor in the hour of danger; and that it is to 
save the honor of the flag, and secure the rights of the peo- 
ple from the treasonable assertions of abolitionists, pos. 
session has been taken of Federal fortifications. 

* Let the South be discreet, and she has nothing to fear, 
|| Let it be rung out through the land, however, that she asks 
|| her constitutional rights only—security in the possession 
|| of property, equal and exact rights in all other respects, 


—. 


Let her sons not jeopardize the safety of their northern 
|| allies by committing wrongs or excesses.’? 


There are hundreds through the North who, 
| like this zealous partisan and ally of * the South,” 
imagined that the rebellion originated in some 
right denied or endangered, or in some wrong 
suffered or apprehended, and who, like him, dep- 
| recate the **impolitic’”’ course of their ** southern 
brethren.”’ It is difficult to resist the conviction 
that such persons have far more sympathy with 
| the rebels in arms against the nation’s life, than 
with those southern men who from the beginning 
have withstood them, and exposed their nefarious 
schemes. If not, whence their greater solicitude 
for the constitutional rights of rebels, their aiders 
and abettors, than for the lives, even, of loyal 
southern men; for the traitors in Fort Warren 
than for the Unionists in Castle Thunder or the 
inmates of the prison at Salisbury, where, accord- 
ing to Governor Vance, ‘* the tracks of the ac- 
cused all tend in one direction, and the licht of 
old English liberty is never seen???’ Whether 
they are actuated by love fora cause headed by 
former political friends, or by hatred of the Govy- 
ernment administered for the time being by their 
political enemies, is a point that possibly they 
would find it difficult to decide. One thing ap- 
pears@mnanifest, that they have accepted the oft- 
repeated assertions of the rebel agers, that there 
is in the South no considerable ement hostile to 
their movement. 

Are they correct, then, in this estimate of sym- 
| pathy and opinion? If so, their schemes of per- 
sonal ambition are vain. For if the entire south- 
ern population were, like the small cabal of rebel 
leaders, bent on the disruption of the country and 
the dismemberment of this confederacy of States, 
| a war would follow of such duration, that their 
| northern sympathizers, aiders, and abettors, would 
be laid aside long before its close. The truth is, 
there lurks at the bottom of their conduct a con- 
viction that the Union will be maintained, if not 
a determination that itshall be. Hence their eye 
upon the coming future, when it is supposed that 
these chief plotters will return to their vacant seats 
and wield their former power, That future neither 
your eyes nor mine will ever see. The South, 
redeemed and disinthralled from the despotism 
that so long has weighed like nightmare upon it, 
will resume its ancient place beneuth the flag. But 
woe to the men who by falsehood and treachery 
and base corruption have betrayed it into war and 
its consequent horrors. Their day of power in the 
Government is past. Other men of nobler mold 
and fairer name will succeed to the places they so 
foully betrayed. They will sink deeper than ever 
plummet sounded, dragging with them all who, 
either from guilty sympathy or interested hope, 
| shall cling to their skirts. Trath, and her sister 
|| Vengeance, go hand in hand. : 
| They greatly err who suppose the revolted dis- 

trict to contain none, or few, but rebels. Let such 
| consider how few new names have turned up there 
| during these times of commotion. A few party 
| hacks and broken-down politicians have been re- 

stored to a short galvanic life, to be swept back 

to the vile dust from whence they sprung. But, 

for the most part, they are the same spirits that 

for the last ten years have, by the mere force of 
| partisan drill, taken the control of southern poli- 
tics. Occasionally a good man, from good motives, 
has joined them, only to suffer the mortification 
of being neither respected nor trusted. 

More than once have I called the attention of 
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the House, as well as of the other departments 
of the Government and of the country, tomy own 
constituents and their neighbors, as an instance 
| of popular love for the ancient Union in the very 


nce 
pry 


1863. 


midst of secession. The extent of their suffer- 
ings and the utter failure of the Government to 








afford them protection must be my apology for 1 
! 
' 


another reference to them. 
That portion of Tennessee from the western | 
slope of the Camberland mountains eastward, has | 
Jong been known, politically and geographically, 
as East Tennessee. It comprises something more 
than thirty counties, and in territory and popu- | 
lation differs not materially from the States of 
New Hampshire and Vermont. It is divided into | 
three congressional districts, and one of its citi- | 
zens (Governor Johnson) wasa Senator. During 
the struggles preliminary to the present war, the | 
eople, by immense majorities, espoused the cause | 
of the Federal Government, and avowed their de- | 
termined hostility to secession. Foreseeing the | 
rugged issue of arms, they, as early as May and 
June, 1861, organized themselves into military | 
companies, to the number, probably, of fifteen | 
thousand, assembling once a week or oftener, 
more for consultation and mutual encouragement 
than for drill. Arms and ammunition they had 
none, nor officers skillful to organize and instruct 
men as soldiers, but looked to their Government 
to furnish them a supply. These were the pop- 
ular masses, the yeomanry of the country, most 
of those whom they had been wont to regard as 
jeaders either having joined the rebellion or shrunk | 
from the grave responsibility of actively opposing 
it. Prior to the first battle of Bull Run, the course 
of military operations had inspired the rebels with 
mortal terror, and left them little opportunity for 
annoyance beyond outrages upon the people along | 
the railroad, by the soldiers in their transit through | 
from the Southwest into Virginia. The unhoped- | 
for success of that ill-starred day infused a degree 
of venom and ferocity into their movements that 
may well be called fiendish. From that time the | 
condition of our people, unarmed and defenseless, 
grew every day more wretched and desperate. 
Confident of their own ability for self-protec- 
tion, could they but meet their oppressors on equal 
terms, many of them fied to Kentucky to obtain 
the arms and material of war, which they de- | 
spaired of being sentto them. The clamors of the 
secessionists and the protests of the timid Union- 
ists of that State prevailing, such aid was denied 
them; and it was seriously proposed to expel them 
from its limits. But the sympathy of the people 
of Kentucky,* always in advance even of their 
leaders and of their press, prevailed; the refugees 








were welcomed to their hospitality and were 
speedily organized as soldiers, in the hope of being 
led under the auspices of the Government to the 
relief of their homes and neighbors. By degrees 
their ranks have swelled until they number full 
tenthousand. Onthe 18th of June last, they seized 
the stronghold of Cumberland Gap, and were 
cheered with the hope of being ordered forward 
at once to redeem their country. But week after 
week of hope deferred passed away; they were 
permitted to be surrounded and their suppliestut 
off. The rebels looked upon them as already in 
their power; and began, by anticipation, to visit 
their vengeance upon them, not as prisoners of 
war, but as traitors to the southern confederacy. 
Their courage did not fail them, beleaguered as 
they were. In continual forays upon theirenemy, 
they harassed him beyond measure. Without 
losing aman, they killed nearly two hundred, and 
captured and brought in upwards of five hundred 
prisoners, besides many horses and arms. 

Among those whose names have been mentioned 
with distinction for daring and enterprise in this 
hazardous warfare are William Reynolds, the 
brothers Rogers, and Joseph A. Cooper, whose 
romantic exploits make it an honor to have been 
long favored with their personal friendship. 

At last, hopeless of relief, abandoned by those 
who should have supported them, on the morning 
of the 18th of September they blew up their works, 
burned and destroyed what they could not bring 
away, and set out upon their memorable retreat, 
nearly two hundred and fifty miles, across mount- 





“The conduct of these people is thus referred to in a 
ee letter to me, by one who has partaken of their hos- 

ities : 

“The Union men of Kentucky should be paid for feeding 
the men from East Tennessee. They come from East Ten- 
nessee without money, and the citizens of this part of Ken- 
tucky have to feed them until they get to the Army. I hope 
Congress will provide to have them paid. Some men in 
this county have fed the Union men of East Tennessee 


Unt they'are new out ef corn and pask.”’ 





ains deemed impracticable, to the Ohio river. 


For sixteen days they continued their terrible 
march, subsisting for the most part upon unripe 
corn gathered from the fields, and pulverized on 


their camp plates converted into graters, rarely | 
obtaining water except from stagnant pools, mov- | 


ing at night as well as in the day, often compelled 


to make roads where there were none, and to open | 


those that had been heavily obstructed, and con- 


stantly assailing the forces of the enemy that 
awaited them in front, and hovered upon their 
flanksand rear. The retreat, with scarcely a loss, 
with discipline and morale unimpaired, suggests 
that of the ten thousand Greeks under Xenophon, 


one of the most brilliant passages in classic mili- | 


tary history. 


But to the people of East Tennessee this with- | 


drawal of their friends was the signal for renewed 
violence and oppression, of which every day 
brings some new and sickening detail. It is not 
for the purpose of awakening sympathy, or pro- 


ducing a dramatic effect, that | select a few in- | 


stances from the mass. I do soas an act of justice | 
to the people who have sent me here to represent | 
them; that the country may know how utterly | 
they have been neglected by the Government to | 
which they adhere, and may be prepared to act | 


upon the established fact that in the South there | 


are people entitled to the same protection, both 
of person and property, that we once gave to an 


unnaturalized foreigner in the harbor of Smyrna, | 


and which we have constantly extended to the | 


settlers on the frontier. 
A description of arecent rebel raid into the coun- 


ty of Scott, after mentioning the burning and rob- 


bing of certain houses, adds: 
“On the route they captured Larkin Cross and Ransom 


Conover, both of whom they hanged in the apple orchard be- | 
longing to the widow Angel. Mr. Cross was a good citizen, | 


and his loss is severely felt. He leaves a wife and five in- 
teresting children.. Mr. Conover belonged to the second 
(loyal) ‘Tennessee infantry, and was ill at the time he was 
so cruelly murdered. He was highly esteemed by his 
neighbors, and leaves a wife and two children wholly un- 
provided for.”’ 


A rebel paper of December 17 announces that— 


‘¢'The confederate court at Knoxville has indicted Chan- 
cellor Seth J. W. Luckey for treasunable and disloyal con- 
duct.” 


This venerable judge, for more than twenty 


; years upon the bench, aruling elder in the church, 


a devoted Unionist from the beginning, refused the 


motion of secession attorneys to allow upon the | 


minutes of his court a commemoration of their 
victory at Bull Run, and this is his reward! The 
same paper adds: 

«Indictments were found against sundry parties for con- 
spiracy to circulate counterfeit confederate notes ; inelud- 
ing Kennedy Rogers, alleged to have been, until recently, 
aid to the Federal General George W. Morgan.”’ 

This is one of the brothers Rogers of whom I 
just made honorable mention. He has recently 

een captured, and this is a scheme to deprive him 
of the privilege of a prisoner of war. 

It is further said: 

“During the same session decrees were issued in four hun- 
dred cases under the sequestration laws, embracing over a 
million dollars’ worth of property. Among the cases is John 
Coffee Chiles.”’ 

This victim is a liedtenant colonel in the Army, 
and will be remembered by my friend from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Wapsworrs] as the officer who, with 
his battalion, saved Metcalfe, last summer, in the 
engagement at Big Hill. 

Another *‘ southern’’ sheet announces that— 
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twenty-five East Tennesseeans were confined with 
him. He says: 


* Bad as was the treatment of the prisoners of war, the 
Tennesseeans were treated much worse. For instance, they 
were compelled, at the point of the bayonet, to beat the 
dough which the negroes cooked for our use ; to police the 
ground inclosing the prison; to clean the sinks; to dig 


| and clean out the wells; to make and repair fences ; wo 


carry food for others to eat; to serub floora; in other words, 
they were forced to do the most degrading part of the work 
in and around the prison, while they actually suffered for 


want of blankets, clothing, and food, and gladly received 
from us the fragments of our scanty fare. 


** What I have stated I saw and know to be true. Many 
of the Tennesseeans were men of wealth and character." 

The list of their names given contains some of 
the most estimable men we have. 

A correspondent of mine, an exchanged prie- 
oner, writes a detailed account of his pursuit and 


|, capture, from which I beg leave to extract a few 


sentences: 


**L resided in Rhea county, where I have a large tract of 
Jand, a grist-mill and saw-mill, and was also selling goods.” 
P ° . : , * 1 was captured the next day, 
and taken toa stable were | found about thirty of our men. 
The same night they took us out, and started on a march. 
They tied a rope around my neck and tied it to a horse, and 
in that way marched me twenty-seven miles, by sunrise 
next morning, to Montgomery. From there they took ue 
to Kingston, where we were confined in the jail for one 
night; and from there we were taken to Knoxville, where 
we remained fourteen days, with not half enough to eat to 
support @ hearty man ; and that unwholesome and not fit to 
eat. In the mean time, my wife had made her way through 
incredibie hardships to Cincinnati. After my family lefQ 
our house the rebels returned, and took away all our fur- 
niture and bedding, piano, horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, in fact 
everything; and having taken all our money before, left us 
destitute. At Knoxville, we were importuned to join the 
rebel army, and insulted if we refused.”’ 


Another correspondent writing a few days since 
from southeastern Kentucky, says: 
**T am late from East Tennessce, and my business {s to 


fight back to my native land. I am now on my way to the 
Army. I am now, thank God, a free man. My dear sir, 


| no tongue can tell the suffering of the Union people in East 


Tennessee.”’ 


The list might be extended indefinitely of the ills 
suffered by that people for their unwavering attach- 
ment to theirGovernment. Are they not entitled to 
its protection, not merely asa legal right, butupon 
the highest moral considerations? I have ab- 
stained from enumerating any of the many atroci- 
ties at the hands of the miscreants who, in the name 
of * southern rights,’ have outraged ail the sanct)- 
ties and decencies ofour common nature-—the rape 
of women and the murder of little children and ot 
defenseless old men. And yet 1 know of no prin- 
ciple, moral or legal, on which the rebel leaders 
can escape responsibility for the enormities of the 
most obscure and unprincipled of their followers. 
The men who instigated revolt by directing an at- 
tack on an unarmed transport, with supplies to a 
little starving garrison, and then turned upon us 
with a temulent swagger—‘' your flag has been 
insulted; redress it if you dare; you have submit- 
ted to it for two months, and you will submit to 
it forever;’’ who, seeing that even this did not 
provoke war, rained upon the same devoted gar- 
rison their iron and missile fire, and then boasted 
that for the first time they had humbled the Amer- 
ican flag, humbled for the first time on American 
soil, by traitor American hands. The men who, in- 
tentionally and with malice aforethought, oe 


| war upon the country, are justly responsible, 


| incidents of the war. 


« Abner Jackson, a prominent citizen of Knoxville, Ten- || 


nessec, has been arrested for treason. He openly announces 


himself a Union man, and refuses to give any pledge of | 


loyalty to the confederate government.’ 


From private sources I have full confirmation 
of the seizure and imprisonment of this gentle- 
man—my neighbor and friend—and of his bold 
defiance of his persecutors and oppressors. 

Sull later appears the following dispatch: 
~* KNOXxviLite, December 29.—The commissioner’s court 
is trying, for treason, Butier, a member of the Legislature, 
and aD. Smith. Great feeling is manifested.” 

These gentlemen live in the extreme eastern 
corner of the State, near the lines of Virginia and 
North Carolina, and are of high character and 
social position. 

General Crittenden, who was captured last 
summer at Murfreesboro’, and was held several 
monthsat Madison, Georgia, as a prisoner, writes 
to Governor Johnson that some one hundred and 


fore God and in the sight of man, for every tres- 
pass the most wanton, and for every crime the 
mostatrocious, committed by the soldiery of either 
army, as well as for the ordinary and necessary 
Men are and must be held 
answerable for the consequences of their unlawful 
acts. And they are legally liable, civilly as well 
as criminally, upon the familiar principle of law, 
that when parties conspire for an unlawful pur- 


| pose each is liable for the acts of his confederates, 
_ in pursuance of the common design, even though 


committed without his knowledge and with his 


| disapprobation. Or, as the principle is stated by 
| a high common-law authority: 


*< If several persons agree tolevy war, some in one piace, 
and some in another, and ope party do actually ar in 
arms, this is a levying of war by all, as well those who were 
not in arms as those who were, if it were done in pursu- 


| ance of the original concert; for those who made the at- 


tempt were emboldened by the confidence inspired by the 
general concert, and therefore their particular acts are in 
justice imputable to all the rest. But suppose a conspir- 
acy to levy war, and a plan of operations settled, and thse 
to whom the execution of them is committed afterwards see 
occasivn to vary in certain particulars f-om the original 
plan, which is accordingly done unknown to some of ihe 
conspirators, yet I conceive thatif the new measures wore 
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conducive to the same end, and that in substance the ori 
ginal conspiracy were pursued, they all remain responsible 
for cach other’s acts.”"—1 East. 98. 





Chief Justice Marshall states the doctrine in 
these words: 

If war be actually levied, that is, if a body of men be 
actually assembled for the purpose of effecting by force a 
treasouable purpose, all those who perform any part, how 
ever minute, or however remote from the scene of action, 
and who are actually leagued tn the general conspiracy, are 
to be considered as traitors.."—Ez parte Bolman and ex 
parte Swartwout, 2 Curtis, 37. 

The guilty principals of this wicked rebellion, 
their abettors and comforters, need not hope to 
throw upon their base and ignoble agents the in- 
fumy of their ravages and massacres. They will 
be held to the full measure of accountability for 
all our private woe, as well as for our public ca- 
amity. 

liow these people have sustained themselves 
this accumulation of woes, added to the 
privations inflicted upon them by the blockade 
and other belligerent measures of the Government 


under 


towards that general region, will appear from an 
extract from another correspondent, an intelligent 
citizen of that part of our State: 

‘Lleft Hast Tennessee on the 22d November. The Union 
party there is becoming very impatient. They had with 
stood the storm with an endurance unsurpassed. Jam for 
malntaining the authority of the Government over all the 
States, negro or nonegro. For many reasons I would have 
preferred letting slavery alone; still T would rather be an 
noved with free negroes than a vain-glorious, swell headed, 
and bigoted southerncontederacy. When Lleft the South, 
Teould see the moral power of the rebellion was giving 
way. Tt had come to this, that its leaders have to force 
evervibifiig. tr will not do tor them to succeed ; and they 
will wot, ifthe loyal States stand up to the Administration. 
Nothiug would do the slaveholders and politicians South 
but secession and a defiance to the authority of the nation, 
and now they must take the consequences; if slavery sur 
vives the rebeilion they bave inaugurated, so be it—if not, 
80 be it.’? 

‘The significantexpression, ** if the loyal States 
stand up to the Administration,’’ embodies the 
sentinmentof all southern Union men. They knew 
perfectly well that in this great conflict there are, 
and of necessity can be, but two parties—the Gov- 
ernment and the rebellion—that whoever Is not 
for the Government ts for the rebellion; and who- 
everis notfor the rebellion is forthe Government; 
that there ean be,in the nature of things, no mid- 
die alternative, and all attempts at other distine- 
tions are as idle as the writings of boyhood upon 
the sand of the sea-shore, to be effaced by the next 
sweep of the tide. They know that the Govern- 
mentis represented, for the time being, by the Ad- 
ministration, and as such representative it must, 
and of right ought to, be supported by all who 
would sustain the Government; supported not as 
partisans, not as political friends, not as approv- 
ing all the acts and measures of the Administra- 
tion, not with blind, implicit, unintelligent, and 
untinguiring subserviency, but supported as citi- 
zens who recognize the full scope and meaning of 
their allegiance and its sacred obligation to obey 
all laws, as long as they are laws, and to uphold 
the constituted authorities antil they shall be con- 
stuiutionally changed; as patriots capable in sea- 
sons of national peril of soaring above the fogs 
and miasms of party into aclearer and healthier 


of virtne, they are expelled; as honestly, and in 
a spiritef candor, striving to correct what cannot 
be approved ; bringing wisdom to the aid of in- 
experience, strength to the support of weakness, 
courage to the relief of timidity, and magnanim- 
ity fo the protection of frailty. Do not wonder, 
then, that they are pained and sickened at the dis- 
sensions and bitter strife among the professed | 
friends of the Government, weakening tts power | 
on the one hand and adding strength to the rebel- 
lion on the other. Do not wonder that they listen | 
with impatience to discussions in this body, em- 
bellished on the one side with gems from the rev- 
olutionary maxims of Mirabeau, and enlivened 
on the other with a travesty of the Decalogue. | 
Do not wonder that they declare, with the veteran 
and accomplished editor of the Louisville Jour- 
nal, that those persons who * direct all their en- 
ergies to rendering the Administration as odious 
as possible, are, unintentionally or otherwise, | 
working in the interests of the rebvellion.”? Do not 
wonder that they should exclaim, with one who 
writes to.ine from Nashville, at the close of the 
yar 


* Canngt eee go to work (n eamest to crush the || 
rebellioad Ido hope the menbers-will rid themselves of | 
ai! parpo.es of self aggrandizement, and come up like pe- || 
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triots to rescue their country. Itmakes us sick at heart to 
see men, in whose hands are the destinies of unborn mil 
lions, wasting in idle squabbling the energies that should 
be devoted to the salvation of their country.” 


Do not wonder that they appreciate, if you do 


| not, the full force of Mr. W. L*Yancey’s adjura- 


tion to his confederates, the Legislature of Ala- 


| bama: 


‘© We have something to hope, however, from this divis- || 


ion of the councils of our enemies; from their fierce party 
strife and jealousies. Upon this hope let us build our own 


| unity; upon their jealousies let us build up our own har- 


mony; upon these clashings of party interest let us bind 
together our own patriotic energies ; upon their selfishness 
and folly tet us base a prayer to God that He would enable 
us to exhibit in behalf of our beloved country, a self-sacri- 
ficing wisdom, both in opinion and action, in all matters 


appertaining to our defense.” 


particularly my immediate constituents, is true to 
agreater or less extent of all portions of the south- 
ern States. They all contain a large element from 
the beginning loyal to the Government of their 
fathers, who require only that the Government 
should demonstrate a power of self-existence, with 
ability to give them that protection of person and 
property which is the correlative of allegiance to 
yield it their most hearty support, but who in the 


| mean time have submitted to an authority, de 
facto, as one which they are powerless to resist, 
and from which they cannot escape. Itis by pro- | 


tecting this element, and thus securing its active 
coéperation, that the breach in our national unity 
willbe healed, and the dominion of law be restored; 
not by any general system of indiscriminate sub- 
jugation, much less by attempts at conciliating re- 
bellion and compromising with it. Had the Pres- 


| ident at the outset declared that the whole power | 
of the Government should be used to protect even | 
the humblest friend of the Government, wherever | 
found, in his person and property alike, and to | 
chastise and punish its enemies, thus affording || 


inducements to be loyal, and acted up to the spirit 


, of such declaration; had Congress from the first 
, habitually legislated in that spirit; nay, were this | 
| done now at this late day, the effects would be in- | 


calculable. Between those who are bent alone on 
a wild crusade against slavery, and those who 
seem to suppose the rebellion will be appeased by 
the sacrifice of a heeatomb of abolitionists, and 
its *firregular’’ opposition to the Government 
stayed, this simple and obvious policy was quite 
likely to be overlooked. 

But time, the greatinstructor, isevidently teach- 


ing much practical wisdom. No one can have con- | 


sidered the deliberations of this winter, along with 
those of the last, here and elsewhere, and not be 


convinced that folly is less ostentatious, even if | 


wisdom is not more manifest. New and complex 
problems are gradually reduced to their elements, 
and will,in good time, be successfully solved. 


| The times have changed, and men have changed 


with them. Old formulas are rejected as inap- 
plicable to the new issues. Things that for years 
have been held too sacred for inquiry and inves- 


by continual imputation of motives aud a fright- 
ful array of possible consequences have startled 


political atmosphere, from which, by the sunlight |} the timid and made the doubtful draw back, are | 


found by actual trial, if not beneficent, at cast 
innocuous, We are learning the Preacher’s tre- 
mendous meaning, concealed ander the simple dec- 
laration, that “* there is a time of war and a time 
of peace.” 


to meet the dread exigencies of war. And eae 
terity will look with amazement alike upon those 
who defend the President for availing himself of 
these resources, upon the plea of necessity, and 
those who assail him as guilty of usurpation; just 
as we now look upon those who, in the last cen- 
tury, maligned the great Washington for his ef- 
forts to suppress the whisky rebellion of Penn- 
sylvania. I venture the opinion, and leave it here, 


|, that when the time shall*come that men have ro 


longer any points to carry or purposes to serve 
by attacking that high officer, they will accord to 
him the singleness of purpose to serve his country 


|| by the use only of the powers legitimately in his 


hands, regardless of the consequences to himself, 
or to the party tat brought him into place. Well 
will it be for the memory of all of us, concerned in 
the events of this great time, if they who come 
after us can accord to us the same tribute. 

But the great problem of the moment is the mil- 
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itary problem. Before that all others, for the time, 


| must be subordinated. Governor Seymour, of New 


York, truly observes that, *‘ at this moment, the 
fortunes of our country are influenced by the re- 


| sults of baitles.’? Upon the result of the militar 
| operations depends the successful conduct of our 


financial and foreign affairs. Iam aware there are 
those who have been distrustful of our ability to 
cope in arms with the rebellion, who, froma bet- 
ter motive, | would fain believe, than a mere per- 
sonal vanity of sustaining a reputation for proph- 


| ecy, are always disparaging the achievements of 


their own soldiers, and extolling those of the foe. 


| In every other conflict through which our nation 
| has passed, there have always been some ready 
|| to take sides with its enemies, 
W hatl have said of the people in my own State, | 


Like the scouig 
dispatched from the wilderness of Paran, all the 
people they see are men of great stature —giants; 
the sons of Anak; and in their own sight they are 
To reassure these fearful 
souls, | propose to survey our operations during 
the year past, and strike a balance of profit and 


| loss. 


One year ago this capital was beleaguered by 
rebel troops, and we held our deliberations almost 
in sight of their pirate flag. Our communication 
with the West had been cut off for months; the 
Potomac was blockaded all the way to the sea; 
and a single rail track was our sole dependence 
for intercourse with the rest of the country. Now 
we breathe as securely as if no hostile foot were 
on the continent; the route westward, over the 


| mountains of Maryland and West Virginia, has 


been restored; the bosom of our river is as free as 
the Hudson; rebellion has withdrawn itself be- 
yond the Rappahannock, and there it remains, 
save an occasional predatory band, crossing by 
stealth on a felon’s errand, and hurrying back 
with felon speed. The harbor of Norfolk, and the 
navy-yard there, float the national flag; the stolen 
Merrimac no longer terrifies the commerce it was 


| built to protect; and a gentleman has already pre- 


sented his credentials as a Representative in this 
body of the loyal people of that congressional 
district. The coast of North Carolina, from Roan- 


_oke Island to Fort Macon, has resumed its al- 
| legiance. 


Indeed, the entire coast, from Hamp- 
ton Roads to Corpus Christi, with the exception 
of Wilmington, Georgetown, Charleston, Mobile, 


/ and Galveston, may be said to be practically un- 


der our authority. How closely the excepted 
points are blockaded may be inferred from the 
present condition of Charleston, as described 
during the last month by a foreign visitor to that 


| interesting city: 


<T did not expect to find this city such as it is; in truth, 
at first, and particularly in certain quarters, it seems like 
a vast cemetery, and there are searcely two or three streets 
suflicienuy animated to dispel this impression. 

‘Ever since the beginning of the biockade, every day 
some families moved away to retire into the interior, and 
of late this emigration has become almost general. All who 


| have been able to follow this movement, men, women, old 
| men and children, have gone; and | believe to-day there 


| are not twenty ladies left in the place ; consequently there 
tigation must undergo scrutiny. Measures that |! 


can be nothing more sad, I assure you, than these fine 
streets in which you often do not meet ten persons in their 
entire length; nothing so sad as these fine houses without 


| life, their balconies and gardens deserted, and their win 


dows closed, silent and funereal, as though death had passed 
there. Add to this the fact that nearly one third of the city 
is in ruins, the effect of the terible fire which devastated 
Charleston about a year ago, and you will searcely have 
an idea of the sad spectacle that presented itself to the eyes 


r ° ~. . || here on every side.” 
We are discovering that our Consti- || 


tution, already proven adequate to the require- || 
ments of peace, develops unexpected resources | 


And yet, according to Lieutenant Maury, this 
city is the type of confederate prosperity. [na 
recent letter in the London Times, he asseverates 
** that the custom-house receipts at Charleston for 
the month of July, 1862, were greater than they 
have been for the corresponding month of any 
year of the last ten.’’ 

The securing of Forts Macon and Pulaski; the 
harbor and fortifications of Pensacola and the 
navy-yard there; forts St. Philip and Jackson, \8 
an advantage to our arms of immense value. Be- 
yond the Alleghanies, we must not forget that one 
year ago rebellion claimed the whole of the States 
of Missouri and Kentucky, and actually held the 
greater portion of the former State except the city 
of St. Louis and its environs, and fully one third 
of the latter, from Columbus round to Bowling 


| Green, thence to the Cumberland river and to the 


Virginia line. Of these States it is enough to say, 
that from Missouria full delegation has been elected 
to the next House, that her Legislature is in ses- 
sion, and, having elected a United States Senator, 
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prospective emancipation, and that one of her 
Representatives, nota Republican, has introduced 
here and urged the passage of a bill to aid his 
people in theaccomplishment of that object; while 
from Kentucky, rebellion has been ignominiously 
driven, and by none more resolutely than her own 
valiant soldiery under the lead of officers whose 





heroism has shed increased luster upon our mar- | 


tial renown. And, more, every effort to recover 
that goodly and coveted land has but served to 
develop more clearly the abiding purpose of her 
people to uphold their Government and sustain its 
constituted authorities, even should a policy be 
pursued which they cannot wholly approve, or 
against which they may deem it their duty vig- 
orously to protest. Weall remember how, a few 
days ago, we were thrilled by the fiery words of 
one of the most eloquent of their Representatives, 
[Mr. Wapsworrn,] as he certainly is one of the 
most gallant of their sons; when asked if the late 


ee would take his State out of the | 


Inion, he replied : 


« [t will not take her out of the Union. No, by St. Paul! 


She cannot be taken out of the Union by secession and 
abolition combined.” 


One year ago, both Tennessee and Arkansas | 


were regarded as the center and keystone of the | 


new dominion, and Nashville aspired to the honor 
of being the capital. Now in each of these States 
rebellion is struggling to maintain even a foothold. 
Mississippi, whose traitors, next tothose of South 


Carolina, were the most arrogant and supercil- | 


ious, and whose soldiers assumed to taunt their 
Tennessee comrades as cowards, finds her own 
soil trodden by the contemned ** Yankees,” and 
the tide of battle sweeping over her. 


They who | 


less than two years ago defiantly planted batter- | 


ies upon the great river to check the descent of | 


western commerce, are now ina life and death 
struggle to prevent being driven from it altogether. 
That mighty stream, which one year ago, from 
Cairo to the Gulf, was mare clausum to our fleets, 
its shores frowning with batteries, deemed im- 
pregnable, at Columbus, New Madrid, Island No. 
10, Randolph, and Memphis, and its mouth de- 


fended by powerful fortresses, is now opened, | 
’ I ’ 


both downwards and upwards, for hundreds of 
miles, with powerful military and naval prepara- 
tions to complete the deliverance. The great marts 
of trade and centers of manufacturing industry, 
New Orleans, Memphis, and Nashville, with their 
armories, founderies, and arsenals, to say nothing 


of a multitude of smaller cities and towns, have | 
been restored to their true allegiance; and, thanks 


to Johnson and Butler and Sherman, their loyal 


peoples have been relieved and protected, and all | 


others reduced to order and obedience to the laws, 
even if they cannot be said to be ** clothed and 
in their right mind.’’ The rebel press, once so 
defiant, intolerant, and denunciatory towards all 
who ventured to express a disbelief in the wisdom 
or the virtue of their leaders, and to protest against 
the villainous schemes which, then as now, they 
knew would clothe the people with sorrow and 
bring them to shame, is reduced to a few daily 
issues at Richmond, with here and there an echo 
from the interior— 
““ Vaunting aloud, but racked with deep despair.” 


While one year ago the rebellion, by one means 
and another, had collected ships and boats enough, 
naval and commercial, to be of much service to it 
and a great annoyance to us, they now have but 
here and there a single bottom afloat, unless we 
count the British pirates buccaneering upon our 
own and English commerce under their unrecog- 
nized flag. 

One year ago the belief was confidently ex- 
eee if not really entertained, that foreign 


owers, moved by the adhesive qualities of cot- | 
ton, and stimulated by a desire to annihilate the || 


great political rival of the western continent, 
would intervene, to stay the conflict and to com- 
ee the destruction of our nation that rebellion 
ad attempted, and so far without success. Now 
the rebel chieftain is reputed as addressing his 
credulous followers, at Jackson, Mississippi, in 
this wise: 
“We had a right to expect recognition long since, but it 
has not come, and my advice is,‘ Put not your faith in 
Princes, nor rest your hopes upon foreign nations.’ ’’ 
After the many servile adulations of England, 
her rulers and people, degrading to the very name 
ofan American, in which certain secession writers 








is considering the question between immediate and | 
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have indulged, to the extent even of claiming kin- 
dred on the score of their peculiar vernacular, itis 
instructive, almost amusing to find from the same 
writers such bitter and infuriate paragraphs as 
these: 

« There can be no doubt that those who direct the policy 
of England secretly rejoice in the fact that the late United 
States are arrayed against each other in a bitter strife, liter 
ally threatening the complete annihilation of each other, 
thus relieving her of a powerful rival of whom she lived in 
continued dread.” 

** If it were possible that the old United States could be 


*restored—an event forever beyond the pale of possibility— 


the English Government would find a wholesome and in 
tense hatred for them, both North and South, which was 
only equaled by that which their brutality inspired in the 
breasts of our grandfathers.”? 


The fox, as he retired from the unattainable |! 
grapes, wasa philosopher; these unsatisfied seek- 


| ers are bawds, frantic that their offers of prostitu- || 


tion present no temptation to the debauchee, whose | 


| favor they have tried in vain to solicit. 


I forbear to go behind the pageant of officials 
into the walks of private life, and especially among 
the masses of the people, once contented as they 
were unaspiringgand unfold the pictures of wretch- 
edness and woe painted above every lintel in the 
South, and repeat the complaints and bitter ex- 
ecrations of the men who have wrought this ruin 
upon them and their country—curses * not loud, 
but deep.’? The scene is too horrible to contem- 
plate—misery unalloyed, ang@h without relief, 
agony without hepe, except in the dismal quiet 
of the grave. 

Occasionally, a view is obtained into the ranks 
of theirsoldiery, showing whatthe bayonets some- 
times think. A letter dated at Richmond, in Au- || 
gust last, and found on the battle-field of South || 
Mountain, thus deplores the writer’s lot,and more 
than insinuates the agencies that involved him: — | 


“fT do hope this war will soon stop, and a compromise 
be made, so that we eanall come home. I would, thisday, 
give half the southesn contederacy, it l owned it, for peace. 
But I believe there are some * big bugs’ glad it is in progress. 
I wish all sueh men had it to fight out. [fthey had, I am 
sure the war would not last one week. I know they could || 
make peace if they would try.”’ | 


And yet we are told the South is a unit, both 
by those who wish to save the Government by 
destroying the South, and those who wish to save | 
the South by destroying the Government. 


| 

} 

The rebel estimate of our operations is thus || 
| 


| summed up in a late number of the Richmond | 


Examiner: | 


| probably have to be abandoned by their population for the | 


| war, so far as depriving us of large regious producing pro- 
|| visions is concerned. 
tucky and Missouri. 


| the tidewater grain regions of Virginia and North Carolina. | 


“Tn a short time considerable districts of the South will | 


want of food. 
“The Yankees have been remarkably successful in the 

} 

} 


They have driven us out of Ken- | 
They have cut off our supplies from | 
Middle and West Tennessee. They have lured from us the | 
easily seduced Northwest Virginia. They have ravaged | 


They have cut us off from the beeves of Texas. Tyey have 
thus curtailed our supplies of meat by one half and of grain | 
by one third.’? 
Jam aware there is another side to this picture, | 
made up of defeats and repulses, and surrenders | 
and evacuations, of invasions and raids; thou- 
sands honorably dead, and other thousands dis- 
honorably alive. But the grand result of all the 
movements has been a continual advance; as the 
waves of the tide, though for the moment reced- | 


swell. The invasions which mortified us so were 
repulsed in some of the most glorious fields of the | 
war, and served only to demonstrate, what rebel- 
lion was very slow to believe, that neither in Ma- 


ryland nor Kentucky could treason find any en- || 
|| couragement or support among the body of their | 


people. Whatever else may happen, we have | 
veard the last proposal to relieve ** downtrodden’? | 
| 


| Maryland or “tenslaved’’ Kentucky. As to the 


raids, if in some instances they have led to our | 
humiliation when encountered by such officers as | 
Colonel McClure—who sends greeting to his Gov- 
ernor: ** We can make no resistance, as it would | 


| only exasperate them and cause the wanton destruc- 


| 
tion of property and life’’—they have also devel- | 
oped some of the highest soldierly qualities, when | 
met by men like Colonels Harlan, Hoskins, and | 
Halissy, who had no fear of exciting rebel ire, 
and did not hesitate to sacrifice both property and 
life. No; view the matter as we may, instead of 
despondency that the Government has accom- 
plished so little toward the suppression of the re- 
bellion, we may rather rejoice and be hopeful that 
it has accomplished so much. To my people | 


| will not an 


and expecting to derive so much comfort ! 


| 

| 

| 

| 

ing, rise higher and further at each successive | 
' 

| 

| 

| 

| 


, . 
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say the deliverance, though long delayed, will 
surely come. 

l well know that from the first there have been 
those who croakingly told us, “ you never can 
overcome the rebellion,’’ or, in their purposed 
phrase, conquer the South. And we have seen 
them point, with ill-disyuised satisfaction if not 
with open exultetion, to Fort Sumter, Bull Run, 
and Fredericksburg, the scenes of our indignation 
and sorrow. Weunderstandallthat. The coan- 
try understands it. Posterity will understand it. 
For the encouragement of those who have been 
disheartened by such ill-omened prophets, so far 
as one so undistinguished as | may encourage 
them, [ repeat my firm and often expressed belief 











| that the country can and will overwhelm the re- 
| bellion, crush out treason, and punish traitors, 


yea, annihilate them, so that in the next genera- 
tion none will be found willing to bear their name 
or acknowledge their kindred. We were told the 
other day vy a gentleman from Missouri, {| Mr. 
Norton,] that already more soldiers have been 
furnished to our armies than there are voters in 
the seceded States. And the supply is very far 
from being exhausted. But it is whispered men 
longer enlist, and a draft cannot be 
enforced. hat is another affair. If the Ameri- 
can people will national suicide, doubtless the 

canaccomplishit. And the world will agree with 


alate French journalist, that— 


* When that day shall come, either the very stones will 
spring to arms in America, or the American people will 
have deserved their doom, and will have lived as a great 
nation only long enough to show us how great nations may 


| come to nothingness.” 


What is the likelihood of such recreancy to 


| the cause of freedom and self-government? The 


opinion and purpose of this House was pretty 
emphatically eo the other day upon the 
passage of the Army appropriation bill, provid- 


| Ing more than half a billion for carrying on the 


war until July, 1864. Against it were cast only 


| three votes, one from each of the States of Mary- 
| land, Kentucky, and Missouri, [Mr. May, Mr. 


Wickurre, and Mr. Norron.} The pour of 
one of these negative voters was set forth subse- 


| quently in a speech recommending, as his pana- 
| cea for our present ills, the disbanding of the 


Army, the dismantling of the Navy, and letting 
rebellion have full swing, until such a time as 
two thirds of the State Legislatures can be in- 
duced to call a general convention to compromise 
what there is left. And, more recently, the finance 
bill, providing for a popular loan of nearly a bil- 
lion, passed without a single dissenting voice. I 
have borrowed from the late message of Governor 
Seymour. I quote again: 


« Our armies in the field must be supported. Under no 
circumstances can the division of the Union be conceded. 
We will put forth every exertion of power;” * * * * 
‘*we can never voluntarily consent to the breakjng up of 
the Union of these States, or the destruction of the Con- 
stitution.”’ 


And yet this is the officer from whose elec- 
tion the enemies of the country were expected 
No, 


|| believe me, the great mass of the American peo- 


ple will never consent to the dismemberment of 


| their country, and very few of them desire it. 


But the Union as it was, is a catch-word of the 
hour. The Union as it was when? When Wash- 
ington, to suppress rebellion, sent into western 
Pennsylvania fifteen thousand men, under the com- 
mand of his neighbor and friend, General Lee— 
General Lee, who, cculd he leave the abodes of 

lory, would smite and confound his traitor son? 

Vhen Webster and Clay rallied to the support of 
Jackson, and sent treason, whipped and abashed, 
to its lair? When Millard Fillmore, called to ac- 
count for the disposition of his fleets in the har- 
bor of Charleston, replied that he was not respons- 
ible for his official conduct to the Governor of 
South Carolina? Or asit was in the waxing and 
waning days of a later Administration, when trea - 
son sat 

“ squat like a toad”’ 

at the senile ear of executive power, and hatched 
its mischievous plot in the very corridors of the 
Presidential Mansion? As it was in the day of 
its glory and might, or as it was in the night of its 
weakness and shame? As it was when strong, 
honest men gave direction to its councils, or agit 
was when turpitude claimed and took precedence 
of decrepitude in the conduct of its affairs? For 
upon this inquiry must largely depend the real aig- 
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i 
nificance of this rallying cry—whether it means 


a reestablishment of the flag and a reassertion of | 
the national authority over every rood of our do- 
mains, or is but an empty formula, to be inter- 
preted to suit any occasion. 

The Union as it was; say, rather, the Union 
as it will be when, the Constitution maintained in 
all its spirit and vigor, even its very forms pre- | 
served inviolate, peace restored upon the basis of | 
our indivisibility, the self-protecting power of pop- 
ular government asserted, our multiplied millions 
shall present to mankind an example of govern- 
ment, mightier, freer, and happier than the world 
has ever seen, Then will be realized the convic- | 
tion of a great English statesman, who, rising 
above the mists of prejudice and traditional enmity 
which have beclouded so many of his country- | 
men, has asserted the justice and hopefulness of 
our cause, in words contrasting most gratefully | 
with the ribuldry and cynicism by which we have | 
been so constantly assailed: 


*T cannot myself believe in such a fate befalling that fair 
innd, etricken though it now be by the ravages of war; I 
cannot believe that civilization in its journey with the sun 
will sink into endless nigut to graufy the awhbition of the 
leaders of this revolt, who seek * to wade through slaughter 
to 4 throwe, and shut the gates of mercy on mankind.’ I 
have another and tar brighter vision before my gaze. Itmay 
be but a vision, but f will still cherish it. I see one vast 
coufederation stretching from the frozen North in one un 
broken jine to the glowiig South, and from the wild billows 
of the Athintic to the ealmer waters of the Pacifie main, and 
sec one people and one law and one language and one faith, 
and over all that wide continent the home of freedom and 


easy for him to frame his resolution and present it 
for the consideration of the Senate without hav- 
ing the petition read here publicly as it would be 
after it had been thus read. I do not know any- 
thing about this particular case, but it is an inno- 
vation upon the rule that has been enforced in the 
Senate ever since I have been a member of it, and I 


know ofno reason why in this particular instance | 
If we do, we shall | 


we should depart from it. 
have applicationsevery morning for the reading of 
private petitions. lam willing to have it referred, 


| or laid on the table, orto make any disposition of it 
| that the Senator chooses, or to consider any reso- 


a refuge for the oppressed of every race.’’ } 


it to 


Mr. ASHLEY, who moved that the House do | 


now adjourn, 1 


The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
half past five o’clock,p.m.) the House adjourned 
to Monday, at twelve o'clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, February 2, 1863. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpervanp. |! 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. | 


SMITUSONIAN INSTITUTION, 


Mr. WILSON obtained the floor, but yielded | 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 


ate a letter from Joseph Henry, Secretary of the 


Smithsonian lnstitution, transmitting a resolution | 


adopted by the Board of Regents of the Smith- 
souian Institution in relation to George E. Badger, 
one of the Regents; which was, on motion of Mr. 
Sumner, referred to the Committee on the Library. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 
Cincinnati, Obto, praying for a grant of six sec- 
tidns of land per mile to the State of Michigan for 
a railread from Little Traverse bay to the Straits 
of Mackinaw, thence to the west end of Lake Su- 
perior; also from the Straits to Sault Ste. Marie; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public | 
Lands. 

ARREST OF M. Y. JOUNSON, 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I present the petition of | 
Madison Y.Juhnson, of Galena, Hiinois, and | 
ask thet it be read. 

The ViCE PRESIDENT. 
there be no objection. 

Mr. GRIMES. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection to the 
reading being made, it must be determined by vote 
of the Senate. 

Mr. GRIMES. I object to it unless there is 
some statement made that will take it out of the 
ordinary rule. I know no reason why one man 
should have his petition read, and not another. 

Mr. RICHARDSON.. I desire that the petition 
mey be read in order that | may base a resolution 
upon it for investigating the facts stated in that 
petition. The petitioner states that he has been 
wantonly arrested and imprisoned and discha 
without being informed of any charge against him. 
They have refused to communicate to him an 
reason why he has been thus long imprisoned. 
For the purpose of investigating that fact, 1 pre- 
sented the petition, and asked that it might be read. 

Mr. GRIMES. If that is the only reason the 


It will be read, if 


. Senator has, surely-it is avery ineufficient one. 


He has had the petition in his possession. I sup- 
pose he bas read it. If he has not done so, it is 
certainly not the fault of the Senate. It is justas 


| 
| 
j 
| 


i 


lution he may base upon it whenever he sees fit to | 


yresent the resolution, 

Mr. RICIIARDSON. 
with the rules of this bedy. 
send the petition to any of the standing commit- 
tees of the Senate. 
following resolution, if it is now in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That a committee of threé be appointed to in- | 


vestigate the facts in reference to the arrest and imprison- 


mentoft Madison Y. Jolson, and that said committee have | 


the power to send for persons and papers, to examine wit 
nesses under oath, and administer oaths to said witnesses. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison 


referring the peMRtion presented to a select com- 


mittee, according to the terms of the motion of || 


the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. CLARK. Must not that resolution lic 
over? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
not. The Chair thinks that it is in the nature 
of a motion to refer the petition to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CLARK. Ido not think it worth while 
for the Senate to undertake to investigate these 
particular cases, They shoul be investigated 
somewhere else. I hope the motion will not pre- 
vail. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
referring the petition to a select committee, as pro- 


posed by the Senator from Illinois, 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. Would nota motion to refer 


I ask for the yeas and 


| to one of the standing committees take precedence? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It would. 
Mr. SUMNER. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 


ison referring to the Committee on the Judiciary; | 


that motion taking precedence. 


Mr. POWELL. I hope the motion of the Sen- | 


ator from Massachusetts will met prevail. 


The 


| object of the resolution offered by the Senator from 





Illinois ts to investigate the causes of the arrest 
of a citizen of the United States. We have had 


committees of this body to investigate almost all | 
manner of actings and doings touching the Army | 
, and Navy, and almost everything else; but when 


it is proposed to appoint a committee for the pur- 
pose of investigating the reason why a citizen of 


| the United States has been deprived of his liberty, 


we find objections coming from Senators on the 
other side of the Chamber. If itis not proper that 
we raise committees to investigate why the officers 
of this Government—the Secretary of War, for 
instance—have deprived, unlawfully, a citizen of 
his liberty, and kept him many months in prison, 
i am ata loss to know any valid reason why we 
should ever investigate any question. Senators 
seem to be utterly indisposed to allow the coun- 
try to see the facts, or to have any investigation 
of these arbitrary and illegal arrests. 

I hope, sir, that the motion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts will not prevail; and that the res- 
olution offered by the Senator from Iiiinois will 
be adopted. It is due to the public liberties that 
we investigate this matter, and that we let the 
country know who it is that thus violates the con- 
stitutional rights of the citizen. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. President, I ho 
I shall not be deemed out of order if I refer to the 
petition of Mr. Johnson, which has been presented 
to this body this morning, and present his state- 
ments, which are sworn to, for the information. 
of the Senate and of the country. 

Mr. POWELL. Read the petition as part of 
your speech; you have a right to do that. 


I am not very familiar | 
I do not propose to | 


I move in reference to it the | 


} 


| Senate... 














ES 


| facts particularly. 





— 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly, and in that 


way bring the facts which it contains before the 
I read the petition: 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled: 

The petition and memorial of Madison Y¥. Johnson, a cjt- 

izen of the State of Illinois, would most respectfully rep- 

resent unto your honorable body that about nine o'clock at 

night on the 28th of August last, your petitioner was arrest. 

ed, while engaged in the defense of a murder case, in the 


| city of Galena, his place of residence. That said arrest wag 


made under and by authority of a telegraphic dispatel. par- 
porting to be by order of the Secretary of War, and signed 
*L. C. Turner, Judge Advocate,” in which said dispate)h 
your petitioner was charged with disloyal practices, and 
ordered to be conveyed to Fort LaFayette, in the State of 
New York, and delivered to the commandant thereof. 
Your petitioner was arrested as aforesaid, and remained 
in custody during the remaining progress of said trial ; and 
after the same was compicted, he was conveyed to the city 
of New York, to the police headquarters of Jolin A. Ken- 
nedy, provost marshal, where he was detained a tew hours 
in what is known as the “ inner temple,” trom which place 
he was conveyed to and lodged in Fort La Fayette, on the 
2d of September last, without any warrant, process, or charge 


| of an offense against the laws of the country, to dhe know}- 


edge of your petitioner, except said telegram. Aud your 
petitioner here states the fact that he has never at any time, 
in word, act, or deed, been guilty of ** disloyal practices,” 
or of any disloyal act at any time or under any circum. 
stances. 

On the 9th of September the judge advocate appeared at 
Fort La Fayette, and the following is the substance of what 
took place on that occasion. He asked me “if I knew what 
IT was charged with???” Lanswered, © I did not know what 


| Iwas charged with, or who was ny accuser; but I was ready 


to answer forevery act of my life to my country.’ [le then 
asked me ‘if I was not Yankee cnough to guess what [ 
was arrested for?” T replied, ‘* [had nota drop of Yankee 
blood in me, and did not desire to guess, but did desire to 
know what I was charged with, and who was my accuser.” 
Without answering, he asked “if f had brought a suit 
against Smith in favor of Roth, for damages?” I replied, 
“Thad; but that [ had too much confidence in my Govern. 
ment to think it would interfere, and make the act of a 
lawyer in bringing a suit between two private persons a 
cause ofarrest.”? He then asked me “ if Lhad any objection 
to make a statement of the facts imregard tothat case?” [ 
answered, “I had nothing to disguise,” and gave him the 
After some further conversation, he said 
he “* would ask me a question: I need not answer it if [ did 
not desire.”’ L replied, “ask it—I have nothing to disguise.” 
fle then asked me * if | was a member of a secret society 
known asthe Knights of the Golden Circle?” I told him 
*[ did not belong to that or any other kindred society—that 
the only secret society or organization was the Masonic fra 
ternity.”” Ile asked me “if Twas willing to swear to my 
statement then made??? I told him “he might regard all 
mny statement as being under oath, as [ would make no state- 
ment f would not swear to.” [le thenasked me “ if | was 
willing to take the oath asa loyal man?” | answered, “[ 
had not the slightest objection to take any oath the laws of 
my country imposed, but [ would take no oath prescribed 
by arbitrary power, that by implication impeached my in- 


| tegrity as aman, or casta suspicion upon me as being guilty 


of an offeuse, as a condition of my release.” 

The above is the substance of all that passed before the 
judge advocate. 

On the 17th of September T was removed to the city of 
New York by order of the Secretary of War, (as I was in 
formed by the officer having me in charge,) and placed in 
the House of Detention, and on the next day taken to Fort 
Delaware, Delaware, where I have remained ever since, as 
a ‘* political prisoner,” restrained of my liberty. 

L would here remark, after the interview above named 
with the judge advocate, some three affidavits were manu- 
factured and sworn to by persons [ had bat little Know!l- 
edge of, and whose characters arc very questionable, in which 
I ain charged, while under arrest, with making some “ dis- 
loyal expressions,” which are purbled and perverted to such 
an extent as to make them deliberate falsehoods. 

Your petitioner would further represent that he has, dur- 
ing the last three months, presented his grievances to the 
judge advocate, the Secretary of War, Major General Wool, 
and to the President, as follows: 


( Copy of Letter to the President. ) 
Fort Detawanre, Detawanre, October 28, 1862. 

Sir: [ addressed a letter to you on the 7th of September, 
from Fort La Fayette, intorming you of my arrest at Galena, 
on a telegrapltic dispatch of the Secretary of War. | was 
at once transported beyond the jurisdiction of my State, 
and, after being detained at Fort La Fayette some sixteen 
days, [ was removed to this place, where [ have been de- 
tained ever since. And, strange to say, up to this day I 
have no knowledge of what offense I am charged or who is 
my accuser, and | solemnly declare to you, | have never, by 
word, thought, or act, done a disloyal thing to my county. 
That my Government ims been imposed upon by machina- 
tion of private malice, through the representations of a dis- 
honorable member of Congress, (as [ am induced to believe 
from the facts within my knowledge.) I have patiently en- 
dured all these things, hoping my Government would in- 
quire into and vindicate me. I have addressed communi- 
cations to the judge advocate, Major General Wool, and 
the Secretary of War, respectively, as [ was advised at the 
time I was under each of these jurisdictions, none of whom 
have condescended to answer, and I now appeal to you, 
as head of the nation, whose duty it is to see that persona! 
liberty is protected, to interpose in my behalf. If I am 
charged with an offense, let me be informed of it, that I cau 
vindicate myself. If I am not, then, in the name of com- 
mon justice, do not punish me. 
the Government to punish those who are guilty of no of 
fense, and from your acquaintance with me, and Mr.Wasl. 
burne, for the last eighteen years, you. should be able w 
determine with some accuracy whether | cathe te of an 
offense against my country, or, under the times, he 
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has availed himself of his position to carry out his petty 
malice. In cither event, it is due to me, to the Govern 
ment, and yourself, that L either be tried or discharged. 
You, as well as myself, know that the personal liberty of 
the citizen Is of more importance to the country than all 
yther rights, and without which all others are valueless. 

Under these circumstances, believing you have no other 
object in view than to see the law duly administered, and 
individual liberty protected, I am induced, as a matter of 
4ustice to myself, to ask your interposition; holding my- 
self ready to answer for every act of my life. 

Under these circumstances, with the knowledge that the 
Government has been imposed upon, and it being both your 
duty and pleasure to protect her citizens, U cannot doubt, 
when your attention is called to my case, you will take ac- 
tion in the premises. My detention can effect no good to 
tue Government, and does me an absolute injury. In no 
yiew can my further detention be justified. 

Hoping soon to be discharged, I am, respectfully, yours, 

M. Y. JOHNSON. 
To his Excellency President Lincotn. 


Your petitioner would further represent that his arrest, 
without warrantor any of the forms of law, was an illegal 
and arbitrary usurpation of power, on the part ef the Sec- 
retary of War, destructive of all liberty to the citizen. His 
transportation beyond the State, where the courts are open 


and uninterrupted for the punishment of crime, is not only | 


an invasion of State sovereignty, but a violation of consti- 
tutional guarantees. His incarceration, and detention in 
a military prison, without informing him of the offense 
charged against him, or his accuser’s name, and making it 
an aggravation of the offense toemploy couusel and attempt 
to get « hearing, is an intolerable despotism, only equaled 
by the dark and mysterious actings of a Spanish inquisi- 
tion ; and, last, the entire neglect and refusal to hear his 
rievances or make any examination as to the guilt orinno- 
cence of the accused, when he was hopelessly buried in a 
bastile, and could have no communication with his friends 
except by permission of those who had already outraged 
him, is a degree of tyranny unparalleled in the history of a 
free Government. 
Your memorialist would further state he was turned out 


on the 13th of December last by order of the Secretary of 


War, without any oath, entirely ignorant of the offense 
charged, who was his accuser, or why he was detained and 
removed from fort to fort. Neither has he been able to ob- 
tain any information, either from the President, Secretary 
of War, or judge advocate, although he has demanded to 
know what the accusation was and by whom made. 

Your petitioner therefore prays your honorable body to 
inquire into the facts by a resolution of the Senate, as the 
only means that is left to him to find out who accused him 
and what offense he was accused of, believing an American 
Senate will grant him the only means of vindicating him- 
self, All of which is respectfully submitted. 


MADISON Y. JOHNSON. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th Jan- 
uary, 1863. RICHARD SEAL, 
Clerk of County Court. 

Mr. President, I desire to add one word to what 
the petitioner has said. An American citizen, 
without offense, without accuser, without charge 
in relation to all the constitutional guarantees that 
are given to him, is arrested, taken from his home 
and his friends, and confined in a bastile; and he 
can find no place in this free country where he 
can ascertain who was his accuser or what was 
his offense. Sir, the best thing the American 
Senate and the American Congress can do to-day 
is to bring to light the men who have been making 
charges secretly against their fellow-citizens and 
having them torn trom their friends and immured 
in bastiles in violation of every principle of the 
Constitution and of common justice. Sir, there 
is a feeling broad and wide and deep in the coun- 
try from which [ come upon this subject. It will 
lead to consequences disastrous to us all if it is 
persisted in one moment further. I do not desire 
this investigation to be had for the sake of this 
individual alone. It is for the sake of those who 
have been outraged by tlic acts of the Secretar 
of War that I wish this investigation to be had, 
that we may know the power, the authority, and 
the information upon which he has acted. Mr. 
Johnson’s case is that of thousands of others who 
have been arrested and imprisoned. No accuser, 
no crime or charge alleged, no trial had, and after 
confinement of days and months, as it suited the 
whim or caprice of the Secretary of War or some 
provost marshal, they are sworn and released, or 
if they will not take an oath, they are released 
without it. 

_Mr. ANTHONY. I understand that this pe- 
toner is now in prison. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; he states that 
he is now out of prison. 

Mr.ANTHONY. I understand that he could 
have liberated himself at any time by taking the 
oath of allegiance, and that he refused to do it, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Senator from Rhode 
Istand will pardon me. After he had been in prison 
some time—the time is not very definitely stated— 
the judge advocate then proposed to release him 
by his taking the oath; but the wrong had been 
done before they proposed the oath to him. 


[v-s.] 


| 
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Mr. ANTHONY. L understand that he refused 
to take the oath. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Well, sir, | think we have 
more important business before us than attending 
to the wrongs of people who refuse to take the 
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oath of allegiance to support the Government. | || 


have no sympathy for him, and I shall not vote 
to refer his petition to any committee. 
lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
Senator from Rhode Island before express the idea 
to which he has just given utterance; and I con- 
fess that it strikes me as singularly fallacious. 
Where a man is arrested 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
the table debatable ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does not 
understand that avy such motion is pending. 

Mr.CHANDLER. The Senator from Rhode 
Island made that motion. 

Mr. BAYARD. When an innocent man is 





arrested, he may very well say, ‘* if you require | 
me, as a reason for my discharge, to take an oath |) 


which the law does not prescribe, which there is 
no authority to administer, | am, by implication, 
admitting that there was ground for my arrest, 
founded upon suspicion on my general behavior.”’ 
I think no man of ordinary firmness would ever 
agree to place himself in that position. 
the question whether aman might not justly take 


1 move to 


I have heard the honorable | 


Is the motion to lay on | 


It is not | 
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acter or motives, choose to take the oath volua- 
tarily on such representations. But I presume, 
if the honorable Senator were approached bv ap 
individual with whom he had no personal reta- 
tions, who should say to him, * Sir, you are sus 
pected of being disloyal, and you had better take 
the oath, and if you do not, you shall be made to 
feel the consequences,’ would he notconsider such 
a mode of proposing it to him asa personal insult, 
and turn from the individual with contempt? For 


| my own part, I can see no difference in the prin- 
' ciple of a lawless requirement from an individual 
to take the oath and his lawless arrest by the 
| power of the Government, and then requiring the 
| oath as a condition precedent to his discharge. In 


the one case, it is simply an individual insult; ip 
the other, itis a great Government wrong, which 
bears fotonly on the individual himself, but makes 


| him admit by implication that he was justly ar- 


rested, and also bears upon every citizen in the 
community, and upon the common right of the 
people at large. Therefore he has the double mo- 
tive for refusing the oath in the latter case, that 
he would have the right to resent it in the case of 
such an individual demand. 

Mr. HOWE. I will only occupy a moment's 
time. I do not understand that the memorial which 


| has been presented here this morning asks any re- 


an oath of allegiance, though, in my belief, these | 


test oaths are matters which had better be avoided. 
The citizen owes his allegiance founded eithet 


apon his birth or his naturalization, and his duties | 
arise from that. If he would willfully violate those | 
duties, I would not care much for his swearing | 


allegiance over again. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. What is the question ? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the reference of the petition. 
Rhode Island is understood to withdraw his mo- 


tion to lay on the table. Indeed, the Chair did 
not hear that motion. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 
cussion. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BAYARD. Thecitizen does notstrengthen 
his bond of allegiance at all by his oath. His 
duties become in no respect different. It is sim- 
ply an exaction, contrary to law, which, if he 


submits to, implies that he concedes that there | 


was some general ground on which he was prop- 
erly arrested, Now, sir, | do not think that can 
be expected. The principle that is important 
here is not the case of the individual man. The 
honorable Senator may feel sympathy for that in- 
dividual or not. You would not feel sympathy 
for aman you believed to be wrong; but the great 
principle involved in this is that the privilege of 
freedom from arrest is the common right of every 
American citizen, and its violattn in the individ- 


ual instance is a violation of that right which ought | 


never to be parted with, because it not only in- 
jures the individual in the particular case, but the 


submission to it involves the right of every man | 


in the community, and makes him subject to ex- 
ecutive power without warrant and without law. 
In other words, it abandons the whole principle 
of a free Government. 

I think I heard the honorable Senator from 
Rhode Island say, on a former occasion, that he 
would not object to taking an oath of allegiance 
half a dozen times a day, or as often as might be 


necessary. Sir, I do not know that he would. If | 


a man chose voluntarily, from amy reason to do 
it, [do not know that there could be any diffi- 
culty on the subject, though, in my own judg- 
ment, | do not care much about professions, nor 
do I think that these things add any evidence what- 


ever to one’s belief that the individual will more | 


roperly perform his duties as a citizen. If the 
1onorable Senator were approached—I suppese it 
would a good deal depend on the manner—if a 
friend were to say to him, ‘‘ Sir, some persons 
have an idea that some of your opinions are not 
altogether correct; that you are not a loyal 
in your sentiments and feelings; and, as | know 
you are, I think that by taking the oath of alle- 
giance you can give a sufficient answer to your 
calumniators;’’ if the honorable Senator, under 
those circumstance, regarded the advice of his 


friend, he might, if he thought it was worth while | 


to answer such general sentiments or opinions, 
founded in an erroneous conception of his eher- 


| 


The Senator from | 


I do not wish to cut off dis- |) 





| lief whatever. Itisa mere presentation of a piece 


of biography, as | understand it, the chapters of 
which, the author seems to think, present a story 
of grave wrongs committed against him by some- 
body connected with the Government of the Uni- 
ted States. Lam not here to controvert any of 
those statements, because I do not understand that 
the memorialist asks us to do so; and if he did ask 
us to doso, I do not see why we should grant his 
request; for if we investigated as fully as he de- 
sired all these statements, and found them to be 
true, !do not know what the Senate could do after 
having ascertained the facts. Upon the petition 
of Mr. Johnson I do not understand that we 
should be authorized to try the President of the 
United States or to punish him. 1 do not under- 
stand that either Mr. Johnson or any other citizen 
of the United States can be very seriously op- 
pressed by the action of the President, or by any- 
body else, without having aremedy. If Mr. John- 
son, who is no longer a prisoner, has ever been 
illegally arrested and confined, it is possible that 
upon an application to the judicial and not to the 
legislative, or any portion of the legislative triba- 
nal of the country, the legality or the illegality of 
that arrest might have been determined, and he 
might have been discharged from his arrest. I sa 

it is possible that it might have been aeneneanel. 
It is not certain, I admit, that it could have been. 
It is possible that the writ of habeas corpus could 
not have been obtained. It may be that it had been 
suspended in that case, and he could not get the 
privileges of the writ. That may not be the only 
remedy. His arrest may be, perhaps, illegal, and 
although he may not be able to get the benefit of 
the writ of habeas corpus, and therefore get a dis- 
charge or be restored to liberty, it may be that he 
has by the law of the land (and he ean ascertain 
whether he has or not, if he appeals to the judi- 
cial tribunals, and not to this) a personal remedy 
against the person who illegally arrested him, or 
the person who illegally confined him. I do not 
say it is so, but | say if the law existing gives 
him such a remedy, by appealing to the judicial 
tribunals he can have it, but not here. If the Pres- 
ident or any other officer connected with the Gov- 
ernment has illegally restrained this man of his 
liberty, he may have, by the law of the land, either 
of these two remedies; he ean get them only by 
ap oly ing to the judicial tribunals. If he has not 
either of there, and there has been any oppression 
any tyranny, any wrong about this thing, if it 
amounts to a great high crime or a misdemeanor, 
if the Flouse of Representatives, the Representa- 
tives of the people, see fit, upon their own respons- 
ibility to say’so, | suppose they can present the 
President here for trial, in this tribunal, and so we 
mightget jurisdiction of the offense, not otherwise. 
Butifit does not amount toa high crime or a mis- 
demeanor, if the citizen has neither of these judi- 
cial remedies, or any remedy which he can pursue 
in the courts of law, I do not know how you can 
get at the matter until about two years from this 
time; and then I suppose the people of the United 
States can furnish a remedy—not the Senate, not 
the Legislature, not the courts. If itis not a wrong 
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which the judicial tribunals can redress, if is not 
a wrong wit h the Senate of the U bith d States can 
punish, situng as a court ot impeachment, L sup 
pose it is ouly an act of mal-administration, unless 
it be an act of good and wise adiministration—it js 
at worstonly an act of mal-administration upon 
which the President or his advisers may be put 
on trial in about two years from this time; and] 
respectfully suggest, if that be the tribunal before 


which it shall be tried, that we defer the debate un- | 
tl that time comes round, and then we will hear it. 
It is said here that liberty was offered to this | 


individual constantly during the term of his con- 
finement upon the simple condition that he would 
take an oath to support, not the Administration, 
butthe Constitution and Governmentof the United 
Siates, and he refused the conditions. He had 
rather remain in confinement than take such an 
oath; and itis urged here that the requiring of such 
an oath or such an assurance was an insult to the 
inan and an act of oppression in uself. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, The Senator from Wis- 
consin is entirely mistaken, The oath was not 
tendered to him when he was arrested, but when 
he had been in Fort La Fayette probably a month. 

Mr. HOWE. 
his confinement the oath was tendered to hint, and 
freedom from that arrest was tendered to him, on 
the condition of his taking it. Perhaps there had 
been a wrong committed before the oath was tend- 
ered. 


1 said that daring the ume of 


Iam bound to suppose, as a citiz:n of the 
United States, that our officials, who are our 
agents, are acting in full view of the respousibility 
imposed upon them by the Constituuion and the 
laws. Lam bound to suppose they are acting in 
good faith; because we kuow that a great many 
delinquent officials have found out before this how 
severe are the penaluies which fall upon the agents 
of the people when they do not act in good faith. 
1 therefore do not assume—I will not assume, 
even for the purposes of this brief debate—that 
the President, or any offiver acting under his in- 
structions, has acted wantonly and willfully in this 
matter, They may have been mistaken; bat 
whether they have or not, I say we have these 
remedies, 

I insist there is no insult, and there is no op- 
pression, in times like these, when any man falls 
under suspicion, Ho maticr how innocent he may 
be, that he shall be asked to free himself from that 
suspicion by pledging anew his allegiance to the 
Goverument under which he rests. 
peace, when we know of no man who is bold enough 
and bad enough to be disloyal toa Governmentlike 
this, then, itis true, itisa wrong to flout any man 
with suspicion; but those times are passed. We 
know that a large portion of the people of the 
United States are among the rankest and foulest 
tratlora the world ever saw. 
veople are tainted with this treason we do not 
an It is a misfortune to fall under suspicion. 
It is not altogether a misfortune; | say it is a 
crime—notso recognized upon yourstatute-books; 
that is our fault; we have not made the statute- 
books what they ought to be—it is a crime in the 
eye of the American people, and in the eye of that 
God who presides over the American people, when 


any citizen of a country like this, aud under a | 


Government like this, allows his conduct to be so 
double, so uncandid, so insincere as to allow any 
suspicion of his loyalty to rest upon him. tis 
not merely a misfortune; it is acrime. We owe 
it to ourselves, every one of us, that there should 


In times of 


be no possible ground of suspicion falling upon | 
any ove of us of our desire and our design to sup- | 


port this form of governmentforever. Thatis the || 


duty that rests upon us. 


Sir, Lam very glad when I see a man whose | 


sense of honor isso nice and so high that he feels 
aggrieved that a suspicion should rest apon his 
loyalty, or that any jealousy should be expressed 
about his good faith in the support of the Govern- 
ment, But, sir, | have heard of a number of in- 
stances where thefts have been committed on board 
of steamers or in stage coaches even. It was very 
evident that some one of the passengers on board 
had been guilty of the theft. I have heard, and 
so have 
whole of them. Fora man to come into this Sen- 
ate Chamber, or come into the streets, or come 
into any ordinary community, and propose, with- 


How many of our | 
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a community composed of a definite number of 


perso he facti stk lished thata theft has been 
that limited 
munity myst have committed the theft, | never 


] } ‘ 
neara of 


committed and some ove of com- 


an instance yet where, under such cir- 
cumstances any man o j' cted to the s¢ rch, but 
what, if the search were persisted in, the stolen 
goods wert Mr. Presi- 
dent, | am vehemently afraid that whoever in 
times like these refuses or hesitates to give what- 
ever assurance his oath or word can give that he 
will stand by the old flag and maiutain the old 
Union; | say Lam vehemently afraid that when 
absolute truth illustrates his conduct and his mo- 
tives he will be found not willing to stand by the 
old flag nor maintain the old Union. 

This memorial has been read in the Senate and 
has been commented upon. | do not undtrstand 
that the memorialist asks any relief on the part of 
the Legislature or on the part of the Senate; any- 
thing that the Senate can do or that the Legisla- 
ture can do. Ido not understand that he com- 
plains of the laws of the land, or that he asks any 
new legislation. I think, therefore, it had better 
lie ou the table; and | move thatit le on the table. 

Mr. CLHIANDLER, Mr. President, | du not 
wish to debate this question; but 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator from 
Wisconsin moves that the subject-matter lie on 
the table, which is not a debatable motion. 

Mr. POWELL. On that lask for the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 22, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Arnold, Chandler, Clark, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Hicks, 
Howard, Howe, King, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Pomeroy, 
Sumner, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson of Massachu 


) 


found upon his person. 





setis—Ll2 
NAYs—Messrs. Bayard, Carlile, Dayis, Harding, Hen 
derson, Kennedy, Latham, McDougall, Powell, Rice, Rich 
ardson, Saulsbury, Turpie, Wall, Willey, and Wilson of 
Missouri—16. 
So the motion was agreed to, and the subject 
was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. McDOUGALL., 


I move to postpone all 


priov orders, and that the Senate take up the reso- | 


lutions introduced by myselfon the 19th of Janu- 
ary, in regard to our relations with France and 
Me xXico, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished 


| business of Saturday, being the legislative, ex- 
_ ecutive, and judicial appropriation bill, is now be- 


fore the Senate; but thatis included inthe Senator’s 
motion, which ts to postpone everything. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Lask the Senator to yield 


for a moment to enable me to call up a report of 


| a committee of conference which was made on 


Saturday. It will take but a moment. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. We may as well have this 


| matter settled a®once if this motion is to be insisted 


on by the Senator. I hope he will not insist upon 
it, because we are half way through with the le- 
gislative appropriauon bill, and can dispose of it 
in a short time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from California withdraw his motion, to enable 
the Senator from Michigan to call up the report of 
a committee of conference ? 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 


| understanding as to when this resolution shall be 


considered. 1 have come here day after day in- 
tending to call up this resolution, but I have post- 
poned it on account of other business. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the Senator would 
hardly wish to antagonize his resolution with a 
bill which comes from a committee of which he 
is a member, and which ought to be passed at 
once. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Iam aware of that; but 
I should like to have some understanding with 
Senators as to when this resolution shall be taken 


| up, as lL have brought into the Senate Chamber 


ou, of many propositions to search the || 


official documents somewhat difficult of access. I 
give way now, but J shall endeavor to call up the 


resolution after this bill shall have been disposed | 


of. 


Mr. SUMNER. I wish to say that I shall ob- 


| ject to the consideration of that resolution. 


| 
i 


out any warrant, to search the person of an in- | 


| 
i 


REVENUE OFFICERS. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I now ask the Senate to 


dividual to ascertain if stolen goods were upon his || consider the report of the committee of conference 
person, you know is a grave insult; but when in i 


oa the bill (H. R. No. 561) in relation to commis- 


I will if I can have an | 








sioned officers of the United States revenue cutter 
service. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 
561) in relation to commissioned officers of the Uniteq 
States revenue cutter service, having met, after full anq 
free conference have agreed to recommend, and do recou)- 
ineud, to their respective Houses as follows: 

‘That the House of Representatives recede from their dis 
agreement to the amendment of the Senate, and agree to 
the said amendment. 

3 JOHN C. TEN EYCK, 
ZACHARIAH CHANDLER, 
JOHN 8. CARLILE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
THOMAS D. ELIOT, 
DWIGHT LOOMIs, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


The report was concurred in. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. FOOT presented a memorial of volunteer 
officers of the Army, remonstrating against the 
advanced bounty of forty dollars to each recruit 
from the volunteer service to the regular Army, 
as contemplated, as they allege, by ‘‘ general order 
No. 154” from the War Department; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. 

Mr. HOWE presented a memorial of manufac- 
turers, merchants, and citizens of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, praying for such a modifieation of the 
internal revenue law as will provide an increased 
income tax, instead of the tax ov manufactures; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the petition of 
Evelina Porter, praying arrears of pension; which 

| was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


| PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. LANE, of Kansas, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis- 

charged trom the further consideration of the petitions of 

, the Wyandott tribe of Indians, and of the chiefs and head 

men of that tribe, and that the memorialists have leave to 
withdraw their petitions and papers. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 695) for the appointment of a Deputy Reg- 
ister in the Treasury Department, and for other 
purposes, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was recommitted the bill (H.R. 
No. 624) giving aid to the State of Missouri for 
the purpose of securing the abolishment of slavery 
in that State, reported it with amendments. 

Mr.SHERMAN. The Committee on Finance, 
| to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 486) to pro- 

vide a national currency secured by a pledge of 
'| United States stocks, and to provide for the cir- 
| culation and redemption thereof, have instructed 
me to report it with sundry amendments. I de- 
| Sire to state that on Wednesday, or as soon as it 
is printed, I will call up the bill, and I shall ask 
early action upon it, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, gave notice of his in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce a bill authoriz- 
ing the President to stop the pay of military offi- 
cers not in active duty, in certain cases, and pro- 
viding for the repeal of the law limiting the num- 
ber of major and brigadier generals. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILLEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
497) for the relief of Sarah F. Berryman; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


NON-PAYMENT OF TROOPS. 


| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, submitted 
the following resolution; which was considered 
| by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Paymaster General be directed to re- 
port to the Senate what regiments, if any, have not been 
paid up to the@lst of August, 1862, and the reasons for such 

| non-paymeut. 


j 
} 
| EDMUND H. BROOKE. 
| 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I desire to move to 


reconsider the vote by which the Senate on Sat- 
urday rejected the bill (H.R. No. 519) to increase 
the pay of Edmund H. Brooke, the chief clerk in 
the paymaster’s department. 


| 
} 








of 
d 


1863. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to re- 
consider will be ente red. 

On motion of Mr. LANE, of Kansas, it was 

dered, That the Secretary be directed to request the 
House of Representatives to return to the Senate the bill 
{]. R. No. 519) to increase the pay of Edinund H. Brooke, 


; 


the chief clerk in the paymaster’s department, which bill | 


was rejected by the Senate on the 3lst of January. 
MESSAGE FROM THE IOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 


by Mr. Ernenipes, its Clerk, announced that 


the House of Representatives had agreed to the 


amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 
649) making appropriations for the consular and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1864. 

“ The message also announced that the House 
of Representatives had disagreed to the thirty-fifth 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (HL. R. No. 
610) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending thm 30th of June, 1864, 
and for « deficiency for the signal service for the 


year ending June 30, 1863, and had agreed to all | 


the other amendments of the Senate to the said 
bill. 


The message also announced that the House of | 


Representatives had passed the bill (S. No. 458) 


to amend an act entitled **An act for the collection || 


of direct taxes in Insurrectionary districts within 
the United Stages, and for other purposes,’ ap- 
proved June a 1862. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced that the Speaker | 


of the House of Representatives had signed the | 
following enrolled bill and joint resolutions; which | 


thereupon received the signature of the -Vice 
President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 616) making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending June 30, 
1864. 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 117) tendering 


the thanks of Congress to Commander John L. |! 


Worden, of the United States Navy. 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 131) to confirm 
the adverse decision of the Court of Claims in the 
case of Moses Yale. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


635) making appropriations for the legislative, | 


executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending 30th June, 1864. 

The Committee ov Finance proposed to amend 
the bill by striking out the following clause: 


For the collection and compiling of agricultural statistics, | 


and the procurement, propagation, and distribution of the 
most improved varieties of grapes, and by hybridization to 
originate and develop those characteristics necessary to 
encourage the production of wine in the United States, and 


for the distribution of cuttings, plants, seeds, and cereals | 
of new and useful varieties, both foreign aud domestic, and | 
for the introduction and protection of inseetivorous birds, | 


and for investigations to test the practicability of cultiva 


ting and preparing fiax and beimp asa substitute for cotton, | 


and forthe encouragement of the agricultural and rural in- 


terests ofall parts of the Union, and for securing an efficient | 


clerical corps, chemist, botanist, entomologist, ornitholo- | 


gist, and other persons skilled iu the natural sciences per- 
taining to agriculture, laborers, aud for the purpose of es- 


tablishing a laboratory, with the necessary apparatus for | 


practical and scientific experiments in agricultural chem- 
istry, $130,000: Provided, That the pay of clerks, messen- 
gers, and laborers shall not exceed the sum allowed tosim- 
ilar employés in the Departments. 


And inserting in lieu thereof the following: 


For the salary of the Commissioner of Agriculture, 


$3,000. 

For the salary of the chief clerk in the Departnent of 
Agriculture, $2,000. 

For the collection and compiling of agricultural statistics, 
for promoting agricultural and rural economy, and the pro- 
curement, propagation, and distribution of cuttings and 


seeds of new and useful varieties, and for the introduction | 


and protection of insectivorous birds, and for investigations 
to test the practicability of cultivating and preparing flax 
aud hemp as a substitute for cotton, and for paying the 
clerks and employés, and contingent expenses necessary in 
said Department, $60,000. 

Mr. HARLAN proposed to amend the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Finance by inserting, 
after the word * cotton,’’ the words, ** and for the 
purpose of establishing a laboratory, with the 
hecessary apparatus for practical and scientific 
emp in agricultural chemistry.’’ 

he VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
ou the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
lowa to the amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 


|| Mr. FESSENDEN. 


That | suppose involves 
necessarily a moon to merease Lhe appropriation 
recommended by the Committee en Finance in 
their amendmen 
objection to it. 
involve that. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
rily involve au increase of the appropriation pro- 
post d by the committee, It only requires the 
appoimtmer tof one man, as I understand. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then, with that under- 
standing, that itis not to be used as an argument 
_ for an increase of the appropriation, I have no 

objection to it. 


If it did not, [should have no 
It must necessarily, however, 


ok, Fue & 
I] think it does not necessa- 


I] do not care how they dispos 
| of the money, so that the sum is not increased. 

Theamendmenttothe amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN I move further to amend the 
amendimentin the stx hundred and sixty-filth line, 
by striking out the word * sixty,” and inserting 
‘one hundred and thirty;’’ so as to make the 

| appropriation $130,000. © 

Mr. ANTHONY. Lunderstand that that amend- 
ment is the one already at issue, whether we shall 
strike out ‘* one hundred and thirty,’’ and subst- 
| tute **sixty.’? The original bill proposes an ap- 
propriation of $130,000—the amendment of the 
committee reduces it to $60,000. 

Mr. HARLAN. The difference is this: I think 
the language in which the amendment proposed 
by the Committee on Finance is couched is much 
| better than that in the original bill. It is not so 
| general, and confines the appropriation to specific 
purposes, and excludes some objects to which 
exception has been taken in the discussion here- 
tofore in the Senate. I prefer the language in 
which the amendmeut is couched, to the language 
of the original bill. : 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then I will ask the Sen- 
ator from lowa to allow me first to move an amend- 
| Ment setting aparta specific portion of the appro- 
priation to test experiments in cultivating and 
| preparing flax and hemp as substitutes for cotton. 

Mr. HARLAN, Cannot your amendment be 
added to the section? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The two amendments can 
be put together so as to make the appropriation 
| $110,000, and then add $20,000 for the purpose of 

trying these experiments, of which I understand 

the Senator from Lowa to bein favor. Inthat way 
we can accomplish both objects. 

Mr. HARLAN. 1 have no objection to that; 
and for that purpose I will withdraw my amend- 
ment, 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then I understand the 
amendment to be to strike out in lines six hun- 
dred and sixty-one, six hundred and sixty-two, 
and six hundred and sixty-three of the amend- 

| ment of the Coramittee on Finance the following 


words: **and for investigations to test the practi- | 


cability of cultivating and preparing flax and hemp 


as a substitute for cotton;’’ and in line six hun- | 


dred and sixty-five to strike out the word “ sixty”’ 

and insert ** one hundred and ten;’’ and at the end 

of the amendment toadd, ‘‘ and for investigations 

to test the practicability of cultivaung and pre- 
| paring flax and hemp as a substitute for cotton, 
$20,000.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis the amend- 
ment now pending. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should really like to 
hear some sort of reason given for this. The 
Senator moves to appropriate $20,000, out of the 
$130,000, exclusively for this purpose. Will he 
explain to the Senate why he does so? 


Mr. ANTHONY. Because I think that this 


enumerated, is, under present circumstances, and 
in the peculiar condition of the country, of more 


cerned, than all the rest put together. I believe 
that we are on the eve of a very important revo- 
lution in textile manufactures. | believe, and it is 


|| the opinion of men whose judgment is far more 


valuable than mine, who have brought to ita large 
amount of practical skill and scientific ability, both 
mechanical and chemical, that we are about to find 
a satisfactory substitute for cotton in flax. Sen- 
ators are all aware that immediately after the 
great rise in cotton and long before it reached its 
present extravagant figure, the attention of con- 
sumers had been very generally directed to the 





substitute. Numerous explorations have been 
| made in finding new sources of supply, but with 
+ 


particular object which I have selected from those | 


importance, so far as any Government aid is con- | 
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only partial seceess, Butthe ex periments in regard 
to finding a substitute have already resulted very 
sauisiactorily. L have some specimens here before 
me to show the Senator from Maine what has been 
done . 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
article, 

Mr. ANTHONY. These [exhibiting several 
specimens of flax cotton in various stages, and 
or cloth, partly cotton and partly flax] are pro- 
duced from flax. For a great many purposes, 
processes have already been mventad Ghieh ren- 
der flax equal to cotton; for some few, itis supe- 
rior; although for the great number of purposes, 
of course, no satisfactory substitute has been ob- 
tained. A great many manufactures of woolare 
mixed with cotton. This is not always an adal- 
terauon, Sometimes it improves the fabric, and 
sometimes it deteriorates it, but tt alwaya cheap- 
ens it, or did under the old price, so that if the con- 
sumer received an inferior article, he paid a less 
price forit. Now, forthe purpose of mixing with 


lL am no judge of the 


| wool, flax has already been brought to a condition 


in which it is superior to cotton, The fiber of 
cotion Is serrated, jagged, so that the fibers easily 
cling together. The fiber of flax is round and 
smooth, and constructed like a reed, each articu- 
lation smaller than the next one nearer the base. 
This quality of smoothness enables the flax to 
mix with the wool more completely than cotton 
does. Flax takes fast colors better than cotton, 
and a mixture of flax and wool will receive, from 
the same dyeing material, a more uniform color 
than a mixture of wool and cotton. 

But the great object, Mr. President, to which 
the attention of all these experiments has been 
directed, and the object for which [ ask this ap- 
propriation, is some process for corronizine flax, 
to reduce the flax to that condition in which tt 
can be spun updn cotton machinery; and it is the 
opinion of gentlemen who have given great atten- 
tion to ut, who are entirely disinterested, who ask 


| no compensation, who have no jobs in this mat- 
| ter, that these experiments are very near success; 


and it is their expectation and hope that, with 
this appropriation, they may be brought to per- 
fection. Atany rate,there can be no reasonable 


| doubt that the appropriation will resultin such in- 


ventions and improvements as will be immensely 
beyoud its cost, in their value to all parts of the 
country. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
amendment? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The amendment of the Sen- 
ator from lowa [Mr. Hanvan] is to increase the 
appropriation to $130,000, and he has accepted the 
modification that $20,000 of that shall be for this 
purpose; and if this should fail, | shall then ask 
to put a similar appropriation on the amendment 
proposed by the committee. 

1 have some specimens here, but I do not know 
that Senators could understand from an examina- 
tion of them what progress has been made un- 
less they have a practical knowledge of the subject. 

Mr. GRIMES. I hope the amendment of the 
Senator from lowa will prevai!, but | trust he will 
amend itinsome way soasto have these trials made 
by some other parties than the Agricultural Bu- 
reau. I know of nothing that can be of more ad- 
vantage to the country at large, especially to that 


How do you propose the 


| part of it of which I have the honor to be a eiti- 


zen, than the introduction and manufacture of the 
species of article which the Senator has upon his 


desk. Lam willing to vote money liberally in order 


to accomplish the purpose he has in view; but I 
sincerely believe that purpose can be better ac- 
complished through some other agency than 
through that which would be selected if his amend- 
ment should be incorporated into this section of 
the bill. 

| have no doubt that there are men to be found 
so deeply interested in the success of this eaeer 
ment that they would be willing to undertake it 


| without any compensation to themselves, individ- 


| ually. 


All they would ask would be to be reim- 
bursed the expenses which they might actually 


| incur; and if the Senator can so amend his amend- 


| 


ment as to provide that this money shall be ex- 
pended in that way, it will be far more agreeable 
to me. Itisa proposition upon which, it seems to 
me, all sections of the country can well unite, the 


discovery of new sources of supply and to some || manufacturing sections and the agricultural se¢- 


tious, something in which we all have a deep in- 


terest, and I have a great deal more confidence ia 


: 
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an I : ramets | 
its being brought to a successful result through || to be made, it should be made in aid of State ag- 
rome other agency than through this Department | 


that jis to be so abundantly supplied with miner- 
alogists and ornithologists and ichthyologists, 
and dairyologists, and the other sorts of ologists 
specified by the Senator from New Hampshire | 
[Mr. Hare] on Saturday. 

Mr. ANTHONY. [could very eagily name men 


of the highest character and position who would | 


undertake this without any compensation; but I || 


should be obliged to name them al! from my own 
State, beéause | do not know men from other 


: a 
States who would be willing to do it and who have | 


the necessary information. TheSenate,I suppose, | 


woald hardly like to make an appropriation to be | 


expended under the direction of three men from one | 


sonal services are concerned; and I do not know 
that they would even charge their expenses; I do 
not know that there would be any expenses. If 
that will meet the wishes of the Senate, I will put 


the names in at once. | 


Mr. WADE. Put them in; let us have them. 


THE 


| ricultural societies, county agricultural societies, 


and egricultural colleges. I do not conceive that 


lam an enemy to agriculture because I refuse to 


| ers only receive the benefit of $53,000 of appro- | 


| in sugar specimens from the sorghum. 
State. I can name three men or five men who will | 


undertake this work, who will expend this money || 
without acent of expense so far as their own per- | 





| 


Mr. HARLAN. I would suggest to my friend | 


from Rhode Island that perhaps it would be better || 
to take the question upon the proposed amendment | 


to increase the amount ofthe appropriation, Ifthe 


Senate should decide ad versel y—I hope itmay not, || 


but if it should—all this work as to the modifica- \| 


tion of the amendment will be useless; the time | 


expended will be thrownaway. With his consent 
I renew my original motion; and we car amend it 
further when he shall have prepared his amend- 
ment, if this should be carried. If it should not 


. “ i 
be carried, of course this work will be useless. | 
The chairman of the Committee on Finance has | 

] 


reminded me that if my amendment should pre- 
vail it will increase the amount above that pro- 





posed by the House of Representatives. I do not || 


intend that; and in accordance with his sugges- | 


tion, | modify it so as to read ** $125,000,”’ as in the | 


amendment prepared by the committee provision 
is made for the paymentof certain salaries, amount- | 
ing to $5,000. 


ing out * sixty’’ and inserting * one hundred and 
twenty-five.’’ 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Mr. President, at the 


} 


last session of Congress I opposed the establish- | 


mentof this Agricultural Department mainly upon 


the ground that I thought it would lead to in- | 


creased expenditure for the purposes of agricul- || 
ture ata time when the country was but ill able | 


to afford that increased expenditure.” | surely | 
have no opposition to the great interest of agricul- 


ture. The son of a farmer, raised ee a farm, || 
in agrical- || 


and all my life more or less intereste: 
ture, [ can have no prejudice or ill feeling against | 
the farmers. Lam not here to pronounce a eu- 
logy upon the farming class, nor do I suppose it | 
to be necessary. They have written their eulogy | 
upon the subdued forests and cultivated fields and | 
happy homesteads all over the country. Itisan | 
important interest; all admit that; but the ques- | 
tion before the Senate is, whether we shall double | 
the annual appropriation for agriculture, by tak- | 
ing the bill of the House of Representatives, or | 
whether we shall take the amendment proposed by | 
the Committee on Finance of the Senate. I am | 
decidedly in favor of the amendment of the com- | 
mittee; and I do not believe that the farmers will | 
be benefited by taxing them to raise-$130,000, and 
out of that sum to give them the benefit of only | 
$53,000 in seeds, &c., distributed by the Agricul-.| 
wvval Department. It has been shown that the | 
salaries of the officers, under the estimate pro- | 
posed, is $67,000. That will onty leave $53,000 | 
to be appropriated for the benefit of agriculture. 
Lam not here to disparage wirat the Agricul- | 
tural Bureau in times past may have done to ad- | 
vance the interests of agriculture, butsimply to re- 
mind the Senate that the introduction of sorghum, | 
and all the valaable improvements to which you | 
have been referred during this debate, were intro- | 
duced under a $60,000 appropriation. I shall vote 
for that, and shail not vote for one single cent be- | 
yond jt; and éf it were a pew system I should vote | 
against the whole thing, believing that the indi- 
vidual enterprise of farmers interested in this pur- | 
suit would do more to promote agriculture than 
any ——— care of the Congress of the United 


States; and img that if an eppropriation: is 


| 
' 
j 
i 
| 


1 therefore modify my motion to || 
amend the amendment of the committee, by strik- || 


| 





vote $67,000 in salaries to officers, while the farm- 


priation. 


This was my opinionat the last session; it was | 
my opinion at the commencement of this debate; | 
and I have not changed my opinion because the | 


Senator from Vermont [Mr. Foot} has under- 
taken to sweeten this debate with twenty million 
gallons of sorghum molasses; and the Senator 
from Iowa, [Mr. Hanran,]} not content to leave 
the argument there, to make itstronger has brought 
I shall 
vote against any increase of the appropriation, 
believing that it is an idle waste of the people’s 
money, and that the farmers do not ask that you 
shall put your hands in their pockets and tax them 
$130,000, out of which they receive only $53,000, 
while $67,000 goes to foster office-holders in the 
city of Washington. 
ing interest can be promoted by taxing them to 


pay office-holders in the city of Washington in the | 


proportion of more than one half of the whole 
fund raised to foster agriculture. 

Mr. WILKINSON. The people of the State 
of Minnesota are interested principally in agri- 
culture, and they expeet me, as one of the rep- 
resentatives of that State, to support any proposi- 
tion brought up in Congress for the immediate 
and direct encouragement of that interest; and I 
should feel inclined, in view of the importance of 
that interest in this country, to support any such 
proposition; but | do not believe that the amend- 
ment which is now before the Senate will mate- 
rially benefit the agricultural interests of our 
country. I said on Saturday that when the bill 
establishing this independent Department of Agri- 
culture was before the Senate at the last session 


| of Congress, it was objected that it would mate- 


rially increase the appropriations necessarily, or 
rather that it would be taken advantage of for the 
purpose of making a magnificent concern of it. I 
favored that measure, beeause I wished to have 
the agricultural interests of this country acknowl- 
edged by the Government; but the friends of the 
measure then said it would not necessarily in- 
crease or augment the appropriation. 

Now, sir, we are engaged ina war, a great war, 
supported mainly by the agriculturists of this 


country. Their sons are engaged in it; and of all | 


the men of this country the most loyal are the 
farmers. I received a letter this morning from 
Tennessee, from the son of a farmer of my State, 
who complains that the soldiers in the army have 
not been paid since last June. I do not believe 
that the agriculturists of the country will ask, un- 
til we are able to pay their sons who are fighting 
the battles of the Republic, that we should double 
the appropriations which have heretofore been 
made tu support this Agricultural Office in Wash- 
ington. 1 believe that the farmers of the countr 
would be opposed to such extraordinary expend- 
itures as the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives calls for. 1 believe that they would rather 
pey their sons who are to-day fighting the battles 
of the Republic, than to pay the corps of scientific 
men who are proposed by this bill to be estab- 
lished under the control of Mr. Newton, the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture. For that reason, I am 
in favor of adhering to the proposition of the Sen- 
ate committee, which I believe appropriates $5,000 
more than has ever been appropriated before. It 
seems to me to be the wrong time, it is inoppor- 
tune now to double this appropriation , to increase 
and enlarge your office here in the city of Wash- 
ington to distribute seeds and such things for the 
benefit of agriculture. I do not believe that the 
benefit to be derived will compensate us for the 
large increase of the appropriatron; Iam therefore 
opposed to itand in favor of theamendment of the 
committee, 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, I think that 
unfair conclusions may be drawn from the state- 
ments that have been made by the two Senators 
who have last spoken, and also from the facts that 
were submitted to the Senate by the Senator from 
Minnesota [Mr. Rice} on Saturday. I suppose 
that the object of the organization of this office is 
not to dispense the appropriation pro rata to the 
farmers of the country in money, or its equiva- 
lentin barter, the exact amount of seeds ard plants 
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at their purchasable value in the market. The 
object is to obtain information, as well as to dis- 
tribute valuable seeds. To say thata large part 
of this money is used in paying the salary of the 
men employed and but a smal! proportion com- 
paratively in the purchase of seeds and plants and 
| their distribution, is an indirect fraud on the farm. 
ers, is an unjust argument. I see here in the bil! 
now pending a proposition to appropriate $12,000 
for the salarics of the surveyor general of Cali- 
| fornia and the clerks in his office, and $4,000 for 
|| the contingent expenses of thatoffice. IL have not 
|| examined the appropriation for surveyors in the 
field in that district this year; but last year it was 
only $5,000. The amount of money expended 
| on the actual work in the field was last year less 
|, than a quarter of the amount paid as salaries and 
|| for contingent expenses of persons employed in 
| the office. Now, sir, shall we argue from these 
| facts that the office should be abolished? The 
|| same general facts #e true, perhaps, of all the sur- 
|| veying districts. Are they therefore to be abol- 
| ished? Sir, such a deduction is illegitimate. It is 
|| an illogical use of facts. If not one dollar of this 
| appropriation were expended in the purchase of 
seeds, it might still prove to be of immense value 
to the farmers of the country. The Commis- 
| sioner of Agriculture and his subordinates are 
i| employed in eliciting, collecting, and systematiz- 
|| ing facts to be distributed to tlfe farmers of the 
| country, as the agricultural report of the Patent 
Office has been heretofore published and circu- 
lated, many thousands of which have been printed 
at the public expense, and sent, under the frank 
of members of Congress, to the farmers of the va- 
rious States and Territories. It is the intention, 
however, of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate committee to disburse a considerable 
proportion of this sum for rare and valuable seeds 
and plants; but this is a mere incident; by far the 
larger proportion of the value to be derived will 
| be the dissemination of the information collected 
| and systematized and condensed in a readable 
form, embracing the results of private experi- 
ments as wellas those conducted by societies and 
public institutions of our own and other countries, 
|| To be consistent, Senators who oppose the in- 
|| crease of this appropriation on the grounds named 
|| should insist on the abolition of the Smithsonian 
Institution. Why keep it up? All the interest of 
that magnificent bequest is used in paying sala- 
ries and the expenses of the agents of that insti- 
tution in the field. Not one dollar of it is distrib- 
'| uted, either in eash or property, to the citizens of 
this country, or the inhabitants of the world. It 








| 
| 
' 
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is all used in paying salaries, and the expenses 
connected with the incumbents. They expect to 
benefit mankind by disseminating the knowledge 
that they collect. We are appropriating tens of 
thousands of dollars to keep up a light-house sys- 
|| tem and a Government observatory. They dis- 
tribute no money and no property to mariners; 
they collect facts and systematize them, and they 
a reports; and the reports and charts are put 
into the hands of those who control our marine. 
It would be quite as fair for me to stand up here, 
representing an agricultural State that does not 
touch the ocean and lakes, that has no direct in- 
terest in foreign commerce, and insist that this im- 
mense expense incurred for commerce, for your 
coast surveys, for your Nautical Almanac, for 
your light-house system, should be dispensed 
with. I might read a long catalogue of salaries 
for superintendents, astronomers, professors, ¢0- 
gineers, clerks, and employés, and declare the 
whole thing an invention to supply people with 
fat places; that the whole appropriation is con- 
sumed in paying salaries. And yet, sir, who will 
deny the value of the Nautical Almanac, of these 
voluminous chartsand maps, prepared in this way 
and published at public expense every year to 
benefit commerce? Would it be fair to argue that 
|| thislarge'sum of money isall thrown away because 
|| it is not distributed to the people. I am reminded 
by my honorable friend from Kentucky (Mr. Da- 
|| vis] that the same aan might be applied to 
|| the appropriation made for keeping up a Navy in 
time of peace for the protection of commerce. 
There is no property or money distributed in kind 
to the inhabitants of the country; the advantage 
is an indirect advantage, butisas certainly derived 
as if money were distributed to the people. They 


derive it in legitimate trade; and if the people of 


my State do not derive it directly from commer- 





cial pursuits, as they are not engaged in foreign 


trade, they derive it indirectly. So, in this case, | 


the whole amount of money cannot be used in 


urchasing seeds and plants; of course, large por- | 


tions of it must be used in paying the salaries of 


the men who are employed. Unless you intend | 


to abolish the Department, I see no force in this 


argument. The facts that have been adduced by | 


these Senators, if correctly applied, might be 


urged in support of that proposition to increase | 
the appropriation. If it requires sixty-odd thou- || 


sand dollars to pay these salaries, and it is neces- 
sary to purchase seeds and plants and rare arti- 


cles of this kind to be distributed to agriculturists, | 
then the appropriation should certainly be more | 
than sixty thousand dollars. Unless you desire to 


abolish the Department, and to dispense with the 


distribution of seeds and plants, why limit the ap- | 


an to the bare salary of the incumbents? 


3ut if Senators are opposed to the Department, | 


let them be consistent, and move to strike out the 
whole appropriation. I have been proceeding on 
the supposition that all were in favor of sustain- 


ing the Department and of continuing its exist- | 


ence, and of making an appropriation just large || against their country. We can in that way, by 
. e r 


enough to make it as effective as it can be made || 


under the circumstances by which we are sur- 
rounded, taking into account, of course, the em- 


barrassments under which the Treasury is now | 


laboring; that you desired to collect knowledge 


as well as seeds and plants, and to advance agrti- | 
culture by stimulating enlightened effort to pro- | 


vide a common receptacle for the preservation of 


the result of all experiments, and thus secure a | 


common reservoir from which all may draw. 


I will only add,in conclusion, that in my opin- | 
ion the circumstances that surround us now re- | 
quire increased activity in this department. The | 
wants of the country have been increased. Here- | 
tofure when we were purchasing our sugar of the | 
sugar planters of Louisiana at four or five cents | 
a pound, there was less necessity for experiment- | 
ing with anew variety of sugar-cane than now. | 
We could at that time procure this great staple at | 
avery low rate; then you commenced experiments | 


with sorghum; now we are cut off by this war 
from the old source of supply, we have to rely 
almost excluswely on a foreign product; the ne- 
cessity of bringing to perfection the experiments 


hitherto commenced in connection with the culti- | 


vation of a new variety of sugar-cane has been 
consequently greatly increased; the supply has 
been diminished and the demand has been rela- 


tively augmented. And so in relation to other ar- | 


ticles; flax, forexample. Heretofore cotton could 
be procured at nine cents a pound. Now I un- 
derstand it is selling in the market at from fifty 


to sixty cents a pound, and but a very limited | 


supply can be procured at that price. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Eighty cents. 

Mr. HARLAN. Eighty cents, I am informed. 
Ifa substitute can be procured for cotton, there 


is now a pressing necessity for bringing it into | 


use. There is therefore an increased necessity 


for an enlarged appropriation to enable this De- | 
partment to carry on these experiments if they | 


ought to be carried on atall. If they ought not 
to be stimulated and encouraged by the Govern- 
ment, we should abolish the Department at once 
and have an end of it. If the amount proposed 


by the committee will barely pay the salaries of 


the Commissioner and the necessary officers under 
his control, and the distribution of rare seeds, &c., 
is desirable, then let Senators be consistent and 
increase the appropriation. If they oppose the 
increase, however, on general grounds, because 
they are opposed to the Department, let them be 
candid,and move to abolish it. If it is to be con- 
tinued, wisdom requires that it should be made 
effective. 

_ Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The State I represent 
isnewandexclusively agricultural. I of course feel 
a very deep interest in the adoption of the amend- 


ment proposed by the Senator from Iowa. There | 


is quite a furor among our farmers in favor of the 
Agricultural Department at Washington city. 


They expect a great deal from it. I listened on | 
Saturday to the speech of the Senator from Min- 

nesota, | Mr. Rice,] preferring charges against the | 
Agricultural Depariment here, but L submitto him | 
whether a single one of the charges that he made | 


can in truth be laid at the door of the present or- 
ganization. Thechargesare against the old = 
and each one of them affords an argument in favor 
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the Agricultural Department is discharging its 


| duty faithfully, beyond my most sanguine expect- 


ations, although I voted for the bill establishing 


| it. We are engaged in Kansas now in endeavor- 


ing to make thatState a cotton-growing free State. 


| We have wrenched it from the iron heel of sla- 


very, and our people are ambitious to prove that 
this commodity, heretofore grown exclusively by 
slave labor, can more successfully and more prot- 
itably be raised by free labor. My colleague and 
myself are coéperating with the Agricultural De- 
partment in accomplishing that object by distrib- 
uting seeds for that purpose. I am opposed to 
the attempt to retrench in this small way against 
the agricultural interest of the country, and regret 
that it comes from our side of the Chamber. I 


| can show the Senator from Maine where he can 


retrench to the full amount of this appropriation; 
in a way, too, to benefit his country. Let us stop 
the pay, or direct the President of the United 
States to stop the pay of the supernumerary mili- 


tary officers, who are a nuisance to the country, 
|} and many of whom are at home electioneering 


the passage of the bill which I propose to intro- 


| duce to-morrow, save thisentire sum of $130,000 
| and greatly benefit the Government. 


Mr. WILKINSON. The Senator from Kan- 
sas asked whether certain statements that were 
made here the other day by my colleague were ap- 
plied to the present managers of the Agricultural 
Department. I will state that last fall, five or six 
months since, some ten or fifteen little sacks of 
wheat, that would hold perhaps two or three 
quarts each, were sent to me from the Agricultu- 
ral Department, and I called the best farmers that 
I knew in my part of the country into my office 
to distribute the wheat to them; and upon cutting 
off a little corner of the sack and pushing the 


wheat out, I found that more than half of it was | 


being eaten up by the weevil or some other insect. 
I was not conversant enough with the different 
insects that destroy wheat to tell precisely what 


| itwas; but I know that over one half of the sacks 
| of wheat which | received from this Agricultural 


Department under the present manager of it were 


being destroyed by some insect which was very | 


destructive to the wheat, and I supposed it to be 
the weevil. I, of course, burnt the wheat up. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Will the Senator from 
Minnesota permit me to ask hima question? Was 
notthat wheat purchased by the predecessor of the 


present incumbent? Was it not on hand when | 


the present incumbent came into office? 

Mr. WILKINSON. I cannot answer the ques- 
tion of the Senator from Kansas, but I suppose 
that a man who is in charge of this Department 
ought certainly to know whag he is sending out to 


the farmers of this country. I do not know who | 
bought the wheat; I do not know where it came | 


from; but I am certain that it was sent frem this 
Department under its present management. 
Mr. DAVIS. I suppose that every gentleman 


who knows anything about wheat and farming, | 


knows that the weevil exists in the wheat in an 
undeveloped state at times, when no man could 
tell whether it was infested with weevil or not. 
Every man knows ‘that who knows anything 
about wheat; and he knows another thing too, 
that the way to develop weevil in wheat is to put 
it in awarm position. Wheat that is putin sacks 
or bags, or places where it will heat, will often 
develop weevil, when if it were spread out where 
the air would strike it freely and keep it cool, it 


would never develop weevil at all. It is no re- | 
flection on anybody that wheat was sent offwhich | 


afterwards developed the weevil. 


Mr. GRIMES. Does the Senator say that it | 


was not the duty of the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture to ascertain whether this wheat had weevil 
in it before he sent it out? 

Mr. DAVIS. How could he ascertain it? 


Mr.GRIMES. By putti&g it in the very con- || 
dition the Senator speaks of; by putting it in that | 
warm condition when weevil would be developed, | 


if it existed there. 
Mr. DAVIS. I say it was not his business, 


because he had no reason to suspect that weevil | 


was there. 


Mr. GRIMES. Then it was the business of || 


the Commissioner of Agriculture to disseminate 
the weevil as well as the wheat! 


Mr. DAVIS. Not et all. The gentleman is | 





of the present Department. So far as [ have seen, 
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more acute than wise, as he often is. [Laugh- 
ter. ] 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The objection often 
urged age:nst this Department is that the head of 
it has not a classical education. Now, | want to 
know from the Senator from lowa if a classically 
educated Commissioner would be more likely to 
discover weevil-in wheat than a plain, practical, 
common-sense farmer? 

Mr.GRIMES. IL have urged no such objection 
as thatagainst this Commissioner; | do not know 
him; I never saw him; I do not know anything 
about his qualifications. He may be the best clas- 
sical scholar in the country, for aught | know, I 
have notany interest in him oranybody connected 
with his Department. I am going to vote on this 
question precisely as I think will best promote 
the interests of the people that sent me here, and 
without the slightest regard to any particular in- 
dividual connected with the Agricultural Bureau. 

Mr. HARLAN. Permit me to suggest to my 
friend from Kansas that that argument would be 
a more appropriate one upon the question of the 
confirmation of the Commissioner of Agriculture, 
if that were now pending before the Senate. As 
that is hot now the question, it seems to me we 
may come toa vote without any further argument 
of such points. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The question before 
the Senate is peculiarly interesting to the people 
that 1, in part, represent. As I stated, there is 
quite a feeling in Kansas now on the subject ot 
agriculture. We have recently reorganized our 
State Agricultural Society. Its president is a na- 
tive, | believe, of the State of Maine, who is one 
of our supreme judges, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. A fine fellow, I dare say. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Yes; and well quali- 
fied, a man of brains and integrity; and strange 
as it may seem, he is really of opinion that the 
Agricultural Department at Washington city is 
of the utmost importance to the country, and he 
is asking for cotton seed, for tobacco seed, and for 
other seeds for the improvement of our State. I 
hope as a politician, L hope for the benefit of the 
State I represent, | hope for the benefit of the 
great agricultural interests of this country, that 
this appropriation of $130,000 will be made, as 
has been proposed by the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. President, | rose to say that I eannot un- 
derstand the meaning of the Senator from Maine 
when he says that he does not seek to strike down 
this Department. The Department say that they 
want $67,000 to expend in the payment of the 
employés of the Department. The Senator from 
Maine proposes to cut down the appropriation for 
the Department to $60,000. I should like to know 
how much of that appropriation will be left to 
furnish cotton seeds to the people of Kansas after 
$67,000 is paid to the employés of the Department? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 'The Senator from Kansas 
misapprehends the whole question. The paper 
to which he has alluded, and which was read by 
the Senator from Minnesota, (Mr. Rice,}) was 2 


| paper showing how the Commissioner intended 


to dispose of the money if he got the $130,000. 


| He does not spend $67,000 out of the $60,000 ap- 


propriation in paying salaries at the present time, 
because he has not got the men to pay the salaries 
to. What he proposes is, that we raise the 
appropriation to $130,000, and that out of that 
$130,000 he will spend the $67,000. What I pro- 
pose is, that the $60,000 shall remain as it is, and 
that we dispense with these learned professors ot 
the ologies and others that he proposes to employ, 
and appropriate the same amount of money that 
has been appropriated hitherto. 

I did not propose, sir, to say anything more 
about this question, and | shall say but a few 


|| words now. What I protest against is, that the 


| Senator from Kansas or eny other Senator should 
| complain that we desire to strike down this insti- 
tution, when we propose to add $5,000 to what was 
given last year. The Committee on Finance by 
their amendment propose to increase the appro- 
priation $5,000 beyond what it was last year, and 
| it was last year precisely the sum they wanted, and 
was all that they said was necessary,and we were 
told that they did not propose to ask for anything 
more. We have gone even beyond that, and have 
| added $5,000 to that; but what the Senator is con- 

tending for is, that we are striking down this in- 

stitution because we will not appropriate more 
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than double what they said last year was enough. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being || priation. 


The question for the Senate to decide is, whether || taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 20; as follows: 


they will be content with that sum, allowing the 
employés’ salaries, &c., to remain as they are, 
doing the good that tt has done hitherto; or 
whether they will at one bound strike it up in- 
stead of down, more than double what it was last 
year. ‘That is the question. Senators must not 
present itand cannot present it fairly in that light, 
as if we were opposing any of the benefits that 
have been derived hitherto from this Agricultural 
Department. 

One word more, sir, with reference to the prop- 
osition of my friend from Rhodetsland. If this 
appropriation should remain at $60,000, or $65,000, 
I have no objection to making a separate and ad- 
ditional appropriation to test the particular mat- 
ters of which he speaks, a reasonable sum, if he 
ean only get at it, under competent persons to 
make the experiment, because | view that as he 
does, as the most important part of this whol 
scheme. I would make the experiment, but what 
I dislike is that my friend should take the $20,000 
out, and, as a consideration for that, agree to go 


for the $110,000 to bring up the appropriation to 


the sum demanded by the Department. I would 
help my frend so far as his own proposition is 
concerned; but it seems he has rather sold out to 
my friend from lowa, instead of making a bargain 
with me on the subject, and therefore | am op- 
posed to his amendment going in here, because it 
carries with it the whole sum; but at present, I 
believe, itis withdrawn, and the question now is 
on the $125,000. I have no objection to a reason- 
able appropriation, what it should be 1 do not 
know, to be expended under proper persons to 
rake the experimentsalluded to by sepielend fiom 
Rhode Island. 


I know they cannot be made up | 


here; it is out of the question, and the money | 


would only be wasted in that way. Something 
has been done, probably, in that way before. 
Now, sir, one word more, and | have done. 


The Senate see precisely what the penton is; it | 
is a question whether they will double the amount | 
this year, at this time, under the present state of | 


things. I wish only to say, in addition, that any- 
thing that the Committee on Finance may pro- 
pose has no reference whatever to the gentleman 
who is at the head of this Department. I voted 
for his confirmation. I believe he is a good prac- 
tical farmer, an honest man, and is doing very 
well there; but ldo object under him, or anybody 
else, to taking so greata stride toward establish- 
ing a Department which is to eventuate, at this 
rate of progress, in being as extensive a Depart- 


Y EAS—Mesers. Anthony, Arnold, Carlile, Davis, Dixon, 
Foot, larian, Harris, Henderson, Hicks, Howard, Lane 
ot Kansas, Pomeroy, Powell, Sumner, ‘Trumbull, Wade, 
Willey. and Wilson of Mis-ouri—19. 

NAYS—Mesers. Clark, Cowan, Doolittle, Fessenden, 
Foster, Grimes, Harding, Howe, King, Lane of Indiana, 
Latham, Morrill, Rice, Richardson, Saulsbury, Sherman, 
Turpie, Wilkinson, Wilmot, and Wilson of Massachusetts 
—20). 


é 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
| jected. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Senator 
| from Rhode Island moved an amendment which 
| | regard as a very important one; and for the pur- 

pose of having that incorporated, as I think it 


| 


ought to be, and doing what seems to be liberal, I | 
move to amend this sum, and make it $100,000; | 


that is about half way between the propositions 
of the two Houses. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Rhode 
Island can add his amendment as a separate pro- 
vision, 

Mr. ANTHONY. Whatever sum is fixed, I 
propose to offer this amendment, although | am 
willing that the amount shall be deducted from 
the sum already appropriated or added to it, as 
Senators see fit. 


For juvestigations to test the practicability of cultivating | 


and preparing hemp and flax as a substitute for cotton, 
| 20,000. 


Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend-that by say- 
ing $40,000, if that will meet the views of the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island. [** Oh, no!’] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Wedo not want $40,000 
| for any such specific purpose. Genilemen are 
| very liberal here on one thing. 


vestigate one particular thing, 
Mr. GRIMES. 

| liberal to one particular thing. I think it of infi- 
nitely more advantage to the interests of thiscoun- 
try to promote this particular brauch of industry 
than to disseminate onion seeds, beet seeds, and 
articles of that description, that have been distrib- 
uted heretofore—onion seeds that do not grow, or, 


I think we had | 
better put in the $120,000 instead of appropriating | 
$60,000 for general purposes, and $40,000 to in- || 


|| if they do grow, produce an altogether different | 


ment of the Government as any other one in time | 


of peace. 
from lowa will therefore be rejected. 

Mr.GRIMES. Is the amendment now under 
consideration susceptible of amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Criarx in 
the chair.) The Chair thinks not. The present 
amendment is an amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. GRIMES. I desire then simply to say 
that I shall vote against the amendment of my col- 
league raising the appropriation from $60,000 up to 
$125,000, for the reason that | intend, if that mo- 
tion shall not succeed, to vote to add the amend- 
mentof the Senator from Rhode Island, in which 
l believe that my constituents are much more 
deeply interested than in any subject that can 
come under our consideration in connection with 
this subject. I sball vote against the amendment 
proposed by my colleague, with a view to vote in 
tavor of the proposition submitted by the Senator 
from Rhode Island, by which $20,000 will be ap- 
propriated to be expended under commissioners 


appointed by the President of the United States | 


to test the susceptibility of flax being manufac- 
tured into fabrics of which cotton is now the con- 
stituent. I have a good deal more confidence in 
success being attained, and in the interests of the 
country being promoted, through the investiga- 
tionsand action of such acommission than through 
the class‘cally educated Commissioner of Agricul- 


ture or all hislearmed associates, the ichth yologists | 


and entomologists and ornithologists, that are to 
be appointed under the House bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
18 on the amendment of the Senator from lowa 
{Mr. Harzan] to the amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. HARLAN. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 
on my amendment. 


i hope the amendment of the Senator | 





| 


| 


| 


upon the labels that accompany the seeds, as 
my own experience abundantly proves. This is 
something in which all sec ‘ious of the country 
are equally interested, the commercial States, the 


of which the Senator from Illinois and myself are 
representatives, and for this specific purpose I 


manufacturing States, and the agricultural States, | oe 
w ” g States, and the agricu a ’ || generally by the farming interest of the country, 


variety of product from that which is represented | 


am willing to appropriate very liberally. I think | 


| it is the great point that we want to accomplish. 
I think that more depends upon it, in relation to 


thatcan be suggested 
Island is satished with $20,000, very well. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I should be very glad to 
have $40,000, but I saw that the Senate was dis- 
posed to give $20,000, and i thought it better not 
to go bgyond that. 

Tie PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator from Rhode Island move his amendment? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Ido. I move the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which was 


he amend- 


the future prosperity of this country, than upon | 
any other scheme in connection with agriculture | 
If the Senator from Rhode | 


|| $100,000 appropriated to this object. 


Dées the Sen- | 
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The Senator from Minnesota sees | am 


| right, and gives up the point. 


Mr. RICE. No, sir. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair, if 


| called upon to decide the point of order, ig 9° 


opinion that the amendment is in order. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It says pay $20,000 for 
investigation. Who is to investigate? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We can amend it in the 
Senate. 

Mr. HARRIS. [regret that there is manifested 
on the part of the Senate a disposition to reject 
the appropriation which has been adopted by the 
House of Representatives. | have listened to the 
discussion with considerable interest, and it hag 
seemed to me that throughout the discussion there 
has been some injustice done to this Agricultural 
Department. I agree, sir,that as our appropria- 
tions for agricultural purposes have been managed 
heretofore they have not produced the effect the 
were designed to produce. 1 know, sir, that the 
appropriations that have heretofore been made for 
the purpose of promoting agriculture have not 
been successful; but why? Those appropriations 
have been made to the Patent Office and this mat- 
ter has been committed to a bureau—no, not to a 
bureau, but to a mere clerkship, and the whole 


_ thing has been overshadowed, I may say, per- 


haps, smothered, by the manner in which it has 
been managed; and if it were to continue I would 
vote against any appropriation; 1 would vote to 
abolish the whole thing. I agree that it has not 
produced the benefits which we had a right to 
expect from it, and | agree that seeds have been 
diffused of very little value. It was a worthless 
affair as it was conducted. 

In view of that, a few months ago we undertook 
to establish an independent Department. We ap- 
pointed a Commissioner of Agriculture and in- 


'| structed him as to what his duties were—to col- 
It is true that I propose to be | unt < rani “ated 


lect and diffuse important agricultural information 
and intelligence, to collect important seeds, and 


| to have important investigations made with a view 


to enable him to perform the duties which are de- 
volved on him by the very terms of the act creat- 
ing the Department. The House of Represent- 
atives has appropriated $130,000. I am sorry to 
see a disposition on the part of tae Senate not to 
nite in that. I believe it will not meet the ap- 


| probation of the people of the country. So faras 


I know, the act of the last session establishing 
this Department of Agriculture met with very gen- 
eral approbation. 1| believe it was approved of 


and I believe that that interest will approve of the 
appropriation, I think amoderate one, on the part 
of the House of Representatives to carry into ef- 
fect the purpose of that act. 

I am not disposed to protract this debate, but I 
regret very much to see a disposition on the part 
of Senators to reject the appropriation which the 
popular branch of the national Legislature has seen 
fit to make. I should be glad to see at Jeast 
It seems to 
me that if we are to appropriate only $60,000, the 


| small sum that has hitherto been devoted to this 
| purpose through the instrumentality of the Patent 
| Office, then this appropriation of $20,000 is alto- 
| gether too much in a but if $130,000 


were to be appropriated, | should be quite willing 


| to vote for $200,000 to be devoted to this specific 


} 


in lines six hundred and sixty-one, six hundred |! 


and sixty-two, and six hundred and sixty-three, || yo. 


For investigations to test the practicability of cultivating 
and preparing flax and hemp as a substitute for cotton. 

And to insert after the clause making the ap- 
propriation: 


and preparing flax and hemp as a substitute for cotton, 
$20,000. ® 


| to surjke out: 
| 
| Mr. RICE. 


| | raise the question. 


| Mr. ANTHONY. 


! 


| and perhaps fifty years ago. 


1 ask if that comes from a com- | 
mittee or a Department. | think itis notin order. | 


I think it is in order, be- | 


|| cause the bill comes to us with an appropriation of |, 


to $80,000; that is reducing the appropriation 
50,000 on the bill as it comes from the 


$130,000, and we are now proposing to reduce it |, 


} 
j 


ouse of | 


spresentatives. Itdoes not increase any appro- || 


| priation; on the contrary, it reduces the appro- | 


object. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Rhode 
Island to the amendment of the Finance Commit- 


Mr. CARLILE. On that question I should like 
to have the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CARLILE. Mr. President, 1 think that 


| the investigation which this $20,000 is to be voted 
For investigations to test the practicability of cultivating || 


to make, was made twenty-five or thirty years, 
It seems to me that 
we have forgotten what we learned in our boy- 
hood. Cotton has, until recently, been a substi- 
tute for flax and hemp. Before we grew cotton 
to the extent to which it has becn grown within 
the last twenty years, flax was grown upon every 
farm in the iand. Unless the experience of the 
past is worth nothing to us, I see no use in ap- 
propriating $20,000 for investigating the practica- 
bility of introducing flax and hemp asa substitute 
for cotton, when we all know that cotton, because 
of its cheapness, was introduced as a substitute 
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for flax and hemp. Now that cotton cannot be 
had, itis likely that necessity, which is the mother 
of invention, will drive the people of this country 
again to the cultivation of flax and hemp. [am 
opposed to the amendment of the Senagor from 
Rhode Island. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Arnold, Clark, Davis, Dixon, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, 
Henderson, Howard, Howe, King, Lane of Indiana, Lane 
et Kansas, Morrill, Pomeroy, Suinver, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilkinson, Wilmot, and Wilson of Massachusetts—26. 

NAYS—Mesars. Carlile, Harding, Hicks, Latham, Me 
Dougall, Powell, Rice, Richardson, Sherman, Turpi«, Wil- 
jey, and Wilson of Missouri—12. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move further to amend the | 
amendment of the committee by striking out 
+ ¢60,000’’ and inserting ** $80,000.” 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise, sir, to a privi- 
leged question. | move to reconsider the vote by 
which the proposition increasing the amount of 
appropriation for the Agricultural Department to | 
$125,000 was rejected. 1 voted in the negative on | 
that amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 
that to do that will only waste time, because the 
vote will be taken over again when we come into 
the Senate. The bill is now in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. FOSTER. And I think it is out of order | 
to make a motion to reconsider in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The whole question will 
be open in the Senate, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison the amendment submitted by the Senator 
from New York. 

Mr. HARRIS. I withdraw that for the pres- 
ent. : 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the proper place: 


To encourage the culture of cotton north of latitude 36° 
30’, $20,000. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I hope the 
Senator will strike out the latitude, anyhow. We 
need not say anything about latitude. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I wanted to put itso 
that it should be understood. I will modify the 
amendment, however, by striking“hat out, so as 
to make it read, ‘* to encourage the culture of cot- 
ton, $20,000.”’ 

The question being put on the amendment to 
the amendment, it was decl&red that it appeared 
to be rejected. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I ask for the yeas and 
nays, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 
to move his proposition again in the Senate, and 
have the yeas and nays there, if he wants them. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Then I withdraw it 
for the present. 

_ The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is On agreeing to the amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Finance, as it has been amended. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The Secretary continued the reading of the bill, 
and concluded the first section. 
The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance was to strike out the second section, which 

was in the following words: 
Sec.2. And be it further enacted, Thatthe salary of the 
Assistant Secretary of State shall be the same as the As- 


sistant Secretary of the Navy, being $4,000, to commence 
With the present fiscal year. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. With reference to the next 
sections, marked three, four, and five, and the 
clause that follows them, it will be seen that the 
committee propose to strike them out and to in- 
sert a substitute. The proposed amendment is 
merely those sections silese out and put together 
in one, in a new draft, so that [ think it unneces- 
sary to read those sections. Let the amendment 
alone be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That course will 
be pursued. 

The Secretary. The amendment is to strike 
out sections three, four, and five, and the clause 
following the same, and to insert in lieu thereof: || 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to 
the clerical force now authorized by law, the following 
clerks and employés are hereby autiiorized in the several |! 
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Departinents and offices hereinafter specified, to be em 
ploved and continue only during the rebellion, and for one 
year after its close, namety. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am instructed by the 
commilltee to Move anamendment, lo come in alter 
the clause J ist read: **in the office of the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury, five clerks of class four.”’ 
There is a letter here on the subject which is sat- | 
isfactory to the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be in- 
serted in the amendment. 

The Secretary continued the reading of the 
amendment, as follows: 

In the office of the Second Auditor of the Treasury, three | 
clerks of class four, eight of class three, twelve of class 
two, one assistant messenger ata salary ot §-00, and one | 
laborer at.a salary of $500 per annum. 

Tn the office of the Third Auditor of the Treasury, four 
clerks of class four, four of class three, four 
and eight of class one. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. In the clause just read, 
I move an amendment to change four to six, so 
as to make it “six clerks of class four,’’ to change 
“tour of class three’’ to seven, and the * four of | 
class two’’ to nine, and the ‘eight of class one”? 
to eighteen. That is in the office of the Third 
Auditor. I have a letter on the subject which 
can be read if anybody desires it. The commit- 
tee became satished that in consequence of the 
passage of the bill increasing the number of clerks 


t class two, 


| in the office of the Quartermaster General, busi- 


ness will be sent forward at so very rapid a rate, 
that it becomes absolutely necessary, in order to 
dispatch the business, that the number of clerks 
in the Third Auditor’s office should be increased 
almost in proportion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands these to be the amendments of the Finance 
Committee to their own amendment, which they | 
may modify. 
Mr. GRIMES. [ should like to inquire of the | 
chairman of the Committee on Finance what is 
the occasion for making so many of these clerks 
of the fourth class. Those are clerks who draw | 


| $1,800 a year salary. I observe that for the Treas- | 
| ury Department there are several clerks proposed 


of this $1,800 grade, and I do. not understand from 
an examination of the bill that there are any for | 
any of the other De partments. } 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There are more or less | 
in every Department. 

Mr. GRIMES. Of course I looked to that De- 
partment with which IT am more especially con- 
nected than any other. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We give pretty much 
what they ask. 
Mr. GRIMES. Why do they ask for it? That 
is the question. Why does the Secretary of the 
Treasury ask for $1,800 clerks and the Secretary 
of the Navy ask for only $1,400clerks? Are not 
as competent men require d forthe one posiuion as 
the other, and cannot just as competent men be 

secured for the one salary as the other? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I beg leave to assure my 
friend from Lowa that no disrespect was intended 
to the Secretary of the Navy or the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. The proposition was framed 


| simply with reference to the calls that were made 


on us by the heads of Departments. 1 will read 
an extract from the letter of the Secretary of the 
Treasury: 

* When [ assumed the administration of this Department, 
there had been assigned to duty in this office and were em 
ployed here, several clerks from other bureaus of the Depart- 
ment. That arrangement has continued to the present time. 
he exigencies ot the public service, however, and the ex 
traordinary pressure of business in every branch of the De 
partment, require that those gentlemen should now return 
to their respective bureaus and proper duties. This creates, 
a necessity for further assistance and some changes in this 
offices, where the duties are now varied and onerous, re- 
quiring industry and ability for their proper execution. 

*To meet this necessity, therefore, I respectfully recom 


mend and request that | may be authorized to appoint in | 
this office two clerks at a salary ot $2,000'a year, and Uiree | 


clerks at a salary of 37,800. This will not increase the num- 


' ber of clerks now in this office, but will simply permit those 


belonging to other bureaus to return as they are needed.” 


The Committee on Finance did not agree to this 


| proposition altogether; they thought it unwise to 


make a new classification of clerks, and therefore, 


| Insteed ofallowing two clerksat a salary of $2,000 


and three at $1,800, they propose to allow five at 
a salary of $1,800. The dutiesin the office proper 


| of the Secretary of the Treasury are ofa very high 


class generally, and require very considerable 
ability. When the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the labor that is now imposed upon him and 
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with his familiarity with the duties of his office, 
says that he needs clerks of that class, Fam not 
disposed to say that instead of them he shall have 
clerks of a lower degree—$1,200 clerks, when he 
says that he needs a higher clase of clerks, and 
men who probably will not serve for thatamount 
of pay. That isa the only reason F can give for 
that part of the po position, In reference to the 


other——. 

Mr. DAVIS. Task the honorable Senator if the 

capacity of clerks ts always in proportion to thetr 
pay? 
' Mr. FESSENDEN. Not always; but the Sen- 
ator, probably, ifhethought ad visable to become a 
clerk, would command a higher salary than most 
other gentlemen, because his services would be so 
much more valuable. 

Mr. DAVIS. But lam certain 1 should not be 
able to get an office, and | believe that the moat 
competent men do not get them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If such a calamity should 
happen to my friend | dare say his ability would 
receive a proper reward, 

Mr. DAVIS. [have no doubt my honorable 
friend from Maine would be fit for any office to 
which he might be ealled, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I appreciate the ecompli- 
ment, sir; and now, tn reference to the other prop- 
osition which | have made, lt will read an extract 
from a letter of the Third Auditor: 


“Tu my annual report of the 8th November last, refer 
ring to the immense increase of business in this office, I 
recommended that authority be obtained for the cmploy 
ment of twenty additional clerks ‘gas soon as practicable,’ 
his inerease of clerical force Wis shown to be * abso 
lutely neeessary,” and, indeed, a Inrge increase would have 
then been asked tor but for the difficulty arising trom bring 
ing in at once a large number of new and inexperienced 
clerks, and which cannot well be done without iuterfering 
with the current business of the office. [did contemplate, 
however, that during the course of the year another increase 
of sav a like number of clerks would be necessary when the 
accounts whieh had accumulated, and would probably con- 
tinue to accumulate in the military bureau, awaiting admin- 
istrative examination, should be examined aud transmitted 
to this office forsettioment. These accounts amounted in the 
aggregate to over a hundred million dollars in the Quarter 
master General’s Otlice alone, and they are being augmented 
every month. Lt am now advised that the Quartermaster 
General contemplates an inerease of clerical force in hia 
office to the extent of over hundred clerks; and a bill giv 
ing that increase L auderstand hax just passed the Senate. 
Such a great inerease will send the accounts here sooner 
than | anticipated. du view of this, it becomes my duty to 
recommend that the further increase of the clerical force 
of this office should also be authorized without delay. I 
therefore recommend another increase of twenty clerks, as 
follows : two of class four, three of class three, five of class 
two, and ten of class one—all of these to be employed in 
the investigation aud setiementof accounts, This would 
matke the total clerical force of this office one hundred and 
eleven clerks, a number still below what would seem to be 
necessary, considering that the amount involved in ae 
counts settled therein las increased from about filteen to 
over two bundred and fifty million dotlara per annyin. 
The lowest grade of clerks—the first class—rececive a sal 
ary of $1,200 per annum; but LT think employment could be 
found tor say ten clerks as simple copyists; and for this 
duty it is believed persons entirely competent could be em 
ployed ata considerably less salary. [respectfully submit 
whether it would not be well to obtain authority for em- 
ployment of ten clerks, inale or female as may be consid 
cred advantageous, at a compensation of filly dollars per 
month or S600 per annum.”’ 


That was accidentally omitted, and reading this 
letter will perhaps oblige me to move an amend- 
ment. 

** In this connection, T also beg to Invite your attention to 
the fact that some additional rooms will be required, &c.’? 

I have nothing to add to these statements. The 
Committee on Finance cannot judge of the neces- 
sities of these offices. We know that their neces- 
sities are very great. We know, also, that the 
business that is done in the Treasury Department 
proper, an@ that which is done in the offices of the 
Second and Third Auditors, is necessarily busi- 
ness requiring very cousiderable capacity: the in- 
vestigation of accounts, the decision of how far 
they are allowable under existing laws, and things 
of that description, Senators all well understand 
t. Wetake it for granted, with reference to that, 

that the heads of these offices are the best judges of 
what is demanded by the necessities of the offices; 
and we have acted accordingly with reference to 
_ this particular matter. If Senators think that it 
is better to reduce the compensation of these clerks 
and make them all of different classes, the Senate 
will so decide. Of course, I have no wish upon 
the subject, except to make the expenses of the 
Government as Tight as possible, to reduce as 
much as possible, or rather to avoid as much as 
possible an increase. 
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Mr GRIMES. 

chairman of the Committee on Finance to inform 
the Senate that he had the utmost respect for the 
Secretary of the Navy and for the Naval Com- 
mittee. It would not be possible that it could be 
otherwise than that he should entertain that opin- 
ion, and | probably should not have called the 
attention of the Senate to the subject of these $1 ,800 
clerks if L had properly understood the powers 


aud functions of the Committee on Finance; but | 


iutseems I did not. I supposed,in my ignorance, 
that it was the duty of the Committee on Finance 
to ascertain before they reported to us that it was 
advisable to create any new offices, first, the neces- 
sity of the offices; secondly, the value of the ser- 
vices that were likely to be rendered by the offi- 
cers, should the offices themselves be created; but 
it seems that | am mistaken in regard to that. 
My friend from Maine tells the Senate that they 
are not the judges; that they accept of the opin- 
ions of the Secretary of the Treasury upon that 
subject, and allow him to determine all of these 
questions, first, as to the necessity of the offices 
themselves, and, secondly, as to the gradation of 
the officers and the salaries that shall be paid 
them: 1n other words, that we are merely to reg- 
ister the decrees of the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury 
in regard to the amount of patronage that can be 
bestowed upon him, or to the number of officers 
that shall be putinto his bestowal. I am not pre- 
pared to do that myself. I think that proper 
elerks can be procured for a less sum than $1,800 
a year, and as we confined the other Departments 
to $1,400, | am goiyg to vote to confine the Treas- 
ury Department to $1,400. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. -One word in reply. The 
Senator states me rather too broadly. I did not 
intimate that we made no inquiries on the subject, 
and contented ourselves with registering the de- 
crees of the heads of the Departments. That is 
rathér an inference of his; itis rather an oratorical 
flourish, I take it, of which my friend is fond, than 
a statement of the fact. What I said wassimply 
this: we ascertained to our own satisfaction that 


an increase of force is needed, or of course we | 


should not grant it; we became satisfied of that 
fact. I say, with reference to the particular kind 
of force, the heads of Departments are better 
judges than we are; for they understand their 
yusiness. It is the misfortune of the Committee 


on Finance that they are not informed minutely 


upon every subject relating to all the Departments | 


of the Government. Their time is limited; their 
capacity is limited; and they necessarily must fall 


for them to know. I am happy, sir, that that re- 
mark cannot be applied in any sense to the Com- 
mittee on Naval 
versally informed on all subjects. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment as modified will be reported. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


{Laughter.] 
The amend- 


In the office of the Third Anditor of the Treasury, six | 
clerks of class four, seven of class three, nine. of class two, | 


and eighteen of class one. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


clause. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairun- | 


derstood the Senator to propose it as a modifica- 


tion by the committee of their own amendment; || . : ; ; 
y || paring his amendment I will send to the Chair 


so that no action is necessary to be had upon it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to add at the end 
of that clause, as I suggested, the following: 

And ten clerks as copyists, at a rate of compensation not 
exceeding $50 per mouth. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChair will 
regard that asa modification by the committee 
of their bwn amendment. 

The rey continued the reading of the 
amendment of the committee, as follows: 

iu the office of the Assistant Treasurer at Boston, one 
clerk, at asalary of 31,200 per annum. 

In the office of the Assistant Treasurer at New York, 
clerks, messengers, keeper, and laborers, whose salaries 
in the aggregate shal] not exceed $8,700. 

in the office of the Treasurer of the Mint as depositary, 


tin lieu of the clerks heretofore authorized, clerks and mes- | 
senger, whose salaries in the aggregate shall not exceed | 


5,500. 
¢ In the office of the Assistant Treasurer at St. Louis, 
messenger, watchman, and laborer, whose salaries in the 
regate shall not exceed $2,000. 
n the office of the Secretary of the Navy, three clerka 
of the first class and three of the seeond class. 
three clerks of the second class. 
lu the Ordaance Bureau of the Navy, one chief clerkand 


TH 
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It was unnecessary for the | 
| the first class and two of the second class. 


| amendment, as tollows: 


| this section shall be appointed by the heads of the several 
Departments and offices to which they are severally at- |} 


| as to describe what sort of clerks he wants in the | 


; v ™ . : _ - . . . 
fairs. That Committee is uni- || aware, there is an exceedingly great pressure in 


'| course for additional expenditures. 
| department of the Government is more pressed 


| can be more suffering. 


I do not understand what | 
was done with the amendment | proposed to that | 


aaine annual eat $250, to each of the two ez | 
officio members 











. 1} 
In the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, two clerks of || 


In each of the Bureaus of Medicine and Surgery, Equip- 
ment and Reeruiting, aud Navigation, one laborer, at au an- 
nual salary of $600. 

Inthe Navy Department, two additional night watchmen, 
each at an annual salary of $600. 

In the Pension Office, twenty additional clerks of the 
first class. | 


Mr. FOSTER. Iam authorized by the Com- | 


mittee on Pensions to move to amend the amend- | 


ment proposed by the Committee on Finance in | 
| regard to the Pension Office. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
suggest that it would be more convenient to allow | 
the amendment to be read through, and then move 
amendments to it. 

The Secretary continued the reading of the | 


And the several clerks and other employés authorized by | 


GLOBE. 








tached; and the amount necessary to pay their salaries, | 
from the time of their appointment, for the fiscal year end- | 


ing June 30, 1863, and for the fiscal year ending June 30, I 


1864, is hereby appropriated therefor. 

Mr. FOSTER. Lam instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on Pensions to move to amend the amend- 
ment inthe thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth lines, 
on page 40, by erasing the words, ‘in the Pen- 
sion Office, twenty additional clerks of the first 
class,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof: 

In the Pension Office, twentv additional clerks, one 
messenger, and ove laborer for the current year, $29,500. | 

For the year ending June 30, 1864, for additional clerks, | 
thirty-five in number, one messenger, and one laborer, | 
$51,300. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will suggest to the hon- | 
orable Senator that the last clause of the amend- | 
ment of the Committee on Finance will save him 
the necessity of making those calculations. That 
clause reads: 


And the several clerks and other employés authorized | 
by this section shall be appointed by the heads of the seve- | 
ral Departments and offices to which they are severally at- | 
tached; and the amount necessary to pay their salaries, from 
the time of their appointment, for the fiscal year ending | 
June 30, 1863, and for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864, 
is hereby appropriated therefor. 


If the Senator will only draw his amendment so 


Pension Office, this clause will save the necessity 
of his making any calculations in regard to their 
pa Vy. , ; 

Mr. FOSTER. That will be all that will be | 
necessary; but in regard to this amendment, I will | 
say that the Commissioner of Pensions in a state- 


rr 





| ment both in writing and orally to the committee | 


far short of what perhaps it would be desirable || represents these amounts as being as small as he, 


in his own judgment, can get along with in a 
proper administration of that office. As weare all | 


that office, and aloud call foradditional force and of | 
Probably no 


than the office of the Commissioner of Pensions. 
No class are more meritorious and none probably 
I hope, therefore, the 
amount asked for by the Commissioner, which | 
amount I have stated, will be granted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator be 
kind enough to reduce the amendment to the form 
in which he desires it? 


Mr. FESSENDEN., ‘While the Senator is pre- | 


ee 


an amendment from the Committee on Finance, 
to insert as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in the 
third section of an act entided “ An act making supple- 
mental appropriations for the year ending June 30, 1563, | 
and for the year ending June 30, 1862, and for other pur- | 
poses,”? approved July 16, 1862, shall be construed to in- | 
crease the salaries of the Superintendent of the Census, | 
or the Assistant Postmasters General. 


The amendment was agreed to, 


} 
Mr. GRIMES. Whilst the Senator feom Con- | 
necticut is preparing his amendment, I offer an | 
amendment to insert after the word *“*Columbia,”’ | 
in line eight hundred and seventy-five, the follow- | 
ing: 
Inclading the same annual compensation, , to each 
of the two ex officio members of the Board of Police from | 


the organization thereof, August 19, 1861, as is allowed by 
law to the Commissioners of Police. 


So that the clause will read: 
For salaries and other necessary expenses of the Metro- 
politan Police for the Distriet of Columbia, including the | 


the Board of Poliee from the organiza- 





February 


* 


tion thereof, August 19, 1861, as is allowed by law to the 











| Commissioners of Police, $110,000. 


I will explain the amendment in one word. | 
offer it in obedience to the resolutions of the Board 
of Police in this city, who expressed the Opinion 
that it ought to pass. J think it ought to pass, [t 
does not increase the aggregate expense; it does 
not increase the appropriation. It merely author. 
izes the two Mayors of Georgetown and Wash. 
ington, who are, by the metropolitan police act, 
ex officio members of the Board of Police, to re. 
ceive the same compensation that is allowed to 
the other commissioners, to be paid out of the 
same general appropriation. The same duties are 


| performed by these commissioners that are per. 


farmed by the others. One of them is compelled 
to travel some distance in order to attend the meet. 
ings, and is put to considerable inconvenience; 
and the other members of the Board of Police, 
after having had about eighteen months’ expe- 
rience, have unanimously petitioned Congress that 
such an amendment as this should be made to the 
section now under consideration. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Fosrer,} 
as modified, will now be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, in lines 


| thirty-seven and thirty-eight to strike out the fol- 


lowing words: 

In the Pension Office, twenty additional clerks of the 
first class. 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 


In the Pension Office, for twenty additional clerks, one 
messenger, and one laborer, for the current year, $29,500. 

For thirty-five additional clerks, one messenger, and one 
laborer, tor the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864, $51,300. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, The Senator has not put 
itina form consistent with that portion of the bill, 
I object to the amendment in that form. 1t does 
not classify those clerks. ‘They should be classi- 
fied by law. Under the amendment as it now 
stands, the Commissioner of Pensions could pay 
just what he pleased to those clerks. The Sen- 
ator should divide them into classes, so as to pro- 
vide for them specifically ,and then we shall know 
what is to be paid, and the number of the clerks 
to be employed. 

Mr. FOSTER. I propose doing that, and 
changettit at the suggestion of the Senator. I am 
prepared, however, to state precisely what the 
Commissioner asks, and prefer doing it in detail 
exactly as he does ask it. The amendment now 
reads, ‘in the Pension Office, twenty additional 
clerks.’’ There I would insert, ‘‘ to wit, three 
clerks of the fourth class, four of the third class, 
four of the second class, and nine of the first class”’ 


| —which makes the twenty for the current year— 


** and one additional messenger and one laborer.” 

Mr. FESSENDEN. At what salary? 

Mr. FOSTER. One at $700 and the other at 
$600, as the others are fixed in the bill, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then the amendment of 
the Senator can be easily stated by the Secretary. 
In the Pension Office so many clerks of the fourth 
class. How many? 

Mr. FOSTER. Three of the fourth class, four 
of the third, four of the second, and nine of the 
first, and one messenger at a salary of $700, and 
a laborer at $600. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It can be stated in that 
way. There is no need of putting in any amount. 

Mr. FOSTER. Then for clerks for the next 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1864—— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The next clause of the 
amendment of the Committee on Finance covers 
the whole ground for next year: 

And the several clerks and other employés authorized by 
this section shall be appointed by the heads of the several 
Departments and offices to which they are severally at- 
tached, and the amount necessary to pay their salaries from 
the time of their appointment, for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1863, and for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864, 
is hereby appropriated therefor. 

Mr. FOSTER, I desire to state that the clerks 
1 have already mentioned are for the current year; 
but the Commissioner asks for an additional force 
for the coming year, the year ending June 30, 
1864, which I will also classify as I have the first. 
Five clerks of the fourth class—— , 

Mr. FESSENDEN. In addition to those just 

tin? 

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. ‘There cannot-be so many 


‘as that required in the Pension Office. 
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Mr. FOSTER. That is what the Commissioner 
states, and he states it is the smallest force with 
which he believes he can administer the office in 
any respect satisfactorily. The amount of busi- 
ness there accumulates to a degree that one not 
conversant with it would hardly imagine. He 
asks, at all events, for the year ending June 30, 
1864, for the following additional force: five clerks 
of the fourth class, six of the third class, eight of 
the second, and sixteen of the first, one messenger, 
and one laborer. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 


How many clerks in all? 
Mr. FOSTER. 


Thirty-five. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Heasks, in the first place, | 


for an addition for the current year. Then,does 
he ask for this force for the next year in addition 
to that granted for this year? 

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, sir; for the next fiscal 

ear, ending June 30, 1364. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | know nothing about it, 
and therefore shall not oppose it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison 
agreeing to the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut to the amendment of the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Secretary can put 
it in proper form afterwards. There is no need 
of mentioning the sum in either case. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. Theamendmentofthe committee, asamended, 
was adopted. 

Mr. HARLAN. I move to amend the bill by 
inserting on page 20, after line four hundred and 
sixty-three, the following: 

For the pay of the wages of one clerk in the consolidated 
land office at Des Moines, lowa, at the rate of three dol- 
lars per day, $1,095, to be paid by the register. 

Mr.GRIMES. I propose to amend the amend- 
ment of my colleague, so as to make it read: 

For the salary of a clerk at the consolidated Jand office 
at Des Moines, lowa, $1,000. 

I will state what my colleague, I suppose, is 
prepared to state, that all the land offices in that 
State have been consolidated in one, and every- 
body in the State has more or less business to 
transact with that land office. 


The land is nearly | 


all sold; and there are no fees under which the 


clerk is to be paid for the thousand and one little 
duties that are required of him. 

Mr. RICE. Is this appropriation for the past 
or the future? 

Mr.GRIMES. For the future. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1863. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusctts. 
it was Necessary to putin the amount. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is a general ap- 
propriation at the end of the bill that the amount 
necessary to pay the foregoing salaries is hereby 
appropriated. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Then I will 
modify the amendment in that way. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator mod- | 


I thought 


| ifies his amendment by striking out the appropri- 


ation, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. And putting it immedi- 
ately after the appropriation for clerks for the Pen- 
sion Office. I willinquire if the Senator is author- 
ized to offer this amendment by the Committee 
on Military Affairs ? ‘ 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir. 

The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I desire to offer an amend- 


ment, to insert after line one hundred and sixty- 


| five the following: 


Provided, That all lithographing and engraving, where 


| the probable cost exceeds $250, shall be awarded to the 


lowest and best bidder tor the interest of the Government, 
after due advertisement by the Superintendent of Public 
Prinfing. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator explain 
what he means by that? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I mean that all lithograph- 
ing and printing shall be given out by contract, 
on advertisement, to the lowest and best bidder. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POWELL. I offer the following amend- 
ment to be inserted as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That all laws and parts of laws 
allowing or giving bounty on the tonnage of vessels engaged 
in the cod or other bank fisheries be and the same are hereby 
repealed. 

Mr. President, during the pendency of this bill 
many Senators have indicated that they could not 


| give us a little appropriation for the agricultural 


interests of the country, because we should econ- 


| omize and retrench our expenses. Itis well known 


the amendment to the amendment, to change the | 


amount from $1,095 to $1,000. 
Theamendmentto the amendment wasagreed to. 
The amendment, as amended, was adopted. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 1 offer an 
amendment, to insert as an additional section the 
following: 

“ind be it further enacted, That there shall be added to 
the clerical aud other force in the office of the Quartermas- 
ter General, to be appvinted by the Secretary of War, four 
clerks of class four, and ninety clerks of class one, and thirty 
copyists, and six laborers at an annual compensation of 


$600; and for this increase the sum of $136,800 is hereby | 


appropriated. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
other day on that subject, covering everything 
that was necessary. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We passed 
the bill through the Senate; but it has not passed 
the House of Representatives. It is now on the 
table there. I find it has not beeggpassed there, 
and probably it may not be. Thete is no appro- 
priation oan in that bill, and so we thought we 
would put the same bill which passed through 
here with the appropriation necessary to carry it 
oul, on this bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Is it precisely the same? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Precisely 
the same. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 


to insert it after the appropriation for the clerks for | 


the Pension Office and leave out the sum, because 
the last clause of the amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Finance covers all the appropriation neces~ 
sary. The Secretary can put it in form. 

‘ 
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We passed a bill the | 


to the Senate that the amounts paid to the parties 
engaged in these cod-fisheries have taken out of 
the Treasury, upon an average, some four hun- 
dred thousand dollars a year for a great many 
years. 

Mr. GRIMES. How much this last year? 

Mr. POWELL. Ido notknow anything about 
this last year. Nine tenths of all these bounties 
go to the Stat s of Massachusetts and Maine. It 
is evidently wrong, and in my judgment was 
wrong from the begining, to tax the entire people 
of this country to pay any such bounty. I think 
it wrong in principle; and as we are now subject 
to very heavy expenses, and the people are groan- 
ing under heavy taxation, I think it but right to 
repeal these laws and withhold from these persons 
the bounties which, in my judgment, they have 
wrongfully had fora great many years. It is not 
my purpose to discuss the question; | merely ask 
for the yeas and nays upon the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator will bring 
in a bill to repeal those bounties, we can have a 
discussion of the subject whenever he desires it, 
and we can find the time; but | warn the Senate 
that if they put it on this bill, 1 cannot give any 
assurance when the bill will be likely to pass this 
body and the other House. It may pass here 


| pretty soon, for 1 shail perhaps have nothing to 


say about it; but if it should get into the House 
of Representatives it cannot be expected to pass 
without a long debate and a pretty thorough one; 
for it has always been a contested pint, and has 
been settled over and over and overagain. I know 
it is a specialty with the Senator from Kentucky. 
He does not like codfish. He expressed to me 
his dislike particularly of dried codfish. It does 
not smell well, and as he does not like it he pitches 
into it upon every possible occasion. [Laughter.]} 
If the Senate feel disposed to put this amendment 
on this bill, they can do so, but they must do it 


at the risk of allowing the bill to take care of itself | 
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Mr. POWELL, I do not know how much de- 
bate this proposition might occasion in the House 
of Representatives; but, sir, when their constt- 
uents are taxed to their utmost capacity of endur- 
ance, | think that House could not employ a few 
hours in a better way than in relieving them of 
these bounties. : 

The Senator, however, asks me why I do not 
introduce a separate bill on the subject. I did 
that at an early part of the last session, and had 
it referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
notwithstanding I appealed to the chairman of 
that committee to report back the bill, they took 
no action on it until the cle of the session, and 
then they came in here with a general bundle of 


bills, and that among the rest, and asked to be dis- 
|| charged from their further consideration. I have 


tried the Committee on Commerce on the subject, 
and I can get no report from them in time to get 
any action upon it. Ido not think there is a bet- 
ter place in which to put this proposition than upon 
one of these appropriation bills; and I think gen- 
tlemen of the other House would employ their 
time most wisely and for the good of the country, 
if they would devote even an hour or two to re- 
lieving the people from this unnecessary burden. 

The Senator jocosely says that I do not like 
codfish. It is true the smell of dried fish is some- 
what offensive to me; but allow me to tell the hon- 
orable Senator that I like codfish much better than 
[ like the idea of my constituents paying these 
bounties to hisconstituents. The constituents of 
every other Senator here are taxed this amountof 
money to pay the constituents of the Senators 
from Maine and Massachusetts this bounty; for 
those two States get nearly the whole of it,and but 
a small amount goes to the other States. Hereto- 
fore I have looked particularly into the statistics 
of this subject,and gave them to the Senate. The 
whole thing was wrong from the beginning, and 
is now wrong; and if there ever wasa time when 
we should relieve the people from an unjust bur- 
den, itis now. I know the amount is small com- 
paratively; yet itis four times larger than Sena- 
tors are willing, upon pure grounds of economy, 
as they say, to give to the great agricultural in- 


terests of the people of the whole Union. Ido 


not think we could do better than to employ our 
time in retrenching the very large and increasing 
expenditures of this Government, particularly 
on objects which, in my judgment, are unworthy 
of appropriations out of the national Treasury. 
So far as these cod-fisheries are concerned, if it 
isa thrifty business, | know there is thriftenough, 
and enterprise enough, and energy enough, in 
Massachusetts and Maine to carry on the busi- 
ness without a bounty. We have no more right 
to give the people engaged in that traffic a bounty 
than we have to give the people of the great valley 
of the West a bounty for raising or slaughtering 
pigs, or raising corn or peas. | wish at Jeast to 
test the sense of the Senate upon this question. 
It is not my purpose to discuss it. However, if 
gentlemen wish a discussion upon it, | am ready 
for that. I am prepared at any time with the 
statistics that | have heretofore produced to the 
Senate. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. President, if it ever 
was necessary for us to allow this bounty for this 

urpose, it does not exist now. The reason, l 

selieve, assigned when it was originally allowed 

was that we mighteducate seamen, We are now 

educating them in a better school for naval pur- 

poses. ‘I'here is no reason upon earth why at this 
| time we should take this large sum—lI believe it 
amounts to about $400,000 per year—for this pur- 
pose from our people, who are already burdened 
enough to support and carry on the Government, 
1 am for the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to say to Senators, 
simply with reference to this matter, 1 do not pro- 
pose to argue it at any length, but | do not think 
| this is the right mode to get at it by putting iton 
| an appropriation bill. That I have stated already. 


hereafter, so far as this Congress is concerned. It |; But, sir, | certainly cannot help noticing the ar- 


will undoubtedly occasion a great deal of debate. || 


gument that is adduced by the honorable Sen- 


Sy 


ese 


. 















































































y= 


ites 





3 
‘® 


2 
. 


. 


Tae 


ea ews 
g 





674 








ator from Illinois on this subject. He says we 
are educating seamen. 
much the larger portion of our seamen from the 
class of men who were educated in these fisheries. 
The country is at this moment experiencing the 
benefit which it has derived from these bounties 
heretofore in the very large number of seamen 
who have gone on board the men-of-war.of the 
United States. ‘Three or four thousand—I do not 
know exactly how many—from my own State 
alone, in addition to those we have sent to the 
war as soldiers, have gone into the Navy; anda 
larger number perhaps—I do not know how many 
~—from the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
at ten thousand. I suppose it issomewhere from 
seven to ten thousand. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There are, at this very 
time, in the naval service some fourteen or fifteen 
thousand sailors from those two States alone, and 
they are principally Men educated as sailors in 
these very fisheries, and, in a great degree, en- 


couraged by these bounties which have been paid. | 


‘Then there is one other remark which should be 
made. ‘This fishing business is a losing business 
in point of fact, and has been for a year or two. 
Itis nota money-making business, (that is very 
clear,) and has not been for a very considerable 
period. Some years they are more fortunate than 
others; but it is never a money-making business. 
Itis always a poor business, and for many years a 
very unfortunate losing one. Still, many of our 
men on the coast go into it, and they go into it in 
the intervals of their other business at home, and 
become sailors as well as farmers. That is the 
simple truth in regard to the matter. 


Now, sir, the ground and the only ground upon 


which this bounty can be defended is that upon 
which it has been put for many years: the import- 
ance of educating as many seamen as possible 
practically for the naval purposes of the United 
States; and thus, instead of their being educated, 
they may be completing their education on board 
of men-of-war, The preliminary education was 
received on board these fishing vessels; and they 
make, as the Senator probably well knows, the 
very best sailors in the world, the best men on 
board men-of-war. It has been established upon 
those principles from the beginning, and it has 
been the policy of the Government from the foun- 
dation of the Government. Many efforts have 
been made to overturn it, and upon discussion of 
the full merits of the question it has always failed 
in the form ofa bill. If it is to be put on in this 
yay on an appropriation bill, Senators must so 
decide and take the consequences of the act. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Though very remote 
from that section of the country where the imme- 
diate benefit of this appropriation is felt, I feel 
myself altogether justified in saying that if there 


Well, sir, we get very | 


Estimated | 


ever was a time when this appropriation should | 


be made, this is just that time. 
our northeastern coast is more valuable to us, 
contemplating the possibility of having to main- 


tain a large Navy and to use it on the high seas, | 


than the school at Annapolis. It is the school in 
which we breed practical sailors, men accustomed 
to the seas, and who are iit for battle on the seas. 


I have no local interest in this matter, but I | 
have heard the discussion often repeated, and I | 


am well satished thatif there ever was a time 


when this appropriation should be made, this is | 


the time. I believe that this has been the school 
that has bred the seamen who have filled our 
ships of war and our privateers on the high seas, 
from the time we had our first war with Great 
Britain until this time; and we may look to them 
with confidence in the future. I take the liberty 
of differing with my friend from Illinois, and my 
other friends from the West, who can see no ben- 
efit in this. I look upon it as a great school for 
seamen ; for the particular sea in which their 
business is done is one of the most dangerous in 
the world, and it makes them bold and skillful 
scamen. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. President, I know 


of no reason why the seamen engaged in this 
business are any more educated for the purposes 
of entering the naval service in war than those 
in any other service upon the ocean. It may be, 
as my friend from California says, thatit is more 
dangerous; but 1 do not understand that the dan- 
gers of the sea enable men to become more effi- 
eient sailors. 


The school on | 


: } ; ah Oe a oe eae Se 
that is learned in the service, and not the dangers | Mr. RICHARDSON. 





of the sea 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The Senator will allow 
me to ask him this question: whether the man 
who looks death in the face every day from the 
first time he mansa ship, does not necessarily 
become familiar with death, and therefore, by the 
very necessity of his discipline, becomes a brave 
and fearless man? ‘That is the reason why our 


| Navy has not failed in any encounter during this 


war. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. President, I will 


reply at once to the gentleman. I have no confi- 


dence in the individual courage of a man either in | 


the Army or Navy; it amounts to nothing. The 
discipline and the drill amount to everything; and 
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Where did the other 
thirty-five thousand now in the Navy come from ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Different parts of the 
country unquestionably. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. COLLAMER. From the commercial ser. 
vice. 


Mr.RICHARDSON. Undoubtedly; and there. 











| fore the commercial service furnishes just as good 


men for the purposes of the naval service as you 


| furnish from Massachusetts and Maine, where 


| you pay this bounty of $400,000 per annum. That 


is my argument, and | ask gentlemen to meet jt 
and reply to it. There is no reason why the peo. 


| ple in the Northwest and other portions of the 


| country should be taxed to pay this immense 


they are learned as well in navigating the ships en- | 


gaged in your commerce as in those engaged in 
your fisheries. 
have had some little experience, it is true not in 


this sort of service, but in another; and I declare | 


it here as my opinion to-day that the individual 
courage of aman amounts to nothing in the Army; 
it is the drill, the discipline, the obedience to 


| orders, under the regulation and direction of a 


single mind, courageous it must be, that leads 
them to victory. | een the same is true of 
our Navy. Ido not understand that it is neces- 


| sary in order to promote efficiency in the Navy in 


time of war that you should select your sailors 


| from this particular service. 


| ways protected their fisheries, and do to this day. || 


Sir, our Navy is no more distinguished, now 
than it was during the Revolution; they have per- 
formed no more gallant deeds; and yet, during the 


Revolution, they had not this school stimulated | 
by this bqunty to draw from. They had the other | 


school of commerce, in which sailors were trained. 


Mr. GRIMES. Great Britain and France al- 


Mr. RICHARDSON. That may be all true. 

Mr.GRIMES. And the seamen who navigated 
our vessels in the revolutionary war were made 
in the same way as it is supposed the seamen are 


| made to-day. 


| that fact. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I beg the Senator’s par- || 


don. He and | differ very much in reference to 
There may be reasons why England 
and France protect their seamen who are engaged 
in this particular business. 
they engage in the business is remote from their 


| country. They have to come in competition with 


those near the fisheries. 


Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from Illinois evi- | 


dently mistakes the point I make. His allegation 
was this: that when the revolutionary war was 


fought, we had as gallant men and as skillful naval || 


commanders and seamen as we have to-day; and 
yet those seamen and commanders were not drawn 
from the fisheries. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
service. 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. My answer was, that 
Great Britain, of which we were then a part, prior 
to that time had always protected her fisheries. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not see the appli- 
cation of the Senator’s remarks to this particular 
discussion. 

Mr. GRIMES. That is not my fault. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. President, one word 


in reply to the Senators from Maine and Massa- | 


chusetts. We have now, I believe, about forty- 


nine thousand seamen engaged in the service. | 


The Senator from Maine says that three thousand 
of them come from his State, and the Senator from 
Massachusetts says that between nine and ten 
thousand come from his State, Are they educated 


| in the fisheries more gallant than the other thirty- 


six thousand drawn from other sources? Do I 
understand that to be the argument? The argu- 
ment would be a good one if all our seamen who 
have performed this gallant service were drawn 
from this source. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator does not un- 
derstand, perhaps, exactly the application we in- 
tended to make, if he will excuse me a moment? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly; with great 

leasure. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The very fact that the 
fisheries were protected, enabled the two States 
which I have mentioned to furnish so large a pro- 
portion of seamen, about fourteen or fifteen thou- 


| sand of the whole number, not because they are 


| more brave, or anything of the kind; but we had 


it is the education, the discipline || them prepared, educated, habitual seamen. 


That is my opinion about it. I | 


The point at which | 


bounty when we draw just as good seamen with- 


|| out having this bounty at all. The bounty is not 


necessary to make seamen. They are educated 
just as well when no bounty is paid. 

Mr. POWELL. I am aware thatthe argument 
in favor of this bounty originally was that these 
fisheries furnished a nursery for seamen; but if 
that reason ever existed it has long since ceased, 
We have now the largest commercial marine in 


| the world, and that, in my judgment, furnishesa 


sufficient nursery for our seamen. There can 
now be no valid reason, with such a large com- 
mercial marine as we have, for giving this bount 


| as a nursery for seamen in Maine and Massachu- 








setts. ‘This matter was elaborately investigated 
during the administration of Mr. Pierce, and the 


| then Secretary of the Treasury reported, and his 
| report I have heretofore read to the Senate, that 


half of the money obtained for those bounties was 
obtained by fraud; and he said that this bounty 
was a greater nursery for perjury than it was for 
seamen. That was the opinion of the Secretary 
of the Treasury of that day, that half of the boun- 


| ties paid were obtained by perjury; and he wound 


up with the opinion that it was as much a nurse- 
ry for perjury and fraud as it was for seamen. 

here is no justice in this bounty. In my judg- 
ment it was wrong from the beginning. It is tax- 
ing the whole country for the benefit of the citi- 
zens of two States, for the two States of Maine 
and Massachusetts get nearly all these bounties. 
I will not detain the Senate, but I do hope the 
amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, I desire to ask the 
Senator from Kentucky to change his proposition. 


| I should like to vote, and I think my constituents 


will sustain me, so long as New England is mak- 
ing a fight against this agricultural appropriation, 
to take $130,000 from the fishing bounties, and 
devote it to the agricultural interests of the coun- 


‘try. If the Senator from Kentucky will change 


Not drawn from this || 


| his proposition in that way, | will vote for it. 


Mr. GRIMES. When the Senator from Ken- 
tucky submitted a bill at the last session of Con- 
gress to repeal the fishing bounties, I think [ voted 
with him. So far as I have investigated the sub- 
ject, abstractly, I am in favor of the repeal of the 
fishing bounties; but I find that they have existed 
for the last seventy years; that for the last twenty 
years strenuous efforts have been made by public 
men to procure their repeal; that those who have 
gone before us, or a majority of them, represent- 
ing the people and the States in Congress, have 
refused to repeal them; and now I do not propose, 
upon an appropriation bill, when an amendment 
is suddenly sprung upon us, to pass upon so great 
a question as this, and decree the repeal of these 
fishing bounties, when those who have gone be- 
fore us, our fathers in these Halls for the last 
twenty years, have strenuously resisted the argu- 
ments made in favor of the repeal. I do not think 
this is exactly the time to do it, or the occasion 
to do it; and whatever may be my own individual 
opinions asgo the abstract question of the pro- 
priety of the fishing bounties, I am not prepared, 
and shall not vote to-day to repeal them by an 
amendment to this appropriation bill. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, if, when the 
time of trial came the people who receive these 
bounties had failed, it would be an argument for 
the repeal; but when Maine and Massachusetts 
in this war have so nobly responded and sent 
forth their thousands of seamen, and we can see 
what the effect of these bounties has been, I ask 
if any Senator now wants to break them down! 
Is any Senator prepared, when Maine and Mas- 
sachusetts and those States have responded 80 
nobly, to say to them, ‘‘at the time when your 
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sailors are manning the Navy of the United States, 
we will take away and break down this nursery?” 
Sir, is this the time to do such an act? 

I will say to the Senator from 


Mr. POWELL. 


Kansas that I cannot change my proposition; but | 


if Congress will repeal these fishing bounties, I 
will go with him for any reasonable amount, much 
larger than $130,000, for the agricultural interests, 
if he desires it. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I should like to know | 


from Senators on the other side of the Chamber 


when the great Northwest failed in the discharge | 


of their duty to the country? When did the ag- 
ricultural interest of this country fail in responding 
to the call of the country? We have endeavored 
heretofore to prove to the country that an appro- 
priavion of $130,000 for the benefit of agricukture 
was necessary. You refused to vote it. Prove 
to us that we have failed in our duty. Kansas 


to-day, that has no other interest than an agricul- | 


tural interest, has furnished almost twice as many 
soldiers in proportion to her numbers as any other 
State in this Union. Out of a voting population 
of eighteen thousand, she has furnished fourteen 
regiments to the service of the country. When, 
I ask, has Kansas ever met the foe without gain- 
inga victory? You can fight, but you can lose. 
We fight and we wm. Kansas, under the gallant 
Blunt, has in ninety-one days fought the enemy 
five different times; and here we are praying you 
to encourage the great industry of agriculture in 
a State containing eighty-one thousand square 
miles. We say to you, encourage us and we will 
make Kansas a cotton-growing State; we will aid 
in supplying much of the deficiency in that great 
article that has been caused by the withdrawal of 
States from this Union. Fair play is all I ask 
from New England. Stand by us and we will 
stand by you. 

Mr. CLARK. I desire to say a word, and but 
a word, in reply to what has been said by the 
Senator from Kansas. I meant certainly no in- 
vidious distinction between New England and the 
Northwest. I am ready to award to the Senator 
from Kansas and his State, and to all the great 
Northwest, that praise which they have so emi- 
nently deserved. Ifthey have fought, and have 
been victorious when we have lost, let me say to 
the Senator from Kansas, that our loss has been 
his, and their victories have been our victories, be- 


cause we are one part of the same great country. 


If the loss has fallen upon us, 1 pray him that 
here in the Senate he should not taunt us with it; 
because let me tell him when our soldiers shall 
be led as I trust they will be led, there will be no 
failure and no defeat. Sir, we have taken nothing 
from the West, and we have taken nothing from 
Kansas. For seventy years these bounties have 
been paid to the New England fishermen. He 
asks us to strike them down. For years past we 
have paid something to the agriculture of the 
country. We ask to strike nothing down. We 
do not take from you what you have ever had. 
You simply ask to double the appropriation for 
agriculture; and we say in this condition of the 
country, when you propose to give more than half 
the proposed appropriation in salaries, it is not the 
time todo it. We have struck at nothing; we have 
cast no reproach atanybody. God knows we feel 
the value of the services rendered by the Northwest. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President, I rise to say 
a word, and but a word, and not to discuss this 
propane. I do not think the Senator from 

ansas was entirely fair in charging upon New 
England or the East the defeat of the proposition 
in regard to the Agricultural Department of the 
country. If my memory serves me right, and the 
vote was taken buta few minutes ago, several Sen- 
ators from the Northwest voted against that prop- 
osition, and several Senators from New England 
voted for the proposition. 

Mr, SUMNER. I voted for it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 


I voted for it. 


TH 





Mr. WILKINSON. That was just what I rose 
to say, Without intending to discuss this proposi- 
tion; for | hardly know bow I shall vote upon it. 
I do not think the Senator from Kansas was en- 
tirely fair in his assertion; nor do I think the 
Senator from Kansas has a right to appropriate to 
himself the sole charge of the agricultural inter- 
ests of the Northwest. There are several States 
out there that amount to something in agricultural 
matters aside from Kansas. The people of Kan- 
sas are a good fighting people; but I have never 
heard that they have become very deeply inter- 
ested in agriculture as yet. They have been too 
much occupied with their war with the border- 
ruffians of Missouri to._pay any particular atten- 
tion to agriculture. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Will the Senator per- 
mit me to make a remark ? 

Mr. WILKINSON. Certainly. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. We claim that we 


have the aggregation of the farming and agricul- 


‘tural intelligence of all the Nérth in Kansas. 


Mr. WILKINSON. Mostof those around me | 


voted for it. 

Mr. FOSTER. And spoke for it. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Yes, sir; and spoke for it. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. The Senator will find, 
by looking to the yeas and nays, that a majority 
of the Northwest voted against this increase to 
$130,000. I am willing that New England shall 
bear all her proper burdens, and she is abundantly 
able to bear them; but the glory of cutting down 
that appropriation belongs to the Northwest. 


| 


| 


{Laughter.] When I make the charge against 
New England, it is founded upof the fact that the 
chairman of the Finance Committee is understood 
to be the father of the Senate, [laughter,] and 
when he opposes a proposition it is lost. The 
Senate will permit me to say there has been no 
measure presented to this body in which the con- 
stituents whom I in part represent feel so deep an 
interest as this appropriation for the Agricultural 
Department; and if | have shown more warmth 
on the subject than I should, I trust I shall be 
pardoned, for | am trying to represent the feel- 
ings of my constituents. We are loyal; we are 
devoted to the Union; and we ask that we may 
not be neglected. 

In answer to one other suggestion, I will say, 
the Senator from Minnesota represents a proud 
State, one largerthan ours; but there is no revo- 
lution going on in the agricultural interests of his 
State. In my State there is. We are endeavor- 
ing to change our State from a corn and wheat- 
growing to a cotton-growing State. That, I sup- 
pose, cannot be done in Minnesota. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If my friend from Min- 
nesota will allow me a moment, I wish to say a 
word in reply to my friend from Kansas, and | 
pray him to give me his attention. If the Sena- 
tor from Maine is understood to be the father of 
the Senate by anybody, he must be by the Sena- 
tor from Kansas, and, as one of his children, he 
would give that Senator a little advice, which he 
has a right to do, considering the relative situa- 
tion in which he stands to him; and that is, that 
in our conflicts here in the Senate he will not un- 
derstand that because a Senator opposes one of 
his propositions, that, therefore, he 1s bound him- 
self to make a personal matter of it, and quarrel 
with him for doing so; and because a Senator 
from New England opposes one of his proposi- 
tions, that it is necessary to conclude that itis a 
sectional feeling that brings it about. 1 beg the 
Senator to give me, and all other Senators from 


| other sections of the country, the credit, until he 


sees the contrary, of acting from proper motives 
in the discharge of their duties, and meaning to 


do the best they can fortheircountry. That they 


may be mistaken in their views is very probable; 
lam very often so; but, sir, as God is my judge, 
I never gave a vote in this Senate upon any sec- 


tional ground whatever; and I believe I am_ not 


| in the habit of giving them on light grounds of 


any kind or description. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The Senator will not 
charge me with designing to impugn his motives. 
Mr.FESSENDEN. The language ofthe Sen- 
ator certainly would. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 


I had no such inten- 


| tlon. 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 


Mr. DAVIS. I agree to both propositions of 
the honorable Senator from Maine, that he never 
gave a vote here that he did not conscientiously 
believe to be right, and that he did not intend to 
be sectional. I also agree most fully in his other 


| proposition, that he has been very often mistaken 


in the character of the votes which he gave. 
Cet 

Mr. HALE. The Senator from Kansas takes 
this matter about an appropriation to the Agricul- 
tural Department very much to heart, and says 
the ple he represents have a deep interest in 
it. p eye bill is not disposed of and will be open 
te amendment in the Senate, ! wish to make a 
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675 
suggestion to him. I see that by striking out that 
amendment we killed a chemist, a botanist, an 
entomologist, and an ornithologist. Now, if we 
might make a compromise—that seems to be the 
order of the day—and if the Senator from Kansas 
will indicate which of these professors iis that 
the people of Kansas have such a very deep in- 
terestin, perhaps we might save acouple of them. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. If the Senator from 
New Hampshire will permit me, | wish to make 
a suggestion to him. The proposition we were 
voting upon did notinclude the positions he speaks 
of. They were stricken out by the Committee on 
Finance. The Senator from lowa moved to in- 
sertan appropriation of $125,000 in the amend- 
ment of the committee. So far as Kansas is con- 
cerned, she wants $130,000 appropriated for the 
best interests of agriculture. 

Mr. HALE. Thatis very indefinite. It may 
be by promoting ornithology or entomology. 
However, let that go. ; 


I desire to say a single word in regard to this 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky; for 
the very small State that I,in part, so poorly repre- 
sent, hasa little corner touching the sea-shore that 
is called Clam-Shell Corner, and the people there 
are not only employed in catching clams, but use 
some of the clams as bait for codfish, and to that 
extent they are interested in this question about 
the codfish bounties. [Laughter.] But, sir, itis 
very small. The great interests of New England 
are represented when appointments are to be made 
by Massachusetts. [Laughter.] Whatever is 
done for Massachusetts is done for New England; 
and if anybody feels disposed to grumble at that, 
itis said they do not stand by New England. I 
have myself found fault with the great number of 
appointments made from Massachusetts; but they 
are set down for New England, and we are a part 
of Massachusetts. [Laughter.} That is the uni- 
versal answer. 

This bounty to fishermen can be defended on 
one ground, and but one; and that is, that itis a 
school for educating seamen. I grant that it is 
rather antagonistical to the policy of this coun 
try; for the policy of this country has been to 
educate gentlemen for officers and neglect th 
common people enurely. You appropriate large 
sums for educating gentlemen as officers at West 
Point; and you have actually provided by law 
that, no matter how skillful a man may be, no 
matter how skilled in the work that goes to make 
a sailor, and a brave sailor, he is ostracized by 
law, and cannot receive an appointment in the 
Navy,unless he goes throughithe Naval Academy 
at Annapolis or Newport. ‘Thatis the law. Then, 
sir, this Government which educates officers, and 
only officers, has in this matter relative to the cod 
fisheries one single item of appropriation for the 
education of seamen not officers; and if you 
strike this out, | think the Government will be 
symmetrical and will be aristocratic entirely. [am 
sorry that the only Democratic feature there 1s in 
our policy should encounter such continued and 
continuous and unremitting and long-continued 
opposition from the Democratic side of this 
Chamber. That is all I have to say to it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 8, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Carlile, Kennedy, Powell, Richardson, 
Sherman, Turpie, Wall, and Wilson of Missouri—® 

NAY S—Mesers. Anthony, Arnold, Chandler, Clark, Col 
lamer, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Pessenden, Poot, 
Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Harlan, Harris, Hicks, 
Howard, Howe, King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas. 
Latham, McDougall, Morrill, Pomeroy, Rice, Sumner, 
Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, Wilmot, and Wil 
son of Massachusetts—J5. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If no separate vote 
be requested upon any amendment, the question 

will be taken in gross on concurring in all the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FOOT. I ask for a separate vote on tho 
amendment in regard to the Agricultural Depart- 

ment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will put 
the question on concurring in all the amendm nite 
other than the one indicated by the Senator from 
Vermont. 

The amendments were concurred in. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The excepted 


i amendment will now be read. 
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The Secretary read the amendment; 
to strike out from line six hundred and thirty-three . 


wlll was 


to lins x hundred and fifty-two inclusive 
insert the following in lieu thereof: 


, and to 


For the salary ofthe Commissioner of Agriculture, $3 

For the salary of the chief clerk in the Departni 
Agriculture, $2,000 

For the collection and compiling of « 
for promoting agricuitur 


wricultural stat 
al and rural economy, and the | 
curement, propagation, and distribution of cuttings aud 
seeds of new and useful varieties, and for the introduction 
and protection of insectivorous birds, and for the purpose 
of establishing alaboratory with the necessary apparat: for 
practical and scientific experiments in agricultural chem 
istry, and for paying the clerks and employés and contin 
gent expenses necessary in said Department, $60,000. 

for investigations to test the practicability of cultivating 
and preparing flax and hemp as a substiiute for cotion, 
$20,000, 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move to 
insertin the place « 
which to be used for the purpose included in the 
last ame oon nt. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The last 
stands. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusgetts. 
simply move to strike out $60,000 and insert 
$30,000. There is some feeling in regard to this 
matter,and | think that if we make a general a 
propriation of $80,000 and then putin $20,000 { 
this special purpose, making $100,000 altogether, 
it will be satisfactory all around. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 must ask f 
and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas 27, nays 14; as follows: 


Y EAS— Measrs. Anthony, Arnold, Chandler, C lark, ( ws) | 
lamer, Davis, Dixon, Doolitde, Foot, Grimes, Harlan, H 
ris, Henderson, Hicks, Howard, Nowe, Lane of Kansas, 
Latham, McDougall, Morrill, Pomeroy, Powell, Sumner, 
Trumbull, Willey, Wiison of Massachusetts, and Wilson 
of Missouri—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cowan, Fessenden, Foster, Hale, Hard 
ing, Kennedy, King, Lane of Indiana, Rice, Sherman, Tur 
pie, Wall, Wilkinson, and Wilmot—l14. 


amendment 


Then I will 


for the yeas 


Sotheamendment to theamend ment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. GRIMES. I offer as an amendment, to 
be appended to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Rhode Island, the following: 

To be expended under the direccion of three commission 
ers to be appointed by the President of the United State 

If the purpose thatis sought to be accomplished 
by the adoption of the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Rhode Island were connected 
with the agricultural part of what may relate to 
flax, [ should not propose this amendment; but 
he purpose is to manage In some way or other to 
furnish inducements to mechanicians to develop 
the method of spinning and weaving this flax- 
cotton. There is no doubt as to the’ possibility 
of produci ing flax-cotton. The difficulty all lies 
in spinning it, and then in weaving it; [ under 
stand that the creat trouble isin spinning it. I 
hold in my he ind some of the cloth that is made 
from this article, a portion of it being cotton and 
nother portion of it being flax. The purpose is 
to develop some sort of machinery, some process, 
by which cloth can be made entirely of flax. For 


f $60,000, $100,000; $20,000 of 


that purpose, there is no sort of facility to be fur- | 


nished by the Agricultural Department of this 
Government. Such facilities must be derived 


through some other agencies; and I therefore pro- | 


pose that the President shall have authority to 
appoint commissioners who are skilled in manu- 
factures of this sort, to investigate the whole 
subje ct. 

Mr. RICE. I suggest to my friend from Iowa, 
if it would not be better to offer a premium to 
somebody that would invent a machine for this 
purpose, and that would avoid the necessity of 
creating a new office. 

Mr. GRIMES. It is very possible, probable 
indeed, that that would be the best method of 
reaching it, and the amendment which I propose 
gives the commissioners the power to do that, 

Mr. RICE. The President may find the com- 
missioners, but he cannot find the brains in any 
three men to develop a measure of that kind. The 
cotton gin was not invented by legislation. None 
of our great improvements bave been invented in 
any respect by legislation. They can be fostered; 

and I think it would be better to offer a premium 
to any one that would make the necessary inven- 
tion in this case. 

Mr. CLARK. For years and years the manu- 


facturers of the country connected with the cotton | 


manufacture, have been endeavoring to perfect the 


| ment offered. 


| ployed a commissioner a year ago or more to buy | 
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‘inaineees of flax. The great difficulty a been 
In preparing fhe flax for manufacture, the ma- 
chinery they have had for that purpose cutting it 
into what may be called the short staple, so as to 
spoil it entire ly. Ihave no doubt—and I am in 
favor of this amendment of the Senator from Iowa 

that among those people who have been turn- 
ing their attention to it for years and years, the 
President will find some suitable men into whose 
hands he may commit it. If it is thought best to 
offer a premium, I have no obje ction. I think this 
amendment necessary for that purpose. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have no objection to this 
appropriation of $20,000; indeed, i voted for it; 
but I consider it of doubtful polic y, at least, to 
organize another bureau, another department of 
agriculture. I certainly would rather leave this 
under the same control as the general appropria- 
tion. We have a Commissioner of Agriculture. 
Let him attend to this business. 

Mr. ANTHONY. llow me to make a sug- 


| gestion that Lthink will meet Senator’s views, and 


tural Department. 


| fered to 


I hope the Senator from lowa will agree to it. Let 
him say, 
without compensation. 
Mr. GRIMES. I will agree to that. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Wecanget better ones with- 
out ¢ compensation than with it. 
. POMEROY. That does not do away with | 
the a jection T have. My objection is not to al- 
lowing compensation to the commissioners, but 


9 
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| esa to remedy that we appointed anothes commis. 
sioner to buy them, without any compensat; 
and he charged six per cent.; so that when i 
pey them it is cheaper than heas they work wi 
out pay. 

Now, in regard to this appropriation, let me say 
that gentlemen are exceedingly mistaken whey 
they think this is a thing to be done in a moment. 
The spinning of flax was the great desideratum 
of Bonaparte’s life, and his failure in that partic. 
ular item was the subject of reflection to the day 
of his death duringall his solitary imprisonment at 
St. Helena. It was thegreatidea ‘that he cherish, : 
and it was to be the instrumentality by which 


Nn 


| England was to be humbled and his continental 


‘* three commissioners who shall serve || 


system was to be enforced. It has baffled the in. 
genuity of the world from that day to this. Gen- 
tlemen get up here and talk as if it was going to 
be done by appointing a commission right off. It 
reminds me ot one of the orders that was issued 
by a Roman general when he returned in triumph 

from sacking some of the cities of Greece. He 
took some of their finest statuary with him; and 
he made an order that if any of those who were 
employed in transporting it should break it, they 
should be compelled to furnish new statuary when 
they gottoRome. [Laughter.] They could do 
it just exactly as well as you can bya little le gis- 
lation here produce this great desideratum, which 


| has baffled the ingenuity of the world thus far. | 


to the fact that it is anew bureau, commissioners || 


appointed in this department not controlled by the 
Agricultural Bureau. If I vote for this appropri- 
ation atall, I want it connected with the Agricul- 
It is on that account that I 


oppose the amendment of the Senator from Iowa. || 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
will not prevail. 
cruise what it is. 


It is useless to attempt to dis- 


That is the design 
of it. 

We have a Commissioner of Agriculture. I 
shall not undertake to vindicate his conduct in the 


| management of that Department, nor shall I make 


| the United States, whom you propose now to au- 


any attacks upon him; but he is placed there, and 
who put him there? Who, but the President of 


thorize to select your three commissioners? [| 
think the Commissioner of Agriculture can select 
the persons to make these experiments just as 
well as the President of the United States. 
the President of the United States has enough to 
do at this time without ente ring the manufactur- 
ing establishments of the country to make exper- 
ments in the manufacture of flax, and I trust this 
amendment will not prevail. 
thing will be accomplished by it; 
me very much like a blow at your Commissioner 
of Agr iculture, 
that way. I think that he can employ t he men 
just as well as the President of the United States 
can, and I want no three offices established by 
this bill. I have voted for the large appropriation, 
but this proposition comes from a Senator who 


now he proposes to have three grand commission- 
ers appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate , | suppose. Is 
that it? 

Mr. GRIMES. 
yense. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Are they not to be paid? 

Mr. GRIMES. No, sir; they are to serve with- 
out compensation, 


It creates no additional ex- 


I hope this amendment | 


I think 


I do not think any- || 
but it looks to || 


know that improvements have been made, but 
they are not to be made in this way. I voted for 
the amendment proposed by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island, and I think we had better 
let it stand as it is. 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, if this propo- 
sition which I have submitted had been really in- 
tended by meas an attack upon the Commissioner 


|| of Agriculture, I certainly should not have pro- 
[t is simply an amendment of- | 
take the control of this matter from the || 
| Commissioner of Agriculture 


posed it, for | should have known that I was to 
meet the astute advocacy of that Commissioner 
on the part of the Senator from Illinois. But | 


| was as Innocent as an unborn child of any design 


to attack the Commissioner of Agriculture. I never 
saw the man in my life; never wasin his Depart- 
ment; never had any correspondence with him, 
either directly or indirectly. I do not know him. 


| I should not know him if I were to meet him on 


| the street. 
| regard to his capacity for the transaction of this 


I do not know the slightest thing in 


business. I have heard of him as an excellent 


|| dairyman, a practical ‘agriculturist, i in the State of 
| Pe snnsylvania; 


but I do not believe that, because 
he is a practical agriculturist, he is, therefore, the 
man to assist in developing the manufacture of an 
agricultural product into fabrics to be worn by 
the people of this country. | believe that the peo- 
ple of Illinois, as well as of lowa, are more in- 
terested in the manufacture of this article than in 


| all the sums that have been appropriated for your 


I am opposed to doing things in |! 
PI 


Agricultural Bureau during the last ten years, or 
that will be appropriated for that purpose for the 
next ten years. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator from Iowa if he thinks the Presi- 


| dent himself is specially skilled in this matter? 
has been opposed to the large appropriation, and || 


| another chance to select a man. 


Mr. GRIMES. We shall give the President 
We shall give 


him three chances; and I think that the presump- 


|| tion is that, at any rate, of the three he will select 


this sort. 
' 


some man who has some capacity in a matter of 
If the Senator desires that we should 


|| exercise control over it ourselves, and will propose 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That was not the amend- | 


Has it been thus modified ? 

Mr. GRIMES. Ithkas been. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
plish anything in that way ? For one, [ am op- 
posed to employing men without compensation 
to undertake this business. 
ter pay the men you employ a reasonable remu- 
neration for their services. Let the Commissioner 
of Agriculture, that has charge of these matters, 
manage it; let him make the selection. I hope the 
ame »ndme nt will pet prevail. 

Mr. HALE, I am opposed to employing com- 
missioners without compensation for this reason: | 
experience has taught me the folly of it. Weem- | 


ships, ,ata commission of two and a half per cent., | 
we thought it was a pretty extravagant sum, | 


Do you expect to accom- | 


I think you had bet- | 


to amend it so as to reserve to the Senate the power 
to ratify and confirm the nominations, I am con- 
tent that it shall be so. 

Mr. HOWARD. Will the Senator from lowa 
answer me one question? 

Mr. GRIMES. I will, if I can. 

Mr. HOWARD. Has not the Commissioner 
of Agriculture already, under the statutes in ex- 
istence, the authority to appoint commissioners 
and all other agents for the purpose of doing the 
same business that is to be done by these three 
commissioners to be appointed by the President 
as the Senator proposes? 

Mr. GRIMES. I have no knowledge of any 
such authority on his part. Iam satisfied he has 
none under our appropriation bills. 

Mr. HOWARD. I think you will find that he 
has full authority to administer his entire Depart- 


‘| ment in all its various branches. 


Mr. GRIMES. I think that the Senator from 
Michigan will find, upon reference to the law, that 
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there is no express authority. I know that here - 
tofore when his predecessor appointed a commis- 
sioner to proceed to Europe for the collection of 
‘ eds, it was pronounced an unwarrantable as- 
sumption of power on the part of that officer. 

~ The amendment to the amendment was rejected 

yes SIX, noes not counted, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the amendment, made as in Committee of 
the Whole, as it has been amended. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Does not my amend- 
ment come in here to expend a part of the $20,000 
for cotton as well as for hemp and flax ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator has 
submitted no amendment in the Senate. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I postponed it with 
the understanding that it was to be offered in the 
@ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It can be offered 


1OW. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I move to amend by 
inserting **and for encouraging the culture of cot- 
*>so as to make the last clause of the amend- 
ment read: 

For investigations to test the practicability of cultivating 
aud preparing flax and hemp as a substitute for cotton, and 
for encouraging the culture of cotton, $20,000. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Thope thatamendment will 
not prevail. If the Senator desires to make an 
appropriation for this specific object, I hope he 
will propose it as a separate clause and not divert 
a part of this appropriation to another object, 
which will only defeat the one we have already 
agreed on with such unanimity. There is not too 
much for this purpose. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. All the expense that 
the Department will be at will be in procuring 
and sending the seed to those States where cotton 
ean be raised. It will not.cost more than a few 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. ANTHONY. That the Commissioner al- 
ready has power to do under the general appro- 
priation. He has been doing it; he has sent some 
cotton seed to me, 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. But the amount that 
he is sending is limited. I want to increase the 
supply. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We have added $20,000 
to the general appropriation, so that he can make 
a large increase. Instead of $60,000, as last year, 
we now appropriate $80,600 to enable him to make 
a larger distribution. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 


ton, 


I should like very 


much to have my amendmentadopted. I feel that | 


it would be fruitful of good results. 
The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The amendment made as in Committee of the 
Whole,as amended, was concurred in. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I now move an inde- | 


pendent amendment of $5,000 for the culture of 
otton: 

For encouraging the culture of cotton, $5,000. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
amendment by itself? 

Mr. HARLAN. Tinquire of the Senator from 
Kansas if he will not insert the word ** tobacco”’ 
after cotton.’? There are varieties of tobacco 
which can be cultivated profitably in the middle 
States. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
question of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the amendment 
is not moved in pursuance of the recommendation 
of a Department or a report of a committee, and 
proposes an increase of appropriation, it is not in 
order within the rules. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Does not the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture recommend an appropri- 
ation of $130,000, and ask for a portion of that 
appropriation for cotton? 


I believe I must makea 


Is that an independent 


TH 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is not | 


aware how that may be. 

Mr. HARLAN. If I understand the rule as 
applicable to this case, it can be illustrated by stat- 
ing that this is an amendment to an amendment. 
The amendmentof the Committee on Finance pro- 
pore to cut down the appropriation as proposed 

y the House of Representatives. It originally 
8tood $130,000, but the Committee on Finance 
moved to reduce it, and amendments to thatamend- 
ment have been proposed, all of which, if adopted, 


will diminish the aggregate amount. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If the amendment || will require certainly as much as the appropria- | 


be in pursuance of the recommendation of a com- 
mittee or a Department, it is in order. The Chair 
Is not aware of any such recommendation; his at- 
tentian has not been called to it; otherwise, in the 
opinion of the Chair, it is not in order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
nota proposition to ll 
the bill. The appro 
pending is $130,000. — 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator so 
makes his motion, if he makes a motion to amend 
the bill by using $5,000 of the moneys already 
appropriated, his amendment is in order; but thi 
Chair understood it to be an additional appropri- 
ation of $5,000. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Now, Mr. President, 
at your suggestion | move that there be $6,000 of 
the appropriation applied to the encouragement 
of the culture of cotton and tobacco. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In the opinion of 
the Chair that amendment is in order. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope thatamendment will 
not prevail. It appears to be too broad in its 
language. It proposes to make this appropria- 
tion **to encourage the culture of cotton,’’ if | 
mistake not. I do not understand the amend- 
ment perfectly well. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Will the Senator 
from Michigan permit me? All] want the money 
for is fer the distribution of cotton and tobac« 
seed, and | willaccepta modification of thatkind. 

Mr HOWARD. Ab, very well. Ido notdeem 
it necessary for any such purpose as that. The 
statute passed at the last session of Congress gives 
ta the Commissioner of Agriculture full authority 
now, and requires him, indeed, to make a “proper 
distribution’ of 


If [ understand it, this is 
‘rease the appropriation in 
riation in the bill which is 


all the seeds which he may col- 
lect. In order that Senators may know what his 
authority actually is, 1 beg to read very briefly 
from the second section of the act of the last ses- 
sion: 

* That itshall be the duty of the Commissioner of Agri 
culture to acquire and preserve in his Department all in 
formation concerning agriculture which he can obtain by 
meaus of books and correspondence, and by practical and 
scientific experiments, (accurate records of which experi 
ments shall be kept in his office,) by the collection of statis 
tics, and by any other appropriate means within his power; 
to collect, as be may be able, new and valuable seeds and 
plants; to test, by cultivation, the value of such of them as 
may require such test, to propagate such as may be worthy 
of propagation, and to distribute them among agriculturists.”’ 

The distribution is one of his primary duties, 
As long as we have a Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture it seems to me we may fairly and reason- 
ably leave it to him to distribute the seeds which 
he may collect to such persons as he may think 
best. We cannot judge for him, nor do I think 
that we ought to atiempt to do any such thing. 
He has full and ample power now, under the 
| Statute as it exists, to make distribution of all the 
seeds that he may acquire of every kind and de- 
scription, and it seems to me that that power is 
sufficient. I certainly would not authorize him 

to use any part of the appropriation in any other 
way than such as is defined in the statute itself. 

I would not open the door so broadly as to allow 

him to use this money to encourage this, that, or 

the other description of cultivation, because we 
know not in what way he may construe language 

‘to encourage the cultivation’’ of any of thes: 

things. It seems to me, therefore, that the amend- 

ment offered by the Senator from [Kansas is en- 
| tirely unnecessary atthis time. It is already pro- 
vided for in the law. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If I understand the ob- 
jection taken by the Senator from Michigan, it is 
that the Commissioner already has the power 
under the law to expend a portion of this appro- 

| priation, if he deems it necessary, for this pur- 
| pose. The proposition of the Senator from Kan- 
sas is that he shall expend this much for this 
particular purpose. It leaves him no discretion, 
{and he should have none, in regard to the par- 
| ticular articles referred to in the amendment of 
the Senator from Kansas. It is true there are but 
| small portions of the country now represented in 
| this body where they can cultivate one of the ar- 
| ticles referred to in that amendment—the State of 

Kentucky, « portion of the State of Illinois, the 

State of Missouri, and a portion of the State of 

Kansas. We ought not to leave it discretionary 
| with the Commissioner to appropriate a few hun- 
|| dred dollars for this purpose when these interests 
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tion asked for by the Senator from Kansas. For 
that reason, lam in favor ofthe proposition moved 
by the Senator from Kansas. He asks for buta 
very small amount to be appropriated to this par- 
ticular purpose and no other. I think thatif the 
Senator from Michigan will reflect a moment on 
this subject, he will see that it diverts buta small 
portion of the appropriation for the purpose of 
buying and distributing cotton and tobacco seed, 
and testing the practicability of the growth of cot- 
ton and tobacco in the small portion of the coun- 
try of which we now have undisputed possession 
where they can be grown. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 
from Kansas that, while I am rather disposed to 
support hisamendment, I think $6,000 is a pretty 
large appropriation to be expended in seeds alone. 
It stands now merely for distribution of cotton 
andtobacco seeds. Thatisa great deal more than 
can be required, Ifthe Senator will reduce it to 
half that amount I think he will get it. 

Mr. POWELL. The object of this amend- 
ment, as I understand, is to distribute cotton and 
tobacco seeds. I will say to the Senator from 
Kansas that one gallon of tobacco seed will be 
enough for his whole State. 

Mr. POMEROY. 1 amin favor of a small ap- 
propriation in this direction. We appropriated 
$3,000 last year, as will be remembered, for cotton 

d,and it was notallused, They did not finda 
demand for all that $3,000 could procure last year. 
I have been able to send considerable to my own 
State, and not being able to send all that I wanted 
to send bought a ton, sentit out and made a pres- 


ent of it to the Agricultural Society of my State 
out of my own money, because I thought I could 


lot get what we desired, what | knew our men 
wanted. I think a few thousand dollars, two or 
three thousand dollars, could be very well appro- 
priated in this direction. I think that would be 
sufficient. 

Nir. LANE, of Kansas. I will consent to re- 
duce the amount to whatever the Senator from 
Maine may suggest. All I want is to have the 

ed sent out. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think $3,000 is ample 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I so modify the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope now the amendment 
will be read as it stands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment; which was 
to insert after the appropriation of $80,000 for 

rricultural purposes, ‘* $3,000 of which appro- 
priation shall be for encouraging the culture of 
cotton and tobacco,.’”’ 

Mr. HOWARD. Ido not wish to be stren- 
uous. I certainly do not think the mere appro- 
priation is to be resisted, for Lam willing to go as 
far as any one for the purposes of agriculture, but 
i see no propriety whatever in restricting the 


| authority of the Commissioner in reference to 


tobaceo and cotton, and requiring him to apply 
. certain amount of money ™ way of encourage- 
ment to the culture of these two articles, a 
pose that we of the wheat-growing region should 
be strenuous, and demand that he should apply 
a certain proportion of the money which we place 
in) his hands for the culture of wheat, or oats, or 
corn, or any other description of grain. Wo 


| might with the same propriety do so, as the Sen- 


atorson the other side insist upon the restriction 
of his power in reference to cotton and tobacco. 
Itis this restriction, itis the taking away from the 
Commissioner of Agriculture that salutary dis- 
cretionary authority which was given him under 
the statute creating his bureau, of which I com- 
plain. Iam entirely willing to leave it to his good 
sense as a public officer how much money shall 
be applied to one object or another, properly 
coming within his Department; but this mode of 
giving him specific instructions | am opposed to. 
The statute requires him to distribute the secds 
which he may obtain, whether cotton seed, to- 
bacco seed, or any other description of seed; but 
under this amendment he is to proceed to enter 


‘upon the business of encouraging the culture of 


cottonand tobacco. What does that word imply? 
It may imply even the purchase of land for that 
purpose, the establishment of a cotton plantation 
in I|linois or some other part of the country, or a 
tobacco plantation; both of them to be experi- 
mental. I take it that it is not the intention of the 
Senator from Kansas or the Senator from Llinois 
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to give him this particular authority. Certainly 
I shal! vote against it, for the very reason that it 
opens the door to these experimental operations, 
which in the end will cost vastly more than they 
come to, | apprehend. 

Mr. HOWE. If this amendment is designed 
to dedicate a specific portion of this appropriation 
to the purchase of seeds, tobacco and cotton seed, 
I have simply to remark that itis entirely unne- 
cessary, because, as has been remarked by the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture already has ample authority to furnish 
these seeds; and if the people of any portion of the 
United States desire them to experiment with, 
upon making known their request to the Commis- 
sioner of Agriculture, they will undoubtedly be 
furnished hereafter, as | understand they have 
been heretofore. If it is intended, however, to in- 
augurate the culture of cotton and tobacco, or ti 
encourage the culture of these two articles in the 
United States generally, or in any particular por- 
tion of the United States, | have simply to say 
that I understand those to be the last two prod- 
ucts in the United States which require any en- 
couragement whatever. [do not know of anytwo 
products that need less encouragement than these, 
unless it be whisky and beer. 

The United States of America, allow me to re- 
mark, Mr. President, already possess the best cot- 
ton fields in the world, and it is the most profitable 
crop inthe world. It is a crop that they produce 
here with such facility, that, notwithstanding they 
cultivate it with the most expensive laber known 
in the world, ithas yielded such enormous profits 
as really induced two years ago—and I do not 
know but what the same thing is true this day— 
those who are engaged especially in that culture 
to believe that by reason of it they commanded 
the destinies ofthe world in general, and ofthe Uni- 
ted States in particular. Now, I do not know in 
that state of facts why we should offer any ad- 
ditional inducement to the cultivation of that crop. 


{ know the cultivation of it has been disturbed 


the last two years. Perhaps the yield is not as 


great as it was before the breaking out of this war; 
the profit may be somewhat reduced; but L am 
one of those who believe that the United States of 
America will in‘ ten years hence produce very 
much more cotton, and at lower prices, at cheaper 
rates, than it ever has been produced at heretofore; 
and I do not think the appropriation of $3,000 or 
$6,000 now to be expended under the direction of 
the Agricultural Bureau is going to hasten that 
period. I would rather increase the appropria- 
tions to be made under some of the other Depart- 
ments of the Government, in order to hasten that 
time, 


Mr. KENNEDY. 


I do not desire to prolong 


the debate, but having had in former years some | 
experience in regard to cotton, | cannot sit still | 


and hear gentlemen talk about the probability of 
the cotton crop being greatly increased in its pro- 
duction outside of what has been denominated 


heretofore the cotton zone of the United States. | 


If gentleman will refer to a very elaborate and a 
very able report made by a Mr. Andrews, I think, 


about the year 1856—one of the most elaborate | 


and able reports in regard to the culture of cotton 
that have ever yet been brought to the attention 
of Congress or of the world—they will find that 
itis almost exclusively confined within certain 
parallels of latitude. In this country between the 
twenty-seventh and thirty-fifth parallels, there is 
a combination of soil and climate that producesa 
staple of which the world nowhere else has ever 
been able to produce the equal. I myself, in the 
early part of my life, was largely engaged in the 
manufacture of cotton. I have seen the day when 
under high tariffs, and under the regulations of 
trade, we could import for the coarser fabrics that 
we manufactured here Surat cotton from the East 
Indies at eight cents a pound, that was more ad- 


vantageous to us than to buy even the Virginia, | 


and the North Carolina, and the Upper Tennessee 
cotton. 


I was at that time engaged as a practical man- | 


ufacturer of cotton. I have grown cotton, and I 
have worked it up into goods; and I do not be- 
lieve that we can ever by any bounty we can offer 
produce a staple in any latitudes beyond 35° or 
36° coming north, that can by any possibility in 
the world enter into the manufacture of the finer 
class of cotton goods. Long years since we grew 
a Virginia and North Carolina cotton, a short, 





woolly staple, which sold at a very low rate, but 
at one time under the restrictions of trade it got 
up to ten cents a pound perhaps, when the Surat 
cotton was brought from India and put déwn in 
the State of Maryland, ina factory in which I was 
a partner, at seven cents a pound. 
bought this raw material, it was to obviate the 
high duty that was imposed on cotton fabrics. It 
was as well adapted to the coarser kinds of manu- 
factured goods as the cotton that we grow here. 


When we | 


day grow cotton with any certainty. I know that | 
in my State, in some seasons, I can grow a very | 
| fair sample of cotton, but the idea that we can | 
| raise it so as to be an article of sale or an article | 
upon the production of which we can rely, 1s, in | 


my view, utterly fallacious. No bounty you can 
offer will accomplish that result. It depends upon 
climate and season and soil. You may have some 
years, when you have no frosts, when you have 
a very favorable season for its growth, when it 


_can be produced; but when it is done, you geta 


little, short, wiry staple. I have no doubt there 
are gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber 
coming from the eastern States who understand 


what [ am talking about. I am perfectly sure that | 
with any bounty you may offer, you cannot in- 


troduce the growth of cotton to any extent, either 


| for sale or export, north of latitudes 349 or 359°. 


fectly fresh lands, | do not know. I am inclined | 


to think they may produce a crop for one or two 
or three years; but it will soon wear out. 
a known fact that as far back as sixty or sev- 
enty years ago, every plantation in Maryland 
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in Mexico, Don Manuel Escandon, who has a 
factory in central Mexico, one in northwest Mex. 
ico, and one about the central part of Mexico jn 
the west. He concluded that he could grow with 
the labor he could find in that country cotton to 
better ad vantage than he could import it into Mex. 
ico. It is an experiment worthy of being pro- 
moted; for I believe that with free labor in what 
are now the free portions of the United States, 


|| cotton can be grown advantageously. In Illinois, 
I do not believe that in this latitude we can to- |} 


the last time I was there, I met the editor of the 


| principal agricultural journal, and he informed me 


that they were putting in large fields of cotton in 
Illinois last year, and that the experiments there 
had proved a success. I am inclined to think that 
itis a legitimate business of the Government to 
promote enterprises like this by furnishing facil. 
ities to agriculturists in various localities, giving 


| them the means to reach the seed which may pro- 


duce the staple and test its capabilities in the dif- 
ferent parts of the country. I think it worth 
trying. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed 


| and the bill to be read a third time. 


Mr. SUMNER. I wish to state that there is 
pending before the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions a proposition of an important character, 


|| which, if adopted, will require the offering of an 
What may be done in Kansas upon tlreir per- || 


amendment to this bill. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. It can go on the misccl- 


|| laneous bill just as well as on this. 
It is || 


Mr.SUMNER. Isthere another appropriation 


|| bill coming in? 


| and in Virginia had its own cotton patch, and it | 


entered largely into the clothing ofall the servants 
of those States. 
cotton is not grown there. 
this day, in the face of what has gone before us, 
in the face of the experience of these States, un- 
dertake by offering a bounty to encourage it, you 


only come to the result which was attained over | 


sixty or seventy years since. 


I do not mean to make my remarks applicable | 


to any of the fresh and new lands; but when you 


| undertake to cultivate cotton in the older States 


north of the parallel of 36°, you certainly bring | 


it upon lands that have been more or less worn 
out, and you cannot grow it there. lam so well 


We know that now, however, | 
Now, sir, if you at | 


persuaded of this fact, from my experience both | 


as a planter and a manufacturer of cotton myself, 
that I regard the whole thing as a mere chimera. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. | hope the Senate will 


excuse me while I make a single statement. By | 


visiting the Agricultural Department, you will find 
samples of Kansas grown cotton equal to any of 
the Georgia and Arkansas upland cotton. Our 
people have not only grown it but they have man- 
ufactured it on their wheels and looms at home, 
and although we might not profitably grow cot- 
ton at eight or nine cents a pound, the old price, 
we feel that we can grow it successfully and profit- 
ably at from fifteen to sixteen cents apeaud: and 
that we can grow cotton all over the State of Kan- 
sas we do not doubt. Now, I desire to say to the 
Senator from Maryland we do not ask a bounty; 
but we ask that these seeds may be placed within 


| our reach, that we may grow the cotton that our | 


new land is adapted to in our opinion. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. President, as this 


subject is being discussed, and the Senator from 


Maryland has stated a special amount of knowl- || 


edge in regard to it, | will make a few observa- 


tions as to a country of which he is probably not | 


so well informed, where, if the Government will 
furnish facilities, the country may be developed 
by the introduction of cotton. 1am of opinion 
that we have on the western-side of the continent 
a country where cotton can be produced and grown 
as cheaply as it can be grown in Alabama. The 
valley of the Gila and the valley of the Colorado, 
in my judgment, furnish better cotton fields than 
any portion of the southern valley of the Missis- 
sippi. Experiments in cotton growing have been 
tried throughout California up as far as the bay 
of San Francisco. They are being tried now. 
The production is so much greater than it is even 
in the rich valleys of the South, that they under- 
take to say that they can compete with them. In 
Mexico, with almost a similar climate to that of 
ours of California, the experiment was tried on 
a large scale by one large cotton manufacturer, 
whe bes three of the largest cotton manufactories 


| 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then I have nothing to say, 
The bill was passed; and, on motion of Mr. 
FESSENDEN, its title was amended to read: 
**Anact making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 


| ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1864, 


and for the year ending the 30th of June, 1863, 


| and for other purposes.’’ 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Chair be au- 
thorized to fill the vacancy upon the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, caused by the retirement 
of the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Browntne. | 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON, of Missouri. At the request 


| of my colleague, [Mr. Henperson,] I move that 


he be excused from further service upon the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 
The motion was agreed to. 


FRENCH INTERVENTION IN MEXICO. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to take up the 
resolutions which I called up this morning, but 
then postponed, introduced by myself with re- 
gard to our relations with France and Mexico. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope no such thing will be 
done; and on that I wish to be heard. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish, then, to be heard 
myself. I have the floor, and if the question is to 
be discussed I will discuss it now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion before 


| the Senate is to postpone all prior orders for the 


purpose of proceeding to the consideration of the 
resolutions indicated by the Senator from Califor- 
nia. On that motion the merits of resolution are 
not open to discussion. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. These resolutions have 
been introduced for something like three weeks. 
I called the attention of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations to the subject before 
introducing the resolutions. I have postponed 
their consideration, or have not sought to call 
them up from time to time, waiting upon other 
public business. I regard them as of the first im- 
portance. I have not disturbed the Senate in the 
consideration of business in long talks, either at 
the last session or this. I think the subject is one 
about which Senators should take counsel with 
each other. I have opinions. I do not know that 
the opinion of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, would not concur with my own if he heard 


| what views I had to advance, and upon what facts 





‘ 


I based them. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Will the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia allow me a single word? I suggest whether, 
in his judgment, the discussion of this subject 1s 
nat one proper for an executive session? 
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1863. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I think not; or otherwise 
| should not have brought it forward here. Itis 
a question which can be most advisably consid- 
ered here; and allow me to say I do not present 
these things from any party stand-point, nor asa 
- »yement relating to any person in this Repub- 
ic. | propose the resolutions that I may advance 
facts within my possession, and considerations 
which I think should move the Senate to grave 
conclusions. 

The trouble has been and is that the question 
was not considered openly, boldly, without fear, 
long months ago. I have asked that it should be 
-onsidered, and I must insist now that it shall be 
-onsidered. I have waited from day to day, from 
time to time, and if the Senate fear to consider it, 
t their fears dictate their policy. I have come 











here from day to day, from time to time, with 
my books and papers, having carefully considered 
them, for the purpose of presenting my views for 
the consideration of the Senate. I have been com- 
nelled to do so; but it has interfered very mate- 

ly with the other business in my proper charge; 
ind now I want to dispose of the resolution. I 
have waited somewhat on the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; I have waited 
on the chairman of the Committee on Finance; I 
have waited on other questions pending here, 
wishing to disturb no business, but wishing to 
be able to present properly a question which, in 
my humble judgment, has not been considered by 
Senators, and | fear has not been considered by 
those who have charge of our foreign relations in 
and about the executive department of the Gov- 
ernment. I would not advance them nowif I did 
not think that the public interests required that 
they should be advanced and understood; and I 
have asked, and I think I have modestly asked, 
asimple hearing. If it is denied to me, | must 
submit, of course, because I yield to the voice and 
power of the majority. I have asked a simple 
hearing. I think that I have not, in my course 
in the Senate, justified the opinion that I was 
making war upon this Government, or upon any 
of its interests. If | err—that is, if I differ in 
opinion with gentlemen—that is my right; for this 


is, or should be,a place of counsel, where all Sen- | 


ators should be heard upon grave public ques- 
tions. If I did not think thisa grave question, | 
would not at this time urge it on the attention of 
the Senators; but as I do so regard it, [ ask that 
the resolutions which I presented may be consid- 
ered by the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I have perused 
the resolutions 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Will the Senator from 
Massachusetts give way to a motion to go into 
executive sessions 

Mr.SUMNER. I will. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I move that we pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Allow me to say, then, 
that | have postponed from time to time a dis- 
cussion of this question at the suggestion of Sen- 
ators, but if I am to be ruled out from day to day 
on this question, I shall regard it as an attempt 
to prevent me as a Senator from expressing my 





views on grave public questions. I shall so re- | 


gard it. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I have no desire of | 
the kind. An executive session is very important. | 


I suppose the Senator knows that. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to understand 
whether I am to be heard or not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts was understood to yield to the 
Senator from Kansas, and he submits a motion 
that the Senate now proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

Mr. HALE. I want to say a single word be- 
ore this motion to go into executive session is 
put, and I will occupy but a minute. I have been 
charged by the Senate with the conduct of busi- 
ness that comes before the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. I have tried perseveringly for three weeks 


to call the attention of the Senate to bills of that | 
committee of great importance, and I have failed. | 


I shall not antagonize them against the motion of 
the Senator from California, but I wish to give 
notice now in season. I will not ask the Senate 
to make a special order, but on Thursday, after 
the morning hour is out, I shall move to proceed 
to the consideration of the bills relating to the 
Navy, and shall urge them as pertinaciously as 
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so modest a man as I am can do until the Senate | priations are set forth more in detail than they were 
yield. in the House bill. ‘ 

The motion to go into executive session was Mr. HOLMAN. Is there an increase in the 
not agreed to. aggregate or not? 

Mr. FOSTER. I move that the Senate do now Mr. STEVENS. I believe the sum is a little 
adjourn. lessened, but there is very little alteration. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 7 and concurred in without debate, except in the 

: cases noted below. 

Second amendment: 


The amendments of the Senate were then read 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary called the roll. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, (who at first voted ** yea.’’) 
I will change my vote for the purpose of giving 
the floor to the Senator from California, and then Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend that 
he may move to adjourn, amendment by striking out.the words “and so 

The result was announced—yeas 12, nays 17; forth.”” The phrase is one to which I have very 
as follows: greatobjection,and it ought not to be in any ofour 


| For medicine, instruments, dressing, and so forth, for the 
} regular Army, $135,000. 


YEAS— Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Davis, Dixon, || Statutes. It either means something or it does 
Foot, Foster, Harris, Hicks, Pome roy, Sumner, and ‘trum not, lf it means anything, it ought to be expli- 
bull—12 ‘ 


a) citly stated. If it means nothing, it ought not to 
NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Doolittle, Fessenden, Grimes, be there Itisaec ‘for: rt} aa ' ce le 7 
Hale, Harlan, Lloward, Howe, King, Lane of Kansas, Mor--: pata Sa cover tor anything that the depart- 
rill, Powell, Sherman, Turpie, Wall, Willey, and Wilson || Ment choose to make itcover. It is a bad prac- 


of Missouri—17. tice, and one that we ought not to follow. This 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Thereis no quorum objection 1s not now made for the first time in this 
weiian: House. Ever since I have had the honor of a 
| Mr.GRIMES. I move that the Sergeant-at- || Se&t upon this floor I have sought to expunge that 
| Arms be directed to request the attendance of ab- phrase wherever it has occurred in our bills. It 


aialaddieemaetnes: occurs In many other instances in these amend- 
Mr. KING. We have not a quorum, and it is || ents» and I wish to cail attention to it. I hope 
| very late. I move that the Senate adjourn. it will e stricken out. ; 
| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate Mr. STEVENS. shia lee proposition for hoe- 
adjourned. pital supplies, lint, &c. Now, there are a great 
—— many little things which it is impossible to enu- 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. '| merate, bandages, and things of that kind, which 
, 3 it would take volumes to enumerate. The term 
Monpay, February 2, 1863.  &c.’’ includes nothing in England, but it in- 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer || cludes many things in this country. The only 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. effect of this amendment will be to delay the bill 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. || by sending it back to the Senate; and I hope that 
The SPEAKER stated the regular order of || it will not be agreed to. 
business to be the consideration of the bill of the Mr. MAYNARD. It would be very easy to 
House (No. 675) to raise additional soldiers for || substitute some other phraseology that will indi- 
the service of the Government. cate what you mean. I am aware that the ex- 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILTf. pression sometimes means much and sometimes 
oer j little, and | do not wish toleave it to departmental 
Mr. ST EV ENS, by unanimous consent, from || construction. I think we had better strike it out. 
the Committee of Waysand Means, reported back The amendment was not agreed to. 
bill of the House No. 649, making appropria- 


tions for the consular and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1864, 
with the amendments of the Senate thereto, with 
a recommendation that the amendments be con- 
curred in, 

The amendments of the Senate were read and 
concurred in. 


ENROLLED BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Thirty-second amendment: 


For medicine and medical attendance for negro refugecs, 


commonly called ** contrabands,’? $50,000. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I would like to have that 
amendment explained. 

Mr. STEVENS. The House bill provides 
for these matters in the aggregate. The amend- 
ment of the Senate separates the items, and sets 
them forth in detail. I do not see that we should 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- || gain anything by rejecting the amendment. It 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- || would only delay the bill. All this is included 
amined and found truly enrolled joint resolutions || in the bill that we passed and sent to the Senate. 
and a bill of the following tities; when the Speaker Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to ask the gentleman 
signed the same: if the phraseology of the original bill on this sub- 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 117) tendering the || ject indicates the appropriation of this sum or of 
thanks of Congress to Commander John L. Wor- || any other sum for the purposes indicated here? 
den, of the United States Navy; Mr. STEVENS. The original bill made the 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 131) to confirm the || same appropriation for these purposes in the ag- 
adverse decision of the Court of Claims in the case || gregate. ‘This particular sum is specified in the 
of Moses Yale; and estimates senttous. These items were all in the 

An act (H.R. No. 616) making appropriations |) original bill. The amendments of the Senate re- 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of | duce the sum appropriated in the bill by a few 
the United States for the year ending the 30th of || thousand dollars. 

June, 1864. | Mr. HOLMAN. I would ask if the estimates 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. || upon which this bill is based contain this item? 
| rr . ‘ , . Y 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its Mr.S Pa Yes, sir; and the Senate have 
Secretary, informed the House that the Senate had || PUt 19 each item by itself just as they are in the 
agreed to the report of the committee of conference original er ‘ oi ect 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the Mr. HOLMAN. I would inquire if this appro- 
| bill (HL. R. No. 561) in relation to commissioned || priation is to meet expenses already incurred, or 
| officers of the United States revenue cutter service. || for expenses hereafter to be incurred? 

The message further requested the return to the Mr. STEVENS. I believe it is for the next 


} 





Senate of bill of the House (No. 619) to increase fiscal year. 
the pay of Edward H. Brooke, the chief clerk in |} Mr. MALLORY. If I understand the gentle- 
the paymaster’s department, which bill was reject- || man from Pennsylvania, he says that this item of 
ed by the Senate on the 31st of January. || appropriation for medical attendance to these per- 
| sons commonly called ** contrabands,’’ is to pay 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. for an amount already expended by the Depart- 
Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, from | ment. we 
the Committee of Ways and Means, reported Mr. STEVENS. Oh, no; I said it was for the 
back bill of the House No. 610, for the support of || next fiscal year. 
the Army for the year ending June 30, 1864, with Mr. MALLORY. ThenI would ask the gen- 
the amendments of the Senate thereto. | tleman from Pennsylvania if he thinks this an 
Mr. STEVENS. The Committee of Waysand | appropriation in accordance with law? If so, I 
Means recommend a concurrence in all the amend- || would like to see the law which-authorizes Con- 
ments of the Senate. They make very little alter- | gress to make this appropriation. 
t | Mr. STEVENS. I would ask the gentleman 


ation in the bill, except that some of the appro- || 
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how we should better ourselves by rejecting these 
amendment ning thise meration of items? 
The House ha ready ssed ul ppropriation, 
mcnate, the 
vill st tand, excent that there 
WW t umeration item by item, The 
esti te for this stem will be found upon page 183 
of the estimates: ** For medicine and medical at- 
tendance for neero refugees, commonly called con- 
tra ids, $50,000." We aggregated the items 
col ined in the estimates. ‘The Senate have Sepa- 
rated the items, and among them 1s the item I have 
just read, 

Mr. MALLORY. I wouid suggest to th e gen 
ticman trom Pennsylvania that this item of ap- 
pro wiation to pay for medical services to thisclass 
of persons 18 notin the originai bili. 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, it 1s. 

Mr. MALLORY. It is not named in the ori- 
Prirint | ° 

Mec. STEVENS. Itisa part of the $12,000,000. 

Mr. MALLORY. But you never gave the 
Hlous any means of knowing that fact in the ori 

i No ich specific item was contained 
a oer 
STEVE! Itisin ed in the $12,090,- 
Pp us the cent! ( ae tee wt ut it the estimates, 
will see. I call the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded; and thie 


main question orders d 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I call for the yeas and 


nays on this amecenument 


‘ ’ ’ 

Che yeas and nays were orders 

The quesuion was f ken; ay 1 it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 35; as follow 

VY EAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnoid, Ashley, Bax 
ter, Beaman, Bingham, Blake, Duffinton, Burnham, Camp 
beil, Case Clark, Clements, Prederick A. Conkling, Ros 
cove Conkling, Conway, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Dunn, Ed 
wards, Bliot, Fenton, Samuel C. Fessenden, Thomas A. D. 
Fessenden, Fisher, Franchot, Goodwin, Granger, Hooper, 
Horton, Uutechins, Julia: iN vy. Francis W. Kellogg, 


Lansing, Learv, Loomi Lovejoy, Low, MeIndoe, Me 
Kean, McKnight, McPherson, Maynard, Mitchell, Anson 
P. Morrill, Justin S. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Timothy G. 


Phelps, Pomeroy, Johbu H. Riee, Edward U. Rollins, Sat 
geut, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheffield, Shella ger, Sherman, 
Sioan, Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thoma 

Train, Trimble, Trowbridge, Watker, Wall, Wallace, 
Washburnae, Wheeler, Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windoin, 


say 


Ata vy oreesier 

NAYS—Messrs. William Allen, William J. Allen, An 
coun, Baily, William G. Brown, Calvert, Cox, Cravens, 
Crisfield, Crittenden, Grider, Harding, Holman, Johnson, 
lL. ir, Mallory, May, Meuzies, Morris, Noble, Norton, 
Pendieton, Price, Robinson, Shiel, Stiles, Vallandigham, 
Vibbard, Wadsworth, Webster, Chilton A. White, Wick 
lifie, Wood, Woodruff, and Yeaman—3J5. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


HOLMAN called for a separate vote on 
the thirty-fifth amendment of the Senate, as fol- 
lows: 

For making a survey of the Minnesota and Red River of 
the North, with a view to improve the navigation of each, 
and to connect the same by a canal, $5,000, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of War. 


Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays, 
and tellers on the yeas and nays. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hotman and 
Avpricu were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-three. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 56, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashicy, Baxter, 
Beaman, Bingham, Clark, Colfax, Conway, Dawes, Ed 
wards, Eliot, Samuel C. Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, 
Goodwin, Granger, Gurley, looper, Kelley, Francis W. 
Kelloge, William Kellogg, Lansing, Leary, Loomis, Love 
joy, Low, MeIndoe, McKean, Mitchell, Anson P. Morriil, 
Justin S. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, 
Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John H. Rice, Riddle, Sedgwick, 
Segar, Shanks, Sherman, Spaulding, Stevens, Benjamin 
F. Thomas, Train, Van Horn, Vibbard, Wall, Wallace, 
Albert 8S. White, and Windom—56 


NAYS—Messis. William J. Allen, Baily, Samuel 8. | 


Blair, Blake, William G. Brown, Buffinton, Calvert, Camp- 
bell, Chamberlain, Clements, Cobb, Frederick A. Conk- 
ling, Cox, Cravens, Crisfield, Davis, Delaplaine, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Fenton, Thomas A. D. Fessenden, Grider, Hale, 
Hall, Harding, Larrison, Holman, Hutehins, Johnson, Ju- 
lian, Lazear, MePherson, Mallory, May, Menzies, Morris, 
Noble, Norton, Pendleton, Price, Robinson, James 8. Rol- 
lens, Sargent, Shellabarger, Shiel, Sloan, Stiles, Trimble, 
Trowbridge, Wadsworth, Walker, Washburne, Webster, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Wilson, Wood, 
Woodruff, Worcester, Wright, and Yeaman—62. 


So the amendment was not concurred in. 


During the call of the roll, 
Mr. COX stated that his colleague [Mr. Nu- 
GEN} was sull detained at home by "indisposition. 


Mr. ROBINSON stated that in sill indian (Mr. 


Kwaprp] was detained at his room on account of 
ickness. 

The vote having been announced, 

Mr - HOL MAN oie to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was non-concurred in; 

| » moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
Oo t b| . : 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TAX SALES. 


Mr hed fanaa 1 am directed by the Com- 
mitt f Ways and Means to report back, with 
a recommendation that it do pass, an act (S. No. 
458) to amend an act entitled **An act for the 
collection of direct taxes in insurrectionary dis- 
ricts within the United States and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved June 7, 1862 

The act substitutes a new section for the sev- 
enth section of the bill directing the mode in which 

les of propert y for taxes are to be conducted. 

The lil) was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 


iv the motion to reconsider on the table. 


‘The latter motion was agreed to. 
rox AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 


The SPEAKER stated the business in order to 
be the consideration of House bill No. 675, to raise 
additional soldiers for the service of the Govern- 

. r 
ment, on which the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
Vinson] was entitled to the floor. 
Mr. POTTER. I ask the gentleman to yield 
to me, that | may present a memorial from the 
Legislature of my State. 

Mr. WILSON. I yield for that purpose. 

Vir. POTTER thereupon presente .d a memorial 
to Congress from the Legislature of Wisconsin 
in reference to the enlargement of the Erie canal 
ind of the Fox and Wisconsin river improvement, 
to admit the passage of gunboats; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

NEW GRANADIAN MINISTER. 

Mr. S. C. FESSENDEN, by unanimous con- 
sent, offered the following resolutions; which were 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Foreign Affairs inquire 
into the propricty of the United States discontinuing its 
recognition of General Don Pedro Aleantare Herron as en 
voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Gra 
nadian Confederation near the Government of the United 
States, until such time as he is able to show that he is ac- 
credited by an actual Government in New Granada. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be di- 
rected fo inquire and report to this House what objections 
exist, if any, to the formation without delay of amicable 
relations between the United States and the United States 
of Colombia under the government of General Mosquera. 


POST OFFICE LAWS. 

Mr. CLARK, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Printing the following res- 
olution; which was read ,considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That five hundred copies of the revision of the 
post office laws, prepared by the Post Office Department, 
be printed for the use of the present House, and one bun- 
dred copies for the use of the Post Office Department. 


ARMY REGISTER. 

Mr. CLARK, by unanimous consent, also re- 
ported from the same committee the follow ing res- 
olution; which was read,considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That three thousand copies ofthe Army Regis- 
ter of 1853 be printed forthe use of the present House. 

EIGHTH CENSUS. | 

Mr. CLARK also, by unanimous consent, of- 
fered the following resolution; which was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That there be printed under the direction of | 
the Superintendent of the Census, and bound for the use 
of the present House of Representatives, twenty thousand 
copies of the several parts of the eighth census, as the same 
may be supplied to the Superintendent of Public Printing ; 
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Aslentic and Pacific States by electric t legraph, 
approved June 16, 1860; which was ordered t ch. 
printe d,and recommitted to the special committee, 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoxay, his Private Secretary, 
announced that he had approved and signed an act 
(H. R. No. 568) to provide for the printing of the 
annual re port of the banks of the United States; 

Anact (H.R. No. 487) for the relief of W illiam 
B. Snow oak and eee rs; and 

An act (H. R. No. 520) for the relief of the 
legal rep sresentatives of Seneca G. Simmons. 


NEGRO SOLDIERS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the business reey- 
larly in order was House bill No. 675, to raise 
additional soldiers for the service of the Govern- 
ment, on which the gentleman from Lowa [Mr, 
WiLson] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BURNHAM. Will the gentleman yield 
for a motion to postpone that bill? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Notatall. 1 object. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, we are rapidly 
approaching the end of the Thirty-Seventh Con- 
gress. But little time is leftin which to complete 
the vast amount of business nece ssary to carry 
on successfully the affairs of the ni ition. This bill] 
has occupied nearly one week of the time of the 
House : and I hope we are near the close of the 
discussion upon it. If we could be brought to an 
immediate vote upon the several ame ndme nts and 
the bill, 1 would cheerfully refrain from making 
any remarks at this time. But the many failures 
to agree upon a time to commence voting induce 
me to believe thata proposition to commence now 
and proceed without discussion or other interrup- 
tion to the end would not be successful. If, how- 
ever, | am in this mistaken, I will yield; for [ 
would rather save the time of the House than to 
consume it. 

That this bill is regarded as one of more than 
ordinary interest and importance, is abundantly 
evidenced by the earnestness with which it has 
been pressed by its friends and opposed by its 
enemies. No such strife has been produced by 
any other measure during this Congress. The 
discussion which the measure has provoked has 
covered a very wide field, and embraced a much 
greater variety of principles and subjects than one 
would’ conceive possible to spring from so simple 
a proposition. Some of these principles are of no 
ine onsiderable importance, while one introduced 
into the discussion by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Critrenpen] is of transcendent im- 
portance—one which no nation can surrender and 
live. I mean the principle of allegiance, the bond 
which binds the citizen to the Government and 


| the Government to the citizen, insuring protection 
| to the latter and obedience and support to the 


former. No nation can exist for a day in which 
the perfect development and enforcement of this 
principle is neglected; and this remark applies 
with more force to this nation than any other, per- 
haps, in existence. Composed, as this mbepublic 
is, of many States, each entitled to the allegiance 

of its citizens within the legitimate and constitu- 


tional sphere of State authority, the only bond of 


unity, that which gives a oneness of character to 
our people, is the superior allegiance which each 
and every citizen, resident of whatever State he 
may be, owes to the Government of the United 
States. This principle, with all its transcendent im- 
portance, has been denied application by the gen- 


| tleman from Kentucky to four million native- -born 


residents of this Republic; and the monstrous 


proposition advanced that this vast number of 


human beings, though residing within our terri- 


| torial limits, scattered through fifteen of the States 


alxo, one thousand copies thereof for the use of the Census || 


| Office. 


JOHN W. HILL. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill for the benefit of John W. Hill, 
of Kentucky; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, re- | 
ported back, from the special committee on the 
Pacific railroad, House bill No. 620, to amend | 
an act to facilitate communication between the | 


of the Union, owe no allegiance to this or any 
other Government. ; 

I speak of the effect of the gentleman’s propos!- 
tion without using the precise language. eee 
strous character of the proposition can only | 
fully understood when weare told,as we have en, 
that the only allegiance which this vast mul titude 
of men owe is due alone to some three hundred 
and fifty thousand slave owners. Sir, if this be 
true, then are the slave owners of this country the 
most highly privileged class in any civilized Gov- 
ernment on earth, We never can submit to such 
an intolerable assumption upon the part of those 
who claim to own this slave population. 
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But, sir, monstrous as the proposition is at 


statement, it is the only one which can chal- 


mei 
m i} i | t} . 
our right to pass (ais bil. All other con- 
r ris : . . 
<jderations sink into mere questions of expedi- 


vy. Ifthe slaveholder’s claim, rebel though he 
her and more sacred than that which the 
Government possesses, even in time of war, then 

ed is slavery securely intrenched in the Re- 

tie: and that is really the character of this ar- 
rowant assumption. Those who advance thisdoc- 
e make no distinction between loyal slavehold- 
nd rebel slaveholders; nor do I, in combatting 


the doctrine. For I insist that the claim of the 
Government upon the service of persons held to 
eervice or labor under the laws of the States, is, in 
time of war, superior to the claim of any person 
the unrequited toil of another. When the na- 

*s life is in peril it may call to its service every 
son capable of bearing arms, and not owing 
allegiance to some foreign Government, and, if 
necessary, resortto conscription to compe | obedi- 


; No slaveholder can stand between the na- 
tion and this right. 

the rights and interests of all; itis an azgregation 
of protective powers, with which no class has a 
The life of the Republic is of 
more value than the life of its most cherished citi- 
zens, aud infinitely more sacred than the system of 
lavery which has done, and is doing, so much to 
destroy it. 

Sir, the power which can enter every dwelling 
of the great free North, and summon from the 
hearth cirele the husband, father, son, to the 
camp and the battle-field, can call from the plan- 
tation cabin the husband who cannot own his 
wife, the father who cannot own his child, the son 
who dare notclaim the protection of¢his parents. 
Tr of the freeman, member of the proud 
Anglo-Saxon race, is quite as worthy of protection 
asthe life of the poor degraded African, or of the 
claim of his master to his toil. If this be not so, 
then do we discover that the proud Anglo-Saxon, 
afier all, is not worth as much as the value of a 
few years’ toil of a degraded African slave. To 
is does itcome. Let those accept it who will, 
butlet none such hereafter boast of the lofty grand- 
eur, the power, the superiority of the white- 
skinned Anglo-Saxon. Let those who will, meas- 
ure the high position of the white race by the 
value of the slave’s toil; but every true freeman 
will spurn the result. 

But, sir, there is another principle to which the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Critrenpen] 
alluded in the discussion of this bill, and which 
I think equally erroneous. He discusses this 
bill as though it involved a question of legislative 
power, and denied our right to pass this measure 
because it would interfere with the claim of slave- 
holders to their slaves. 

Now, sir, I deny that this bill presents the ques- 
tion of power for our consideration or determina- 
tion atall. It requires us to do nothing more than 
to exercise our discretion in the selection of the 
means for carrying into execution powers ex- 
pressly delegated by the Constitution to Congress. 

When the Constitution says ‘the Congress 
shall have power to’ ** raise and support armies, 
to provide and maintain a navy,” and enjoins the 
duty to suppress insurrection and repel invasion, 
it settles the whole question of power and leaves 
to us the choice of the means through which to 
execute the power, the only limitation being that 
the means selected shall be appropriate to the end. 
If we should strike out of this bill the provision 
forenlisting persons of African descent, and permit 
it to stand without any specification in respect to 
race or color, would not every man acknowledge 
the appropriateness of the measure as a means of 
giving life and vigor to the provisions of the Con- 
stitution which | have cited? Strike out cocor, 
say nothing about race, and every objection which 
has been urged against the bill falls to the ground. 


The Government represents 


right to interfere. 


e ite 





tt) 


What follows? Why, that the whole question is | 


resolved into one of expediency. 

ls itexpedient to employ black men in the naval 
and military service of the Government? The 
power isample, the means appropriate; whatshall 
be the color? This, as I have said, presents a 
mere question of expediency, and of this we are 
to judge, first, by such lights as the history of the 
country will furnish, and, secondly, by the cir- 
cumstances that now surround us. 

The history of the country furnishes much val- 
uable information touching the question of the 
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employment of colored men in the military and 
nay ils rvic rf t t ill i. The rel Chia ion of \ 
fe Ww fa Ln) 1 y not npr fit b] . 
as we may thereby learn the actio f Congress 
and the colonies, i opinions of some of our 
most cminent then u 1 luis q suion During 


the revoiitionary war many ot iy MOHICS thinrde 


provision for the enlistment of persons of African 
descent in th rmy. One of the most interestu 

cases of colonial action is th of Rhode Island, 
as it commits the **bather of his Country to th 


lie } e 
policy and expediency of ¢ 
in the military service. "That case had its origi 
in the following letter 


General Washington: 


nlisting such person 


from General Varnum to 








Camp, J tary 2, 17% 

Sir: The two battalions from the State of Rhode Island 
being small, and there being a ne y of the State’s fu 
nishing an additional number to make uptheir proportion 
in the coutinental army, the field otlicers lave ¢ seuted 
to ne the propriety Of making one temporary battalion from 
two; so thatone entire rps of officers ma tir to Rhode 
Island, in order to reevive und prepare the recruits for the 
field. It is imagined that a battalion of negroes can be 
easily raised there. Should that measure be adopted, or 
recruits obtained upon any other principle, the service will 
be advanced. The field officers who go upon this command 
are Colonel Greene, Lieutenant Colonel Olney, | Magor 
Ward ; seven captains, twelve lieu ts, SIX Cnsign=, one 


paymaster, one surgeon and mate, ¢ 
chaplain. 
I am your Excellency’ 


ajulant, and Oi 


= most obedient servant, 
J.M. VARNUM. 
His Excellency General WasninGron. 

Upon the rece ipt of that le tter, Gene ral Washi- 
ington was so strongly impressed with the counsel 
in respect to the enlistment of persons of color in 
Rhode Island, that he sent on the same day the 
following communication to the Assembly of that 
colony, inclosing the letter of General Varnum: 

HEADQUARTERS, Jannery 2, 15 


Sir: Inclosed you will receive a copy a letter mM 


I 
General Varnum to me, upon the means which might 


adopted for completing the Rhode [sland troops to their 
full proportion in the continentaiarmy. | hav thing to 
say, in addition to what | wrote on the 29th of last mouth, 
On this important subject, but to desire that you will giv 
the officers employed in this business all the assistance. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedientservant, 


GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
His Excellency Nicnotas Cooke, Esq., 
Governor of Rhode Island. 

On the reception of this communication from 
General Washington, the Assembly of Rhode Isl- 
and took almost immediate action, and the follow- 
ing preamble and resolution 
result: 


inform us of the 


‘¢ Whereas, for the preservation of the rights and liber 
ties of the United States, it is necessary that the whole 
powers of the Goverumentshould be exerted in recruiting 
the continental battalions; and whereas his Excelicucy 
General Washington hath inclosed to this State a proposal 
made to him by Brigadier General Varnum, to enlist into 
the two raising by this State such slaves as 
willing to enter into the service ; and whereas history at 
fords us frequent precede the wisest, the freest, and 
bravest nations having liberated their slaves and enlisted 
them as solders to fight in defense of their country; and 
also, whereas the enemy,with a great foree, have taken pos 
session of the capital and of a great part of this State, and 
this State is obliged to raise a very considerable number of 
troops for its own immediate defense, whereby it is ina 
mauner rendered impossible for this State to furnish re 
cruits for the said two battalions without adopting the said 
measure so recommended: 

** Tt is voted and resolved, That every able-bodied negro, 
mulatto, or Indian man slave, in this State, may enlist into 
either of said two battalions, to serve during the continu 
ance of the present war with Great Britain; that every 
slave so enlisting shall be entitled to and receive all the 
bounties, wages, and encouragements allowed by the Con 
tinental Congress to any soldier enlisting in their service 


should be 


ts ot 


Such, sir, was the action of Rhode Island, based 
on the recommendation of one of the generals in 
the service, indorsed by General Washington him- 
self. The country was struggling for its existence; 
men were needed, and Washington, Varnum, and 


the members of the Rhode Island Assembly, like 


practical men and patriots, resorted to the means 
nearest at hand, and called the colored men to the 
Standard ofthe country. The liberties of the coun- 
try were at stake, and patriots were not frightened 
at the color of aman’s skin. Ifhe codfd strikea 
blow for the nation, he was afforded an opportu- 
nity to make the blow tell. Are we wiser, purer, 
more patriotic than the men who guided our na- 
tional bark safely through its first stormy voyage, 
that we should refuse the aid of the same instru- 
mentalities to which they resorted? They were 
striving to create a nation; the African could help 
them, and they called him to their standard. We 
are trying to preserve a nation; the black man can 
help us; why shall we not avail ourselves of his 


| help? 
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Mr. Speaker, no one can doubt, who will take 
to inform himself, that General Wash- 
regarded the employment of color d treepa 
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expedientand right. By hi le stood Mr. Mad 
i ye t ng the same views, and believing, 
as Wa 1 did, that military service should 
confer freedom on thi ive who might render it. 
That such were Mr, Madison’s views we have 
most emphatic evidence in the following lettes 


written by him to Jos ph Jon s,on November 20, 
1730: 


* Yours of the 18th came yesterday I am glad to find 
the Legislature persist in their resolution to 1 uit their 
line of the army for the war; though, without decidin 
the expediency of the mode under 
would it not be as well to liberat 


ot the blacks 


ron 
their consideration, 
and make soldiers at one 
themselves, as lo make lich) itettumecnuts tor 
enlisting white soldiers? Tt would certainly be more con 
sonant with the principles of liberty, which ought never to 








be lost sight of in a contest forliberty ; and, with white off 
cers and a majority ot white soldiers, vo n@Mginable danger 
could b red from themselves, as there certainly could be 
none from the effeet of the example on those who should 
remain in bondage; experience having shown that a treed 
man imimediitely loses all attachment and sympathy with 
his toriner fellow slaves.’’—Madison Papers, p. 68. 


Are gentlemen on the other side of the House 
afraid to indorse the views of Mr. Madison? Are 
they prepared to denounce him as a fanatic, and 
as having been false to his country and untrue to 
The time was when they delighted to 
claim him as one of the brightest lights of their 
party; but I if he 
would receive his full share of the 
ciation which the 


his race? 
suppose were now living he 
bitter denun- 
have indulged in to- 
ward those who are now trying to carry out the 
poltey which he advocated. Siu , letus be content 
to go straight forward to our duty while Wash- 
ington and Madison point the way. 

he genth from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] in his 
remarks on last Friday, referred to another case 
of Colonel 


other sidk 


man 


of no little interest. I mean the cast 
The facts in this case furnish us with 
the views of Congress in 1779 in relation to the 
employment of colored troops. At that time the 
British had overrun the States of South Caroline 
Very many of the citizens of those 
States sympathized with the British crown; and 
many slaveholders then, as now, seeme d to regard 
the safety of their slave ** property’? as of more 
importance than the success of our struggle for 
These it difficult to 


troons wiilin those States sullicient to 


Laurens. 


and Georgia, 


independence things made 
raise Willlt 
meet the demands of the Government. Upon the 
facts being represented to Congress, that body 
passed a resolution, of which the following isa 
part: 

‘Resolved, Thatit be recommended to the States of South 
Carolina and Georgia, it they shall think the sane expe 
dient, to lake measures lninediately tor raising Uiree Lieu 


sand able-bodied negroes 


“ That the said negroes be formed into separate corps, as 
battalions, according to the arrangements adopted tor the 
main army, to be commanded by white commissioned aud 
non-commissioned officers.’’ 

In order to give effect to this action, Congress 
on the same day passed the following rreamble 
and resolution: 

‘¢ Whereas, John Laurens, E<q., who has heretofore acted 
as aid-de-camp to the cominander-in chief, is desirous of 
repairing to South Carolina, with a design to assist in the 
defense of the southern States: 

* Resolved, That a commission of lieutenant colonel be 
granted to the said John Laurens, Esq.” 

In pursuance of this action of Congress, a com- 
| mission was issued to Colonel Laurens, and he 
| entered upon his mission with great zeal. He 

labored faithfully with the authorities of South 
Carolina, and urged upon them the pressing ne- 
cessity of carrying out the purpose of Congress. 
His efforts failed to accomplish any good result. 
He advised Washington of his inability to do any- 
thing in South Carolina, but expressed his de- 
termination to proceed te Georgia and see whether 
there was not patriotism enough m that State to 
| enable him to effect some more favorable result 
in regard to his important mission. His efforts 
all proved fruitless. Why was this so? Why 
did not those States respond to the wishes of Con- 
cress and to the known desires of a large propor- 
tion of the true patriots within their own limits? 
The gentleman from Ohio {[Mr. Cox] undertook 
to answer these questions, and I quote his lan- 
cuage, as follows: 

<¢ What became of this project? The historian tells ts 
that it encountered at once that strong, deep-seated feeling 


nurtured from earliest infancy among that people, which 
was ready to decide, with instinctive promptniess, against 


‘| ‘a measure of so threatening an aspect, and so offensive to 
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that republican pride which disdains to commit the defense 


of the cot 
which th 


ntry to servile bands, or share with a color to 
idea of inferiority is inseparably connected, the 
profession of and that approximation ot condition 
which must exist between the regular soldier and the mi 
litia man.’ ’ 

At this point in 

m to yicid to me 
true c 


Iris, 


the gentleman’s speech [asked 
for amomeut that I might vive 
of the failure of Colonel Lau- 
‘The gentleman declined to yield, 
and it was wise in him todo so; for the facts 
which I proposed to furnish in explanation of 
that failure would have spoiled his whole speech. 
I presume the gentleman knew this, for he seems 
to have read the history of this case, and doubt- 
less knew that the truth in regard to it might look 
like a reflection on the motives, sentiments, and 
actions of himself and his political associates. I 
now read what I proposed to read then, It isa 
letter from G@heral Washington to Colonel Lau- 
rens, in 1782, and fully explains the causes which 
prevented the enlistment of black troops in South 
Caroliim and Georgia. 

In this letter General Washington says: 

* T must confess that Il am notat all surprised at the failure 
of your plan. That spirit of freedom, which, at the com 
mencement of this contest, would have gladly sacrificed 
everything to the attainment of its object, has long since 
subsided, and every selfish passion has taken itsplace. It 
is not the public but private interest which influences the 
generality of mankind, nor can the Americans any longer 
boust an exception. Under these circumstances, it would 
rather have been surprising if you had succeeded ; nor will 
you, I fear, have better success in Georgia.”’ 


hina the 


Aust 


rens 8 mission, 


Here we have the true causes of the failure: 
‘selfish passion’’ had driven the ‘* spirit of free- 
dom’’ from the minds of the people of the two 
States mentioned. * Private interest”’ had assert- 
ed superiority over the public weal. Patriotism, 
which had burned like a consuming fire at the 
commencement of the contest, was conquered by 
selfish passion, prejudice, and private interest. 
There were **peace men’’ in those days. We have 
them in these days of our nation’s greatest peril, 
and | have not yet been able to discover the dif- 
ference between the two classes; and | will here 
assert my firm conviction, that if gentlemen on the 
other side of this House had bestowed one half the 
labor to arouse and keep alive the consuming pa- 
triotism which swept over this land immediately 
after the capture of Fort Sumter, that they have 
to excite prejudice, inflame selfish passion, and 
obstruct the administration of the Government, 
this war would now be among the things of the 
past; peace would prevail in the land, and the 
Constitution and laws reign supreme through all 
the length and breadth of the Union. 

But, sir, instead of pursuing that course, they 
have been seeking to inflame the passions of 
the people by appealing to personal interests and 
partisan prejudices, and they intend to continue 
this until they bring about the very thing they 
say the passage of this bill will produce—that is, 
adivided North. I hope they may fail; I believe 
they will; for the people are beginning to under- 
stand them, and that isall that is wanted to defeat 
their purpose. 

Now, sir, in reference to this policy, I have 
cited the opinions of some of the most eminent 
men in our history, aud | have cited the acts of 
Congress and of the Legislative Assembly of 
Rhode Island. I might present the acts of other 
States where the.employment of men of African 
descent in the army was considered expedient. 
But the cases cited are sufficient to show that 
during the struggle for our independence the em- 
ployment of colored men as soldiers was regarded 
of great importance. Every man who has read 
the history of his country knows that we have 
many practical examples of the employment of 
these men in the service of the country, not only 
in the revolutionary war, but also during the 
war of 1812 between this country and Great 
Britain; and I have yet to learn that the nation 





regrets the performance of any act by the black | 


man which advanced its interest; and | have yet 
to learn that the truly loyal people of the country 
will object now to the performance of any act by 
any man, white or black, which will tend to the 
restoration of the Union, the maintenance of the 
Constitution, and the enforcement of the laws. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to do the reputation of General Jackson an 
act of justice? 

Mr. WILSON. I have sought the floor, time 
and again, from gentlemen upon that side of the 
House, without avail, and I must now decline to 


| of war among civilized nations. 
by this bill, to say to all who are willing to fight 


| rights in which our country is engaged. 


| this Government? 


| justice, 
| said: 
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be interrupted. I am doing 
General Jackson no injustice. 

Now, sir, this shows what the policy of the 
Government was informer times. We have strug- 
gied along through nearly two years of this bloody 
war without adopting any measure to carry into 
effective fowee the principles embodied in the bill 
before the House. Sir, we propose, by this bill, 
to change that policy and to act like sensible men, 
determined to maintain this Government at what- 


the reputation of 


| ever cost, and willing to resort to any means tend - 


ing to that end which are recognized by the laws 


We propose, 


for the Union and the Constitution, in the lan- 
guage of General Jackson in his celebrated proc- 
lamation: 

“Through a mistaken policy you have heretofore been 
deprived of any participation in this struggle for national 


This no lonyer 
shall exist.’’ 


Such, in effect, is the language which this bill | 


proposes to authorize the President to address to 
the colored men of this nation who aré willing to 
fight for the maintenance of | e Constitution and 
the enforcement of our laws. «Vhat Jackson said 
to them in 1814, we need not blush to repeat in 
1863. We are addressing the same proclamation 


to the same race, and, in many instances, to the 


descendants of the very men to whom Jackson 
spoke, and we propose nothing more. 

Why shall we not adopt this policy? Why 
shall we not call to our standard every man who 
may be willing to fight for the maintenance of 
We have had several reasons 
given why we should not do so, and the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] in his speech the other 
day, gave one which Is a remarkable one tocome 
from that source. I will quote the gentleman’s 
own language, in order that I may do him no in- 
Speaking in opposition to this bill, he 


“Tsay that I believe the object of gentlemen in forcing 
this bill here, is to bring about, or rather make final and 
forever, a dissolution of the Union.’ 

When that declaration was made by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, I thought it would have been 
in better taste for him to have abstained from that 


| charge unul after his New York speech got cold. 


It is not becoming any gentleman, entertaining 


| the sentiments attributed to him by the newspa- 


per reports of that speech, to come here and ob- 
ject that the passage of this bill will possibly lead 
to a dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman quotes something 
from the newspaper reports of a speech of mine 
in New York. 


Mr. WILSON. No, sir; what I quoted was 


| from the Globe of last Saturday. 


Mr. COX. To what gentleman from Ohio, then, 
does the gentleman from Iowa refer? . 

Mr. WILSON. In connection with what I 
quoted from the Globe, I referred to a speech made 


in New York by the gentleman himself. 
I will say to the gentleman from | 
lowa that the reports given of that speech in cer- | 
| tain slanderous journals, like the Tribune, are not | 


Mr. COX. 


true, and the gentleman ought to know it is not 
fair to quote in this House from any such garbled 


, authority as that. I can give the gentleman a copy 
| of my speech in New York entire; in which I take 
| ground against any mutilation or dismemberment | 
| of this Republic in any way. 


Mr. WILSON. The gentleman has had an oe 


ortunity to disclaim the sentiments of that speech 

have not based my charge upon what was re- 
ported in New York. 

Mr. COX. I do not disclaim any part of that 


speech. 


Mr. WILSON. So much the worse for the | 


gentleman. 

Mr. COX. I never said in that speech what the 
gentlemanghas charged. 

Mr. WILSON. | say I do not base my charge 
upon what was reported in the New York Tri- 
bune. It was based upon what was contained in 
the New York World, a paper which advocates 
the views and interests of the gentleman’s party. 

Mr. COX. Ifthe gentleman will permit me 

Mr. WILSON. 
opportunity to explain, and my time has nearly 
expired. 

ir. COX. The gentleman should not make 
such charges, and then refuse to yield for expla- 
nation. 





E 





I have given the gentleman an | 








February 


2, 

Mr.WILSON. Thegentleman has explained 
and I say his speech is calculated to bring about. 
and its legitimate result will be to bring about, a 
feeling of hostility between a portion of the people 
of the West and the people of New England. The 
gentleman in that speech, unless I very much mis- 
read it, intimated in very strong terms that New 
England must give up her puritanism or be * left 
out in the cold;”’ that is, excluded from the Union. 
That speech is well devised to bring about the 
very thing which, it is complained, will result 


| from the passage of this bill; a result which no 
| friend of this bill believes possible to spring from 


its passage or enforcement; we mean that it shall 
help save the Union. 

In this connection I desire to say that just such 
utterances as are found in that speech, now being 
repeated by the friends of the gentleman through- 
out the northern States, sound very much like 
echoes of the notes which are proclaimed by the 
rebel papers at Richmond. I have an extract 


| from the Richmond Examiner which contains this 
| sentiment: 


* It is obvious that in the States just mentioned [Minois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,and New York] 
the Lincoln Government is viewed by a large majority as 
a vile tyranny, and they may soon come to think its de- 
struction is demanded to be their highest interest. Those 


|} States willbe blind to every motive of profit and advantage 


if they do not adopt this policy. This is their only mode 
to escape the burden of a gigantic debt fastened on their 
shoulders by New England tanaticism and cupidity ; and as 
New England has reaped the profits of the war, they may 


| conclude to turn over to her the burden of payment.” 


The sentiment contained in that paragraph is 


| in exact harmony with sentiments embodied in 


hundreds and thousands of appeals now being 
made to the people of the North by the gentleman 
and his friends. I hold in my hand a resolution 
passed by a meeting of the gentleman’s political 
friends in my own State, in which they give in- 
dorsement to the sentiment contained in the Rich- 
mond Examiner. And I state that the organiza- 
tion to which the gentlemen on the other side have 
attached themselves is busy, not only in my State, 
but in Illinois, Indiana, and in all the western 
States, ina determined organized effort to produce 


| a feeling of hostility towards New England, and 
| it is time for the people throughout the country to 
| understand this thing. 


1 do not know but gentlemen expect to save the 
Union in this way; but Ido know that, whatever 
their expectations may be, they are pursuing the 
only sure policy of bringing about a dissolution. 
Some, I have no doubt, desire it. The resolution 
to which I refer as having been passed by the 
friends of the gentleman—and one of those friends 
was a defeated candidate of that party for Con- 
gress in the State of lowa—reads as follows: 

**§, That when we survey our present unhappy difficulties 


as a country, as well as their origin and surroundings, the 
responsibilities of their authors, and their consequences to 


| future generations, the solemn and imposing proportions of 


the subject inspire us with contempt for everything of a 
deceitful or time-serving character, and impel us to speak 
frankly and make this solemn declaration: that, had it not 
been for the fanaticism and peculation of New England, 
our generation would not have witnessed the ghastly specter 
of disunion ; and were it not for the same causes still pat- 
ent for evil, those difficuities could readily be adjusted; 
therefore, we have exhausted every reasonable effort for the 
restoration of the Union as itwas. Should New England 
stand in the breach, we, as western men, will consult west 
ern pride, which alike forbids that the great Mississippi 


| valley should ever be divided, and thereby rendered tribu 


tary to a ruinous system of Yankee intolerance, cupidity, 
and clan legislation. No, the great Mississippi valley, ‘now 
and forever, one and inseparable.” Then will we cheer- 
fully say to New England, with all her cupidity, with all 
her meanness, fanaticism, follies, and moral turpitude, we 
bid you good-by, remembering you only for the wrongs 
you have done.”’ 

This resolution was passed, as I stated, bya con- 

: = 

vention of so-called Democrats of my own State. 
It would be good treason for the latitude of Rich- 
mond. All through the States in the West you 
may find this same thing going on. In almost 
every township the same kind of sentiment 1s 
being promulgated, and unceasing, determined 
efforts are making to excite the people against 
New England and the Government. Every man 


| engaged in this treasonable work belongs to the 


political organization represented by the other side 
of this House. 

But, again, sir, it is said by the opponents of 
this bill that the employment of negro soldiers 
will degrade us. I would like to ask the gentle- 


men who make this argument if itis more degrad- 
ing and disgraceful for this Government to receive 
into its naval and military service colored men, 








1863. 


and pay them for their se rvices, than it is for slave- 
holding gentlemen to live upon the unrequited toil 


ee —$ $$ 


of the same class of persons? If you need the 
a vices of the black man, there is more honor in 
employing him and paying him what his labor is 
worth than there Is in appropriating his services 
without pay; and if there is any degradation in- 
volved in the employment of Africans, then three 
hundred and fifty thousand of the citizens of the 
United States are a most deeply degraded people. 
Sir, there Is no occasion for fearing this degrada- 
tion. When gentlemen speak of the superiority 
of the Anglo-Saxon race, and of its ability to take 
care of itself, they must remember that that race, 
of which they speak so proudly and to which 
they are so proud to belong, is now divided against 
itself; and that, when they claim this superiority, 
they are claiming it for both parties to this con- 
test. We, like sensible men, should follow the 
example set us in history, and the practical ex- 
ample set us by the rebels, and make use of all 
the means that will aid us in crushing this rebel- 
lion in the shortest possible time. If black men 
can help us, let them do it. We want the Repub- 
lic saved. Let us be not too fastidious about the 
means. The nation may die while we discuss. 
Let us not fear degradation will result to us if we 


| pose to exercise those 
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If our legislation is to be controlled by such con- 
siderations, how far are we removed from a mili- 
tary despotism? To Congress is delegated the 
legislative powers of the Government. We pro- 
powers, but are told that 
we must not, because the Army is opposed to 
our proposed action. If we yield to this objec- 


|| tion, shall we not in effect turn over the legislative 


power of the Government tothe Army? Gentle- 


| men on the other side, by raising such an objec- 


tion, show their w illingness to submittoa military 
despotism, provided it will enforce their views, 
advance their interests, and keep men in slavery. 
I do not believe the Army will revolt; nor do I 


| believe thatit is our business to inquire into the 


particular sentiments of any man or set of men, 


when we are called upon to exercise our high 


i constitutional functions in passing laws for the 


use the same means which the fathers of the Re- | 


public used. 

But, sir, it is said that this measure will demor- 
alize the Army. I want to know whether the 
army at New Orleans is demoralized now? Black 
men are used there. I want to know whether 
General Jackson’s army in 1814 was demoral- 
ized? He used colored soldiers. I wantto know 


whether the army of the Revolution was demor- | 


alized? Persons of African descent were used 
then. If not, what danger are we to apprehend 
from the passage of this bill? We propose to do 
over again just what has been done heretofore, 
and what is now being done to a limited extent 
inour Army and Navy, and which would have 
been done to a greater extentif the law had been 


sufficient to that end. We arealready employing | 


negroes, and I hope that we shall carry on the | 


system of resorting to their aid until, by our own 
power and theirs, we shall save the nation, not 
with New England left out, but with every foot 
of territory belonging to it at the commencement 
ofthe war. But,sir, what right have gentlemen 
upon the other side of the House to come nere 
and slander our soldiers? They tell us that our 
Army will be demoralized, that they will throw 
down their arms, desert our standard, and let the 
country go to ruin, rather than have a tew inde- 
pendent negro regiments employed in the service 
of the United States. This is a base slander on 
the brave men in the Army. No slander more 
vile against a class of brave and patriotic men 
ever fell from the lips of man. Sir, do the men 
who make these statements know under what ob- 


ligation the soldiers they defame are resting? If 


they do not, let me give them the information. 
Every soldier who has entered our Army has first 
taken upon himself the following oath: 


rovernment ofthe nation. But there is no danger; 
the Army is patriotic; their hearts are in the work; 
and I believe that we shall have peace as the re- 
sult of the efforts they are making. The Army 
will attend to its duty if we attend to ours. They 
know what their duty is, and they have patriot- 
ism sufficient to carry them to the end of their 
glorious work. 

But, sir, to put the case in relation tothe Armyas 
strong as possible, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Cox] made the following statement, which 1 sup- 
pose he intended as a compliment to the Irish- 
meninthe Army. He said: ‘*Why, Mr. Speaker, 
perhaps one third of your present Army is made 


| up of Irishmen.’”’ Well, [think that statement is 


pretty strong. To say thatin an army of nine 
hundred thousand men three hundred thousand 
of them are [rishmen, is certainly giving the com- 
pliment handsome proportions. But he says 
further: 

‘We know that a great part of the spirit of our Army 
comes from the Celtic stock. Look at your Massachusetts 
regiments. [think that you willfind in those regiments a 
majority of Irishmen. 1 tell you, sir, these Irishmen will 
not fight side by side with the negro. You might as well 
be warned of these things in time.’ 

What does the gentleman mean? Does he make 
that declaration merely for the sound or for the 


| substance? What does he mean when he tells us 


that if we exercise our legitimate powers in the 


| passage of a bill of this kind the Irishmen of the 


| business to make it. 
thorized to make it. 


*T do solemnly swear that [ will bear true allegiance to | 


the United States of America, and that I will serve them 
honestly and faithfully against all their enemies or opposers 
whatsvever, and obey the orders of the President of the 
United States, and the orders of the officers appointed over 
me, according to the rules and articles for the government 
of the armies of the United States.” 


Every man who is to-day standing under the flag 


of the nation has taken upon himself the obliga- | 


tions of that oath. I want to know whether gen- 
tlemen upon the other side are prepared to stand 
by the declarations they have made that these men, 


disregarding that oath, disregarding their obliga- | 


tions to their country, disregarding the honor and 
pride of the soldier, will turn their backs upon 
the flag, leave the field, and let armed rebellion 
destroy this Republic? However much gentle- 
men may hope for such results, I do not believe 


they will ever realize them. I believe our soldiers || sustained the Administration by large majorities. 


went into the Army for the purpose of saving this | 


nation. I believe that they will discharge their 


all the attempts, South and North, to prevent it. 
But let me call attention to another fact in con- 


nection with this objection to the bill. Many gen- | 


tlemen upon the other side of the Chamber have 
said that we are tending toward a military des- 
potism. Letus look at that proposition for a mo- 
ment. What do these gentlemen mean when they 
tell us that the Army is opposed to this measure? 


| 


Army will abandon their standard? If he was 
not authorized to make the statement, he had no 
I do not believe he was au- 
If he had no such author- 
ity, for what purpose was it made unless it was 
to produce the very state of things in the Army 
which the gentleman tells us will be produced? 
Was his object to send forth from the Halls of 
Congress an appeal to the Irishmen in the Army 
to desert their standards and turn rebels to the 


| cause of their adopted country? If the gentleman 


was notauthorized to make the statement it must 


| have been made for some purpose, and I know of 


| save the one | have suggested. 


| Administration. 


| tration. 


no purpose for which it could have been made 
And that is the 
kind of feast to which he invites the Irish soldiers; 
suggests desertion, and calls it a compliment. 
Another reason given by the gentleman from 


Ohio why we should not pass this bill, is em- 
I ’ 


| braced in the following extract from his speech: 


‘““Gentiemen forget that the people exist,and have spoken. 


| This legislation is in total disregard and contempt of their 


voice. They have spoken for the Democracy.’’ 

Now, I have heard a great deal of that kind of 
stuff in this Hall during the present session of 
Congress. I deny the statement. The people have 
not spoken for the Democracy and repudiated the 
Why, sir, what was the result 
of the elections in the nine western and north- 
western States? At the elections last fall six out 
of the nine sustained and voted for the Adminis- 
My own State gave a larger majority 


| than she ever gave before. Michigan, Wiscon- 


sin, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri, and Kansas all 


Three States voted for the gentleman and his 


|| friends, and it was only because there were so 
duty, and that the nation will be saved in spite of || 


many good, true, and loyal men absent in the 
Army. I have not included in this statement 
the two extreme western States of California and 
Oregon. Both of those States cast majorities in 
favor of the policy of the Administration. I as- 
sert that the aggregate majority, at the elections 
held in 1862, throughout the loyal States, was 
largely with the Administration. I am informed 
that it was over sixty thousand. And yet gen- 


expect us to act. 


683 


> 
tlemen tell us that the people have spoken for the 
Democracy and repudiated the Administration, 
and are now in opposition tothe Government. The 
Statement is untrue, 
Sir, t 


- —— 


here is nothing inall these objections which 
The his- 
tory of the country, and the circumstances sur- 
rounding us, attest the expediency of the meas- 
ure. Let us do our duty like men, looking only 
to the good of our common country. The people 
They want this rebellion put 
down, and they will not quarrel with us about 
the means. We must supply the legislation ne- 
cessary to accomplish the salvation of the Repub- 
lic. ‘The people expect us to do so, and they will 
sustain us in the fearless discharge of our duty. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, obtained the floor. 

Mr. COX, 
words? 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, | do not intend to 
enter into any lengthened reply to the gentleman 
from Iowa, [Mr. Witson.] That gentleman has 
hitherto on this floor maintained the character of 
a fair and cogent debater. But he went to-day 
a little out of the path of congressional debate to 
speak ofa speech of mine re ported in some of the 
northern papers, and he yielded to me, Lam glad 
to acknowledge, for the purpose of making a cor- 
rection of the inferences which he drew. As that 
speech has been misinterpreted by other gentle- 
men and by newspapers, desire just now to read 
a paragraph from it, to show to the gentleman and 
to this House the position which I take, not only 
at New York, but in this House and in Ohio, and 
everywhere else; and that is, that the Democratic 
party will never consent, under any set of circum- 
stances, to the mutilation or dismemberment of 
this Republic. That is their gospel. And because 


should deter us from passing this bill. 


Will my colleague allow me a few 


g 
a gentleman happens to give warning to this aboli- 
tionism in New England that there is a growing 
alienation in the Northwest, and with the avowed 
purpose to have that alienation corrected by proper 
and necessary legislation, he, forsooth, 1s to be 
tabooed as a man favoring the dissolution of the 
Union! On the same principle a man who should 
give warning of a murder is to be accounted the 
murderer. Every sentimentthatl have ever uttered 
here orany where has been dictated by the most dis- 
interested nationality—nothing more and nothing 
else. [now ask the Clerk to read an extractfrom 
my speech at New York, forthe purpose of placing 
my position properly before the House, after the 
remarks of the gentleman from lowa. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

‘As a western man, representing the capital of the lead 
ing State of the Northwest during these past six years, | 
have not been unobservant of the signs in that quarter. I 
lave persistently opposed all schemes of secession and di 
vision. I yetoppose them. But Lam far behind the im 
pulse and sentiment of the West. The erection of the 
States watered by the Mississippi and its tributaries into 
an independent republic, standing on its own resources, 
mineral and agricultural, with a soil so fat that if you 
‘tickle it with a hoe, it will laugh with a harvest,’ 
{[cheers;}] a connection with which would be sought by 
the South and the East, yet choosing for itself its cheapest 
and best outlet to the sea; banded together by river and 
homogeneity of interest, is becoming something more than 
adream. It is the talk of every other western man. All 
fall into it, with a facility which is shocking to the olden 
sense ofnationality. I speak ofthese schemes only to dis 
approve andto warn. Just as in 1861, in my seat in Con- 
gress, I warned of similar southern schemes, but in vain. 
All warning fell on sodden hearts. In vain the lamented 
Douglas urged; in vain the noble Crittenden plead. 
[Cheers for Crittenden.] New England fanaticism made 
compromise impossible. Let us now be warned in time. 


| As patriotic men, loving our whole country, we must 


understand the sources of this new discontent.”’ 


= - * . * * 


“T entreat the Democratic young men of New York not 
to countenance any of these schemes of dismemberment, 
which we of the West will strive to repress ; but never 
cease, day nor night, to warn the people of the new rocks 
and fresh breakers which threaten. He who is most faith 
ful in pointing them out in time, though he may be reviled, 
gives the best proof of single-hearted loyalty, and will be 
approved by his conscience and his God. Denying all 
sympathy with any scheme which would in any way mu 
tilate the Republic, { boldly declare to you these new and 
growing dangers. Jefferson Davis is aware of these things, 
and counts largely upon the weakness, incertitude, and 
division engendered by the fatal errors of this Administra 
tion. Already the Democratic organ of Cincinnati, and 
the Republican organ at Chicago, are issuing their warn 
ings in season.”’ 


Mr. ARNOLD. I desire to ask the gentleman 
a question. 

Mr. COX, [hold the floor myself by the court- 
esy of my colleague. 


Mr. ARNOLD. I only wish to ask a question. 
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M COX I yield to the entiemal 

M ARNOLD. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio, whether the hemes which he re pro- 
bated hi neech in New York are not erer- 
{ } eX j velyamon iis OWillp ylitie al friend yy 
a 1 Il by others, 

Mi { OX Mi Pre er, |donot know whet! r 

te lentirely to oneclass of the yinle 
or not; but the organ of the ventleman himself in 
¢ ro,not four weeks ago, gave precisely the 
me warning which I gave at New Y wk city. 
J refer to the Chicago Tribune, which was sent 
to every member of this House. In my speech 
in New York, I but copt d, word for word, t 
warning of the organ of the centleman’s party. 
Why should we not heed th facts, sir? W1 
not heed them for a wise and proper purpos 
W | y not he i them for the pu ie f throwing 
out of this House tl ecies of bilis in favor of 
cl ! 

Now, on word about a matt suggested by 
th ntileman from lowa. I did not hear all his 
f Lin. rd to the use of soldiers in the 
Revolution; but I venture the assertion that there 
is no proot that e can bring from history whi h 
will disturb the facets which I prove di hit re the d Ly 
before yesterday. I then proved, beyo id 
qui ion, that uch men as Fy inklin, General Sul- 

in, and General Washington issued oj 
order against the use of these negroes inour Army 
1 said that there were certain exceptional cases, 
but that asa general system they were discarded 
from the Army as being daneerous, degrading, 
and in every way unfit to champion the cause of 
colonial independence. ‘The only reason ever 
urged for the it use in the ! volution iryarmy was 
that the British themselves, under t proclama- 
tions of Dunmore and Sir He nry Clinton, might 


coax or take slaves from their masters, with a 
W herever their 


yymenLin our Army was urged, it was ureed 


view to Inaucurate a servile war. 


on the ground that they should not be used for 
the purpose of domestic insurrection; that, if ever 
used i, they should be used with their mas- 
ters for their own country, by the side of then 
masters for their ewn Government, and never i 

antagonism to tie masters, and never in such a 
way as to bri * about thre horri le sce nes of San 
Domingo insurrection. But even for that pur- 
pose, Mr. Speaker, the great men of the Revolu- 
tion, the practical men like Franklin, and patriotic 
men like Washington, refused to countenaner 
their use as a general system of colonial policy. 


Mr. Speaker, the genteman from Iowa can get 
no consolation from his historical researches in 
favor of this infamous bill. This bill, if it means 
anything at all, means that the border States, tn 
which we live, are to have civil war thrust upon 
them lt will not be confined to ‘Tennessee. It 
will no€be limited to Virginia. 
Kentucky. 


It will come into 
It will go into Indiana, and into Ohio. 
And that is the reason why, for eighteen hours 
tle other night, the border State men of the West 
voted by the side of these Kentucky and Mary- 
land gentlemen to prevent this infamous outrage 
ou their own section and their own border. We 
were determine d, in so far as parliamentary law 
could prevent it, never to allow this suicidal and 
seditious bill to pass this Chamber. I trust in God, 
sir, that there is not such an infatuation on the 
other side of the House as to lead them to pursue 
a measure so fraught with injury to the country, 
so fraught with distrust in the Army , so fraught 
with accumulated dangers to the union of this 
country. 

‘The gentleman from Lowa said that I gave some 
bad note of warning to the Irishmen. I simply 
stated a fact. We all know the peculiar preju- 
dices of the Celtic blood against the African, or 
the Congo negro of this country. This prejudice 
is a fact, and you cannot ignore it. Gentlemen 
complain if we tell the truth here. They infer 
that we bave some bad motive. What I said 
about the Irishman is a simple fact, from which 
to draw your own inference. I gave it to you as 
a warnMg; not because I wish our Army broken 
up; not because | would ever urge one lrishman 


to lay down his musket or sheath his sword; but | 


because | know that the effect of this bill will be 
to sow distrust and to create such a sense of deg- 
radation in the Army as to impair its efficiency, if 
not disintegrate it entirely. Therefore, sir, we 
have fourht this bill earnestly from the beginning. 
i thank my colleague for his kindness. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, - 


Mr. A LLEN, of O 10, neXt proceec ded to speak 

In Opposition to the bill underconsideration. {His 
omarks will published in the Appendix. | 

. WHI T Dy , of Ohio, followed in o yposition 


othe bill. (His remarks willbe published in the 


Ay dix. 

Mr. NOK TOR, Mr. Speaker, it had been my 
purpose to content myself by voting against this 
bill in any phase it might be presented, without 


8S ying any thir rin regard to its monstrositt 8. I 
have listened attentively to the arguments which 
have been offered by its advocates in suppo rt of 
it, and am free to say that there has been more 
feeling and hate display ed than sound reason or 
patriotism. This has displayed itself from the 
very time of its introduction up to the present 
ho ir. 

Althouch the bill proposes to raise one hundred 
and fifty thousand negro soldiers for the period 
of five years, inaugurating a new, dangerous, and 
diabolical pol y, in utter disré rard of the rights, 
, and quiet of the States 
of Maryland, Missouri, and Kentucky, relight- 


ing the flames of civil discord and strife in those 


' 


interests, domestic peace 


States with redoubled and renewed fierceness, yet 
when bi 


I 


sughtup on last Wednesday, it was pro- 


po ed to rush the bill through without debate ul- 


der the spur of the previ 
members on this side of the House had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the substitute and amendment 
offered to it by the gentleman from Pe nnsylv: ania 
in print, re were thus asked to sit quietly by and 
let the bill pass sub silentio; and yet, when the 
minority here saw fit to avail themselves of every 
means allowed them under the rules of the House 
to defeat or prevent the 


us quesuon, before the 


passage of the bill with- 
discussion of it on its 
merits, and were driven to the necessity of bring- 


out a fall, fair, and free 


ing to bear our physical endurance in a session 
of eighteen hours to ace ym plish the ol rje ct, gen- 
tlemen on the other side, who brought al bout this 
state of thins es, have seen fit to denounce the pro- 
ceeding as disvraceful after they themselves had 
prod iced or | roantt about the necessity for it 

The gentleman from Illinois, in his character- 
istic style, read a lesson intend: d for this side of 
the House, upon the subject, and the gentleman 
from New York, who assumes to be a sort of gen- 
eral lecturer, di ), in his patronizing way, under- 
took to review the proceedings of last Wednesday, 
and to eall down shame upon the heads of all 

neerned. Now, 1] can say to that gentleman, 
speaking for mys 
the minority on the it occasion, that they were im- 
pelled to this course by a sense of self-re spect and 
an earnest desire to accomplish good for the coun- 
try. Throughout this w hole Congre ss, measures 
of the most vital importance to the whole country 
have been introduced here, and sometimes with- 
out being printed, have been hurried through under 
the whip and spur of the previous question. Or- 
dinarily a resort to the methods employed by the 
minority here on Wednesday last, to stop the 
wheels of legislation, is not to be justified ; but, 
when a measure of this importance, filled, in my 
judgment, with more mischief than any measure 
heretofore introduced, bearing upon its bosom 
destruction, carnage, and death to every border 
slaveholding State, we would have been recreant 
to ourselves, our constituents,and country, had 
we allowed the rod of legislative despotism to have 
been held over our heads without resorting to 
every legitimate means known in parliamentary 
proceedings in resisting it. The very fact of such 
resistance being used, affords a demonstration of 
the important interests involved in the measure. 
Since that proceeding was inaugurated and the at- 
tention of the House and country has been called 
to the monstrosities in the original bill, the father 
of the measure has become alarmed at itand struck 


| out that feature of it which seems to have been 
aimed at the vitals of Kentucky, Maryland, and 


Missouri. It authorized recruiting offices to be 


| opened in all those States, and authorized the re- 


cruiting officer to receive as recruits the slaves of 


| loyal men, under a mere promise of future pay- 


ment. The slave thus received was to be free and | 
| his family also. 
tended to supply any omission in the emancipa- | 


This, in my judgment was in- 


| tion proclamation of the President; and as Ken- 


|| tucky, Missouri, Maryland, and Tennessee were 


not included in that unwarranted proclamation, 
andasit isa favorite dogma of gentlemen upon the | 


| other side that “freedom should be proclaimed || 


If, and, L believe, a majority of 


_F ebr uary 2, 


throughoutthe =e all the people say amen,” 
it became necessary to trump up some project to 
accomplish the purpose, and this infamous meas- 
ure Wi is the projec t devised. 

The President’s procli umation is called a milj- 
tary proc oclame ation of freedom. This was intended 
and de signed to bea legislative proc ramation of 
freedom to operate in those districts of country 
exempted from the operation of the President’s 
ia lamation Sir, while this bill, if passed, wil] 

‘complish its object—its object, in my judgment, 
being to free the slaves of the loyal slave State 8, 
and not to add to the effective force of the Army— 
the proclamation of the President will have but 
little effect in accomplishing its object. While the 
executive proclamation will not very soon ac- 
ct ye sh its purpose, this legislative proclamation 
of freedom will be carried into immediate e ffe et 
- the border slave States. In this view of the 

sase I felt called upon and fully just ified in my own 
conscience, iv acting with this side of the sat 
in our earnest remonstrance of last Wednesday 
to the tyranny of the majority, and would to-d: Ly 
feel justified in pursuing any line of policy au- 
thorized by the rules of this House to defeat a 
measure filled with wrong and an utter disregard 
of the rights, under the Constitution, of the peo- 
ple I represent here. 

Where are these negroes to be obtained? The 
billas presented looked to their procurement from 
Kentucky, Missouri, and Maryland; and unless 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky prevails, they will still be procured 
from those States. If gentlemen are in earnest 

vhen they say the Army must be increased to 
one hundred and fifty thousand more men, and 
they do not seek by this movement to inaugurate 
servile insurrection, let them appeal to the white 
race, and if they fail to answer, then there is an 
end of it. Ifservile insurrection is to be the order 
now and henceforth, and desolation and devas- 
tation to sweep over this southern country, the 
Christianity, civilization, and humanity of the age 
will revolt at it, and bring down upon its origina- 
tors the scourge of scorn and contempt. An ef- 
fort is now*making, upon the demand of the great 
Northwest, to open up the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi river. This is an important object, for 
they want the markets of that country in which 
to sell their produc e. Let this policy prevail, and 
I tell you thatthe navigation of that river will be 
of but little consequence then, for that broad river 
will flow through a desert, and will have to be re- 
peopled before a market is furnished to that great 
seciion. 

The gentleman from Illinois who rants so fu- 
riously for the passage of this bill, and exhibits 
indiguation in repelling the idea that the present 
Army will be demoralized by this black army, 
and that the white man will not fight by the side 
of the negro, has certainly forgotten the verdict of 
the people of his own State, whenata recent elec- 
tion they preclaimed by a major ity of one hundred 
thousand that the negro was unfit to reside in that 
State. They put it in their constitution, their or- 
ganic ‘law , by that immense m: ajority , that the ne- 
gro, the object of that gentleman’s prayers, solici- 
tude yand sympathy, should not be allowed to live 
in Illinois. He is good enough for a soldier; but 
after the war is over and victory is won, if he goes 
to the gentleman’s State he is driven outas one cal- 
culated to demoralize society ,and unfit to livein the 
same country with the free white man. The gentle- 
man’s people will not let the negro live in his State 
because of his corrupting influences; yet he w ill 
take him in the Army, and say that the soldier in 
the Army who would not allow him to live in the 
same town, county, or State, will not object, but 
serve with alacrity by his side. They have Said 
he was unfit to live side by side with the white 
man in time of peace, in the ordinary avocations 
and pursuits of life; yet gentlemen will not take 
this expression of the people of a great State into 
consideration in making up their opinion upon 
this bill, and will insist upon this floor that no pre- 
judice exists in the minds of the soldiers or peo- 
ple against placing the black man in line of battle 

with the white man. 

How often have gentlemen upon the other side— 
the peculiar friends of the negro—said that Mis- 
souri is agreat State, and would be the greatest 
in the West bat for the existence of slavery; ; that 
the people of the free States, while they admit 
all its advantages, will not emigrate to it because 
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of the presence of the black race. So deeply seated 
ig this feeling that they seek other and less ad- 
yantageous localities to make their homes rather 
than live in communities where the black man 
lives. The presence of the black man in Mis- 
souri, they say, keeps out emigration to the State, 
although they would not necessarily be brought in 

tact; yet these gentlemen involve themselves in 
the inconsistency of saying that the white soldier 
would be content with his introduction into the 
Army, where they would necessarily and in- 
evitably be brought in contact with him. Rea- 
soning of this kind I am wholly unable to com- 
srehend. It contradicts itself. In many of the 
non-slaveholding States, from which the present 
Army is made up, the emigration of free negroes 
is prohibited, thus showing such an aversion to 
this race that they are unwilling to allow them to 
live in their midst as common laborers. The sol- 
diers coming from those States partake of this 
feeling,and willexhibit it when marshaled side by 
side with this class of persons. 

I shall vote against this bill because itis impol- 
itic and unwise. I shall vote against it because it 
will tend to servile insurrection with all the hor- 
rors incident toit. I shall vote against it because, 
if inaugurated by the Government, those in arms 
against it can, if they desire, putin the field three 
to our one of this class of soldiers, and put them 
in the field three times as quick. Already, when 
compelled to abandon any portion of their coun- 
uy, they withdraw with their army the stout, 
able-bodied men and women, leaving the old and 
infirm, the young and helpless, inside of our lines, 
thus throwing a burden and charge upon the Gov- 
ernment without any corresponding benefit. If I 
favored servile insurrection | would favor this bill. 
If I favored incendiarism, devastation, desolation, 
horrid butchery upon the innocent and unoffend- 
ing, | would favor this bill. If 1 favored the kind 
of murders and ravishments recently committed 
by the savagesin Minnesota, and could forget that 
my mother was a woman, I would favor this bill. 


Being with all my heart, body, soul, mind, and | 


strength, opposed to all these things, | oppose this 
bill, which, ifpassed, will bring about these results. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, then addressed 
the House. [His speech will be published in the 
Appendix.] 

Mr. STEVENS obtained the floor. 

Mr. MAY. I appeal to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to yield to me. 

Mr. STEVENS. I fear that I shall not have 
sufficient time. 

jn WICKLIFFE. We will give you plenty 
of time, 

Mr.STEVENS. [think I had better proceed. 


It seems to me that we have exhausted this sub- 


ject pretty well. I want to say a few words my- 


self. 

Mr. MAY. Not one of my colleagues has 
been heard on this question, and I desire to speak 
to it, 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland. We shall save time by it. | 
hope he will do it. 

Mr. STEVENS. Iam anxious to get a vote 
to-night, and fear that we shall not have time. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois, and others. You 
cannot get a vote to-night unless you yield. 

Mr. MAY. Will the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania afford me half an hour? That is all I ask. 


Mr. STEVENS. I believe the debate has al- 


ready been much longer than was stipulated the | 


other night. 

Mr. CRISFIELD. I hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will give an evidence of his good 
nature to the House and allow my colleague to be 
heard. He has not occupied the floor for one 
hour nor for one moment, I believe, during the 
present session. I make it a personal request to 
the gentleman to allow him to be heard now. 

Mr. STEVENS. Although I think this debate 


has ran longer than it ought to have done, longer 


than we had expected, yet if I can understand | 


that at the expiration of the half hour which the 
gentleman from Maryland desires to occupy, and 
after a few remarks from me, the vote can be 
taken to-night, without further delay, I will yield. 
Mr. VOORHEES and others. We will agree 
to that. 
_ The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion to that arrangement. 
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slovenly habits, 


| or civilized. Is 


| 
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| They are Startled by it 
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Mr. M AY. Mr. Spe aker, the respect that l fee | 
e . I 


for the peopl of the State Lin part represent, my 


knowledge of their feelings, their interests, and, I 
believ . their ultimate determinatu n, require me 
to state some objections to this measure. Sir, 
with respect to the relations of this question asa 
measure of Federal power, | am dismissed from 
all obligation to « sider it. As a manifestation 
of military strength, these measures are simply 
preposterous. As an evidence of national policy, 


they are eminently disgraceful. Sir, they will fail, 
and the enlightened opinion of mat kind will pro- 
nounce upon the attemptacondign judgment. To 
us who are familiar with the characteristics of the 
African race, these theories that sentimental gen- 
tlemen on the other s 
serve to amuse, 


ide so frequently present but 
Their ideas of the perfectibility 
of the negro are another lesson to instruct ws in 
that mortal presumption which raises questions 
with eternal power, and challenges the plans of 
the Creator. : 

platitudes sounded in this 
Hall and intended to elevate the negro to the same 
scale of being with the white man, without recog- 


Sir, | never hear these 


nizing an attempt to overthrow those gradations 
which He has established in the distributions of 
intellect, and am reminded of the admonitions of 
that noble Essay on Man, which | beg leave now 
to repeat for the edific: 





tion of these gentlemen: 


** Go, wiser thou, and in thy seale of sense 
Weigh thy opinion against Providence, 
Call impertection what thou fanciest such ; 
Say, here he gives too little, there too much. 
Destroy all creatures for thy sport or gust, 
And ery, if man’s unhappy, God’s unjust; 


If man alone engross not Heaven’s high care, 
Alone made mortal here, immortal there, 
Snatch from His hand the balance and the rod, 
Rejudge His justice, be the god of God.” 
Sir, we who recognize the amiable disposition 
of the domesticated African, his inert nature, his 


his clumsiness, his want of vigi- 
lance, and his timidity, know that of all human 
beings he presents the least qualifications for a 
Go to your soldiers at Port Royal, New 
Orleans, or Elampton, and ask them what they 
think of this, and they will tell you that the effort 
to erect the domesticated African into a soldier is 
a preposterous exhibition of human presumption 
and folly. Mr. Speaker, we are informed that his 
sable majesty, the King of Dahomey, has raised 
up around him, in the savage instincts of his race, 
an army tremendously 
yond all parallel in the records of history, savage 
itthe King of Dahomey whose 
example is to be presented here for our adoption 
in this enlightened, civilized, and Christian land? 
Do gentlemen consider, when they refer to in- 
stances of the employment of the negro in the war 
of the Revolution, or by that great commander at 
New Orleans, that there he was engaged in fight- 
ing on the side of his virtues?) And do they not 
see that the prop sition here isan atts mptto array 
him on the side of his vices, and make him emu- 
late the ferocious displays of the King of Daho- 
mey, or the liorrors of San Domingo? 

The people of Maryland recoil with abhorrence 
from a proposition that may lead to such results. 
j } The civilized, enlight- 
ened, and Christianized world will condemn to 
unmitigated scorn that legislation which would 
plant on our statute-book sa measure so infamous 
and infernal. Do we not recollect the thrill of 
instinctive emotion with which we have listened, 
when children, to the rehearsal of that noble 
philippic which Lord Chatham delivered against 
the proposition to employ savages in the war 
against our forefathers? The impulses which re- 
sponded to the noble eloquence of that great ora- 
tor were but the strong and emphatic admonitions 
of nature, which should ever guard us against 
measures so revolting to humanity. I do not 
hesitate to say that rather than these furies shall 
be Jet loose upon our countrymen * like Ate fresh 
from hell,”’ the people of my State will plant 
themselves in a defiant opposition to those who, 
regardless of every obligation both human and 
divine, have summoned such demoniacal agencies 
to maintain their power, 

But, sir, independently of the grounds of objec- 
tion I have stated, | am also opposed to this meas- 
ure because I am opposed to the war. I wish 
briefly to present my views on this ground of ob- 
jection. wish to do so with a feeling of pro- 
found grief for the situation of our country. No 


soldier. 


invineible, but cruel be- 


views of a personal nature, no feelings of resent- 
f dis 


nt or lisappdintment shall mingle with my 
is; no captlous criulucisms, hor yet a fac- 
is des 1, Sha may ne sincere views that I 
now pro > present. I approach with diffi- 
1) Ani wryre ‘ nthe ' , ondit ,of 
det and ap} hen 0 ippalung ¢ odition ef 
our bleeding country, and see 
‘ How nations stak, by darling schemes oppressed, 
When vengeance listen to the to ‘s request 


lation of its 
nes,at d, if | could deny the el 
year to try t 


be fore me, 


[ would avoid the suffer- 


uiums of duty, for- 


contem 


he difficult and embarrassing path 


l came here a Re presentative of pence and com- 
promise, and the determin dy adve rsary of mili- 
aimed my nominatt mn, 


tary coercion, No party c 
| a short statement of my views was acee pted, 


put 


und the people | have the honor to re present be- 
i wed the ai confide nee and ke ( ted me, No] irty 
hate d my election, and I enters d this | [all a Ri p- 
resentative of conciliation, an independent Rep- 


resentative. Foreseeing the futulity of arms in 
such acontest as was then impe nding, and believ- 
ing that the ruin which now seems so inevitable 
would follow the cruel strife that was to cleave 
open the hearts of kindre d and of countrymen by 
each other’s hands, in countless numbers, | have 
opposed and voted avainst every measure of this 
war. Nota drop of the blood of my countrymen 
An advocate of peace from the 
first and always, let no man, now that the sor- 
rows of our nation rise up to Heaven appealing for 
its sanctions, challenge or condemn my devotion 


to 1ts re al interests 


rests upon me, 


At the first called session of this Congress, and 
after the terrible lesson of Manassas had, as I 
fondly hoped, opened through the vistas of a 
bloody and hopeless future of strife the contem- 
lation of peace, I felt it was my duty to propose, 
at once, a plan of adjustment. I did so; but it 
met with no favor here.* Passion was yet longer 
to rule the sad destinies of our once happy land; 
and anger, hate, revenge, cold, calculating ava- 
rice, too,and foul corruption, tainting the very air, 
these were yet to hold an undisputed sway. 

Sir, it will be recollected that | then predicted the 
employment * of the cruel and merciless means”’ 
that are now presented for our adoption. And my 
Democratic friends will do me the justice to recol- 
lect the earnest etfert lL made to warn them avainst 
becoming pledged to the support of a war ‘* which 
would require them to disguise their civilization 
with the paint of the savage, and pursuing the war 
paths of this Administration, seize the tomahawk 
results from which they now 
so instinetively recoil. 

The present condition of our country can find 
no parallel in history. In vain can an example 
be searched for. A people the freest and happiest 
of the earth, we were blessed with the best Gov- 
ernment that ever has or will exist. Providence 
seemed to have preserved our continent undis- 


and scalping knife, 


yt a ; ra 
covered until the progress ofthe principles of free 


* At the extra session of this Congress, Mr. May offered 
the following, (see Congressional Globe, first session, 
Thirtv-Seveuth Congress, page 445:) 

+ Whereas the Governmentof the United States of Amer 
ica was created by its written Constitution, and derived its 
ist powers alone from the consent of the people, as con 
tained in that instrument, and it has no other powers, and 
iorce and arms can neither preserve nor rightiully be per 
mitted to violate its Constitution under any authority what 
soever; and whereas Washington aud other great 
patriots, who founded our General Government, solemnly 
warning their countrymen, predicted its destruction trom 
the establishment of a sectional political party; and they 
aiso entreated a spirit of Compromise Whenever necessary 
to preserve the Union; and whereas a civil war now exists 
among the States which have been united, and which, hav 
ing already prostrated the peace, prosperity , itd hApPpiDess 
of the people, and destroyed many valuabie citizens, now 
threatens their destruction in countiess numtbers, and by its 
inevitable tendency, if not necessity, the final overthrow of 

tree constitutignal government: Therefore, 

lL. Be it resolved, That the suecess of the Republican 
party, founded, as it ix, o4 a sectional, social, and political 
question, is justly responsible for the origin of our present 
national misiortunes. E 

“2. That the uncompromising spirit hitherto manifested 
by the representatives of that party has prevented a peace- 
ful compromise and adjustment of our unhappy difficulties 
when the same was practicable. r 

‘That if the present war continues, the only safety 
and refuge of constitutional government and civil liberty 
will be found in the constitutions and sovereignty of the 
| States, and afterwards, through them, the only hope 
of a future aud more harmonious reconstruction of the 


sages and 


severa 


- 4. That it is impossible by arms to subjugate the people 
fthe seceded States, united as they are in such numbers, 
so fully prepared and resolved, and actuated by motives 
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government were sufficiently matured by the wise 
and good of the earth to make America the an- 


nol d nlace for their development and happy 
i / > J 
trial. The circumstances of our st ttlement, the 
variousty pe oftheearly emigrants,the differences 


of religion, of habits, manners, customs, and in- 


stitutions, ail these conspire d to help the hopeful 
problem. And when the purifying fires of our 
glorious Revolution lit up the high motives and 
exalted the natures that made the patriot and the 
hero of 1789, then all that Heaven could do, and 
more than it had ever before vouchsafed to man, 
was done, to erect the noblest structure of a free 
government that had blessed the earth. 
patriot heroes did the rest. Consummate wisdom 
and a noble disinterestedness of purpose, guided 
by moderation, conciliation, and a spirit of com- 
promise, enabled these great men to finish the 
grand work of our majestic Constitution, Those 
who came next after them imitated their virtues 
and followed their example. ‘The Government 
of the United States flourished, expanded, and 
became at length the admitted equal of the great- 
estofearthly Powers, the mostadmired of nations, 


‘The land of the free and the home of the brave.” 


Unexampled prosperity and power had _ been 
gained. ‘The oppressed of the world hailed our 
asylum of liberty, and the divine right of mon- 
archs began * to pale its ineffectual fires’’ before 
the radiant splendor of our new Republic. The 
presentand the future, the citizen and the sojourn- 
er, the emigrant, the sighing children of liberty 
everywhere hailed our United States as the per- 
fection of human government. 

jut, sir, the necessities of labor and the cupidity 
of commerce sowed the fatal seeds of our discord. 
The ill-fated children of Africa, though led out 
from the captivity of barbarism, darkened as by 
a shadow the bright focus of our cultivation and 
finally have eclipsed it, and strangely and mysteri- 
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Those | 


ously the barbarism of Africa seems about to sub- | 


due the civilization of America. 

frican slavery was established in all the colo- 
nies, and those who are now engaged in destroying 
it have inherited and enjoyed the wealth it helped 
to create. Climate and soil unsuited to the negro 
slave banished him from New England and the 
North to the warmer regions of the South, and 
‘“a compensated emancipation’’ from a fruitless 
dominion fully satisfied all the demands of con- 
science or humanity. ‘There was then no sin in 
bringing these human chattels from their native 
shores—in originating their sad enslavement, or 
in parting from it for money. ‘* The precious price 
told down’’ then purged the moral sight, and sla- 
very stood only revealed in hideous wickedness 
when interest stepped aside and was released. Sir, 
foreseeing this result and fearing it, the founders 
of our system provided every security against it. 


estand most binding covenants that man can make 
in forms of government were provided, and faith, 


sacred faith in these guards of slavery were mu- 
tually given and accepted. No stronger obligation 
can man give to man than our Constitution pro- 
vides for this. It is in vain, sir, to consider any 
other or further guarantees. If these be not strong | 
enough, if faith such as this is to be broken, then 
there is nothing of human institution that can en- 
dure, and we find the inevitable end of free con- 
sented Government. 

The sin of slavery, if it be such, may be car- 
ried by a “*higher law”’ to heaven; but here upon 
this earth of ours, faith, the bond, the law, the 
Constitution—these are its justifications. Sir, our 
present national afflictions are the direct results of 
an intermeddling spirit at the North. Over and 
over again have the slaveholding States argued, 
remonstrated, appealed in every way, by every 
effort, to restrain the aggressive spirit of the North 
from these invasions on its rights of domestic sla- 
very; andthough often passion has defied and de- 
nounced its progress, reason has not failed to use 
its persuasive power. Compromise after compro- 
mise has been made, in the hope of averting or 
postponing the evil day of apprehended separa- 
tion. Sir, the convulsions of these attempts were 
the disregarded warnings of our present calamity. 
For years, for many years, have patient, thought- 
ful statesmen and patriots from North and South, 
in most impressive lessons, warned our country- 
men, and predicted our present situation as the 
inevitable result of these aggressions. But, alas, | 
in vain. Instigated by the earnestness and suc- 
cess of a small but mischievous party of fanatics, 
the lust of political power at the North at length 
seized upon the subject of slavery, and employed 
its humanitarian aspects for the mere sake of 
office or the rewards of party success, regardless 
of all the most sacred obligations of Government. 
Thus establishing a general and defiant spirit of 
lawlessness that, habitually aggressing upon the 
plainest rights of equality, left no hope of future 
peace and security to the South. And while sla- 
very was to be abolished at all events, yet no one | 
among its wisest enemies at the North was able to 
discover a practicable plan for the future disposal 
of the emancipated slave; nor, sir, to this hour 
has any such plan been provided. And while the | 
non-slaveholding States are equally responsible 
for the existence ofslavery among us, and are con- 
fessedly unable to relieve its evils—if such there 
are—and the slaveholding States are equally pow- 


erless to remove them, we yet find that such plans || any covenant with slavery, however solemnly 


| made. 


of alleviation and ultimate relief as the policy of 
their laws or schemes of colonization have at- 
tempted have been thwarted by the mischievous 
designs of the people of the North. The more im- 
proved and cultivated black man being refused a 


| residence among them by the policy of the laws | 


which represent the just pride and dignity of equals, of | 


trained freemen, of Aimerican citizens; and also believing, 
as they do to a man, that State, home, wife, children, prop 
erty, ali and every security and benefit of Governmentis at 
stake, and that the most cruel and merciless means, forced 
by the necessities of an exhausting and desolating war, are 
to be employed against them. 

*5. That in view of all these public calamities, and ta 
avoid them, recognizing the necessities which control 
human affairs, as our fathers of the Revolution did, it be 
comes the duty of Congress, before it closes its present ses 
sion, to provide for the appointinent of commissioners to 
procure an armistice between the contending armies, and 
restore peace at all events; and who shall be empowered 
to arrange a compromise to preserve the Union, if possible ; 
but if not, then a peaceful separation of the respective 
States of the Union, as well such as now claim to have se- 


D ystel ; UrILy | attending such residence, yet nevertheless these 
3efore the Union could be established, the strong- || ; y 


of some of the free States, resulting from the evils 


disinterested citizens of such States would inflict 
the greater evils of a permanent abode of the half- | 
civilized negro among»the people of the South. 
Delivering themselves by a Soadusl process from 
the evils attending the abolition of slavery, they 
propose, suddenly and without preparation, to set | 
free the slaves of the South, and bring inevitable | 
ruin upon the interests dependent upen their la- 


bor. Nay, more than this, would instigate the |) 


forceful brutal passions of the slave, on princi- 
ples ** of self-defense,’’ as the proclamation in- | 
sidiously presents it, to take the torch, or poison, 
or the knife against sleeping wife and children. 
Mr. Speaker, it was the settled conviction in | 
the minds of the people of the South that such | 


| were the plans of the people of the North, and 


eedod, as others which may by the sovereign will of their | 


citizens also hereafter ordain to secede ; and that the said 
commissioners be solemnly enjoined so to conduct their 
negotiations as to obtain, if possible, in the future, a happy, 


harmonious, and perpetual reconstruction of our Union of | 


States. 

“Mr. Bixnenam. I propose to debate that resofution. 

“The Speaker. ‘Then it must go over. 

‘Mr. May. I move to suspend the rules, for the pur- 
pose of allowing the resolution to be considered at this 
time. 

‘Mr. Lovesoy. I raise a question upon the reception of 
the resolution, that itis not within the order adopted by 
the House at the commencement of the session. 

“The Speaker. The gentleman from Maryland moves 


| Government of the United States had failed, or 


to suspend the rules, which isin order, it being within the 


last ten days of the session. 


‘*Mr. May demanded the yeas and nays upon his motion | 


to suspend the rules. 


* The yeas and nays were not ordered ; only seven mem- 
bere having voted therefor.” 


| 


| was the feeling, that such a state of constant and 


that the Federal power was to be the instrument | 
of such savage avgressions, that caused the se- | 
cession of their States. 
understand the subject know how justand natural | 


increasing apprehension had rendered the influ- 
ence of the General Government insupportable. 
They felt that not only Government, but even life 
itself was not worth having upon the terms of 
such habitual strife, anxiety, and alarm. The 


was about to fail, in those great objects of “ es- 
tablishing justice,’’ ‘‘ insuring domestic tranquil- | 
lity,’ and ** promoting the general welfare,’’ and 

which concerned so vitally their rights and hap- | 


They felt, and all who | 


BE. 





, 
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sectional interests of manufactures or of commerce 
had inflicted; but the influence of this complaint 
while it added to the prevailing discontent by as. 
cribing a selfish and domineering spirit to the 
North, offensive to ideas of equality, and raising 
up views of incompatible and conflicting interests. 
yet these causes alone could never have separated 
our Union. 

If the existence of these destructive influences 
has been heretofore denied, is there not now to, 
much reason to feel convinced that, however con- 
cealed, they have existed? Do not the feelings 
and motives that are signified in these measures 
now presented, and in the kindred transactions 
of Congress and the Executive, give every true 
lover of republican government the right to say 
that what wasa rebellion against law now stands 
justified before God and the nations of the earth 
as a revolution against the most direful oppres- 
sions that have ever threatened mankind? Hap- 
pily, however, sir, those whom the calamities of 
war have most afflicted are to be spared the terri- 
ble vengeance now denounced against them, and 
the menaces of the proclamation and of these meas- 
ures are turned into an invincible sword of de- 
fense. But loyal Maryland, Kentucky, Missou- 


| ri,and Delaware, these so precinct and praised 


| for their devotion, are to 


e the victims; faithful 
and defenseless, the sword of the presidential 
wrath pierces their vitals through the sides of the 
bleeding Constitution which they have so faith- 
fully supported. 

I repeat, it was the settled conviction of the 


| southern slaveholding States that an “‘irrepres- 


sible conflict’? did actually exist between them 


| and the people and States of the North, and which 


|| was promoted by the latter that ‘‘all must be free 
| or all slave; 
| itself cannot stand.’”’ 


** “that a house divided against 


Sir, it was the conviction 


| foreed upon the people of the South that these 


emphatic enunciations of opinion were but the 
slogans of an inevitable oppression that was fast 
approaching, was then in effect inaugurated with 


authority and power, which could not be averted, 


and would, unless at once resisted, attack and 
destroy their sacred rights of personal liberty, of 
personal security, and private property, the fun- 


_ damental rights of man, and for which if he will 


not give battle he deserves to lose. 
They believed that the North was abolitionized, 


'and had consequently abjured the obligations of 


This it was that made them renounce 


their allegiance and withdraw from the Union. 


3efore the Supreme Judge of the world they 
opened their hearts and resolved to offer up to Him 


| the responsibilities of their cause upon the field 


of battle. Sir, have not enough bleeding souls 
testified to these convictions in heaven already? 
Have we not, their countrymen, their fellow- 
men, received enough assurance of their sincerity, 
their devotion, their power? Must this desola- 


_ ting war yet go on? 


This solemn and momentous inquiry now tor- 


| tures the thoughts and anxieties of the just and 


the good. I am persuaded that the voice of all 
civilized and disinterested men is now on the side 
of peace—peace on any terms consistent with our 
liberties and honor. 

Let me, sir, briefly explore, with hopeful view, 
this pleasing inquiry— 

* The cause of truth and human weal, 
O God above, 


Transfer it from the sword’s appeal 
To peace and love.” 


Before I venture upon this, I wish to declare in 
all candor, as I ought to do, my settled convic- 


tion that the people of the confederated States will 
never again consent to restore our political Union. 


| I believe that their universal determination upon 


this point is final. They will not again put their 
trust in the guarantees of a written Constitution 
with the people of the North. They have tried 


it fairly, and it has failed. Sir, they believe, and 


I believe, that there is established a fixed and un- 
alterable antagonism between the sections where 
slavery is and is not allowed, and that no future 
political Union, as long as slavery exists, can 
ever be maintained between them upon any basis 
whatever. , 
It is folly now to expect it. The part of wir 


piness; and they resolved to separate from a Gov- || dom and of daty requires us to accept this irre- 
ernment mt could no longer either trust or en- || versible conclusion; and however it may disap- 


dure, Sir,t 


ey did complain of the injustice that |! point our hopes or interests, or mortify our pride, 
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we ought al once, in the precept of our own great 
Declaration of Independence, ** to acquiesce in the 
necessity that denounces our separation ;” to cast 
the plans of our future by the light it yet affords, 
or midnight darkness and utte rruin may ere long 
claim our republican destinies. 





Mr. Speaker, that eminent and far-seeing states- | 


man, the late Judge Douglas, avowed to me in 
April preceding his death, his solemn conviction 
that our political Union was at an end. I violate 
no confidence in repeating his opinions, since heas- 
sured me it was his purpose to publish his views 
at an early day; and if the sequel of his life may 
seem in conflict with these views there are those 


among his personal friends here on this floor, who | 


can reconcile his conduct, and show the conform- 
ity of his plans with a peaceful though it might 
bearevolutionary solution ofour national troubles. 
Judge Douglas, on that occasion, read to me an 
elaborate essay that he told me had cost him more 
thought and labor than any work of his life; that 
he feared it was too long, and he wished both to 
abridge and simplify it, so that it might be read 
and understood by all; that he would revise it at 
Chicagoand then give it to hiscountrymen. Death, 
alas! denied this most patriotic design. That es- 
say ascribed our present situation to the aggres- 
sive spirit of northern abolitionism. It declared 
his conviction that the union of our States as ori- 
ginally formed and maintained was finally de- 
stroyed, and no political union could exist again 
between the free and the slaveholding States; that 
such an idea must be abandoned, and a commer- 
cial union, founded upon the plan generally of the 
zollverein of the States of Germany, be accepted 
astheonly practicable arrangement to secure peace 
now and hereafter. That masterly paper, every 
word of which I heard read by himself, and which 


since his death I have endeavored in vain to pro- | 


cure for the benefit of its wise counsels to our 
countrymen, fully explained the plan, operation, 


and results of the zollverein, and showed how, | 


with certain modifications, it could be adapted to 
sustain all those principal causes and influences 
which have hitherto made the United States the 
happiest and most prosperous of nations. 

And now, sir, let me inquire what has been 
gained by the prosecution of the war? With an 
enormous disparity of forces and resources in fa- 
vor of the Federal Government, are we nearer the 
end of the conflict than when we begun? Does 
the present prospect of military affairs give en- 
couragement of a speedy or even successful term- 
ination of the strife? It must be confessed by all 


candid minds that these inquiries cannot be an- | 


swered in a way favorable to the cause of the 
Union. Besides the results of a few ineffectual 
victories, the invasion of the enemy’s country, 
and the capture of New Orleans or less important 
towns, what has been done but to destroy or maim 


thousands of lives, and waste and consume mil- | 


lions of property, and entail upon ourselves and 


posterity the burdens of an insupportable taxa- | 
tion? The present generation of young, gallant, | 


and hopeful men, with all their divine right to a 
long and happy life, cut down like grass before 
the scythe, and scattered in unknown graves, and 
the next generation, already bowed with affliction, 


and struggling from the loss of those whose pro- | 


tecting hands this desolating war has folded be- 
neath the sod, they, too, must add to their griefs 


the toilsome burdens of a life-long taxation, and || considered, sir, the motives that are now engaged 


dying transmit it to their children’s children. 

I have said, sir, that the judgment of the im- 
partial nations of Europe has already pronounced 
this war a failure. Are we too vain or too proud to 
be instructed by these testimonies before our eyes? 
Must multiplying visions of the dead, the dying, 
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of an immense standing army, and the utter ex- 
tinction of civil liberty there if not here; or on the 
other, in recognition of the confederate States 
as a nation, followed, if we are wise, by reéstab- 
lished intercourse and commercial relations, rec- 
onciling conflicting interests, which, while pre- 
serving peace at home, will at the same time 
secure a union against foreign aggression, and 
be the only means, by the sotiening influences it 
presents, of restoring any political relations in 
the future. Sir, a commercial union is all that is 
left for us to consider; a political union is utterly 
impossible. The sovereignty of the States, their 
constitutions and laws, the complete systems of 
government ordained and mafftained by them will 
secure every political right, or if not, t 1e delegated 
powers of the Federal or confederate systems may 
accomplish this. The material interests, the ben- 
efits of commerce, will be developed and secured 
by an American zollverein, while the moral or 
social antagonisms which have produced the war, 
or are produced by it, will find their only protec- 
tion in the authorities of international law; and 
all the sin of slavery, all accountability for it here 
and hereafter, will be forever washed away from 
the shrinking and sensitive souls of the North. 

Separation, RECOGNITION, dissolving finally all 
political and moral relations with the non-slave- 
holding States, now offers the healing balm to the 
wounded breast of the political abolitionist. ‘The 
earnest struggles his devotion has made attestits 
intensity in the council and the field, and the God 
of battles who hath watched his glowing zeal will 
vindicate the heroism of his efforts. Let his con- 
science then be calmed. 

Sir, the domestic law—the Constitution and its 
paper sanctions—has proved too weak for human 
passion—or conscience, if you please—and the law 
of nations and its dread arbiter, the sword, must 
hereafter keep the peace of our North American 
continent. 

Mr. Speaker, what can this civil war accom- 
olish? If the experience of the past may answer, 
it will exclaim, ruin, nothing but ruin, fighting, 
bloodshed, lamentation, desolation, anarchy, des- 
potism. Must it still go on— 

** Never ending, still beginning, 
Fighting still, and still destroying ; 
If the world be worth thy winning, 
Think, oh think it worth enjoying.” 

If, sir, the sword is yet to continue the dread 
arbiter between us, while I do not undervalue the 
courage of the Federal troops, | must yet ask you 
to consider the motives, the strength, and resources 
of the confederates. 

The fatal policy that a blind fenaticism has di- 
rected here and from the White Flouse, has sup- 
plied all that was wanting at the South. I do 


| know when I say that the despondency which 


denounced the advent of the Mayflower, and char- 


| acterized it as next to the fall of Adam the greatest 


evil that had afflicted man, was relieved when the 


| proclamation of ruin was.made againstevery right 


the maimed, or wounded, or sick yet pass in end- || 
less procession before our sorrowing eyes? Are | 


our ears yet longer to be filled with the agonies of 


women and little children? And, sir, are we here 


again to measure the toils and miseries of bowed || 


down labor in renewing exhausting tax bills or 
repeating schemes of revenue? I trust not; but 
hope, by the fawor of Heaven, we may at once be 
spared these horrors, and rejoice to see once more 
the haleyon gleams of peace. 

Mr. Speaker, if this war is to go on it can only 


of property, of liberty, of security at the South. 
I do know that when conscription acts were ar- 
raying the opposition, not only of the people, but 
of States, and bringing despair to the hopes of the 
South, that these proclamations raised up armed 
men as volunteers from every spot of ground, and 
added ten to defend the fireside where conscription 
demanded five for the confederation. Have you 


at the South in supporting this fearful contest, or 
the influence they must naturally exert over the 
minds of the Federal troops? Does the execu- 
tioner avert his face when the ax falls upon the 
sincere and conscientious, though it may be erring 
life of a countryman? Sir, the judge, the Presi- 
dent, the Cabinet, the Congress who pronounce 
the doom may sit cold and impassive, removed 


\| from the scene; but neither the soldier of the cross 
the poor chilled fireside and home? Are our tears | 
still to flow for these broken hearts, these bereaved || 


end on the one hand in the subjugation of the | 


South, followed by perpetual strife, and the ex- 


termination of the white or black race, the evils | 


or of republican liberty, of Christianity or civil- 


ization, will aid to strike down home and wife and || 


children. Notan American soldier, not one man, 


with a soul fit for the destinies of heaven, will | 


execute the horrors demanded by these procla- 
mations. Manhood recoiling from such infernal 
service, the soldiers themselves will stop this war 


| before raising their hands to help the merciless 


and inevitable fate denounced against sleeping | 


women and helpless children. 

Is there a heart of man South, ay, sir, or North, 
that will not pour out its last drop in such a cause? 
In that memorable speech on conciliation with 
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| America, delivered in the British Parliament by 
the great Burke, he discovered some views of ow 
nature that may now prove instructive, Speaking 
for peace then, as | do now, and enumerating the 
influences that distinguished the 


people of our 
northern and southern colonies, he said: 

** Sir, L can perceive by their manner that some gentle 
men object to the latitude of thia description; because in 
the southern colonies the Church of England forms a large 
body, and has a regular establishment. it is certainly true 
There is, however, a circumstance attending these colonies 
which, in my opinion, fully counterbalances this difference, 
and makes the spirit of liberty still more high and haughty 
than in those to the northward, [tis that in Virginia and 
the Carolinas they have a vast multitude of slaves. Where 
this is the case in any partof the world, those who are free 
are by far the most proud and jealous of their treedom 
Freedom is to them uot only an enjoyment, but a kind of 
rank and privilege. Not seeing there that freedom as in 
countries where it is a common blessing, and as broad and 
reneral as the air, may be united with much abject toh, 
with great misery, with all the exterior of servitude, liberty 
looks, among them, like something that is more noble and 
liberal. I do not mean, sir, to commend the superior mo 
rality of this sentiment, which has at least as much pride 
as virtue in it; but Ll cannot alter the nature of man. The 
fact is so; and these people of the southern colonies are 
much more strongly, and with a higher and more stubborn 
spirit, attached to liberty than those to the northward. Such 

| were all the ancient commonwealths; such were our Gothic 
ancestors; such in our days were the Poles; and such will 
be all masters of slaves who are not slaves themselves. to 
such a people the haughtiness of domination combines with 
the spirit of freedom, fortifies it, and renders itinvincible.” 


Sir, the people of the North are profoundly ig- 
norant equally of the nature and characteristics of 
the white citizen of the South as they are of the 
nature and characteristics of the negro. 

Why, sir, if it be ascertained that we can no 
longer be united in harmony, in peace, bringing 
prosperity and happiness in their train, why 
should a union be enforced ? 

If the consent of the governed, the consent of 
so considerable a portion of those who have now 
dissolved their political relations, be refused, why 

| compel at such fearful cost a union with burning 
hate, revenge, and eternal discord? There is no 
free republican Union, no real union of our Amer- 
ican States or people but such as free consent 
gives, bringing a willing obedience, loyalty, and 

| the principles of public virtue to supportit. No 
other is either worth creating or worth presery 
ing. These, sir, were the sentiments of our fore- 
fathers, and will be of our posterity. If they are 
not ours, it is because we are blinded by passion. 

Mr. Speaker, we are told that the Almighty 

| fixes the boundaries of nations; that the rock- 
ribbed mountains and the flowing rivers are the 
eternal ligaments that, binding men together in 
one union, mark the limits of political States, and 
which, being the work of his hands, we must not 
presumptuously venture to disturb; that geogra- 
phy and the physical things of the earth, and not 
its peoples, are the subjects of government. 
This, sir, is a beautiful theory, and admirable 
for its moral design; but, sir, the history of man 
and his governments from the beginning of the 
world refutes it. 
What constitutes a State ? 
Not high rais’d battlements, or labor’d mound, 
Thick wall, or moated gate ; 
Not cities proud, with spires and turrets crown’d; 
Not bays and broad arm’d ports, 
Where, laughing at the storm, rich navies ride ; 
Nor starr’d and spangled courts, 
Where low-brow’d baseness wafts perfumes to pride— 
No! men, high-minded men 


; 
* * * * * - - . 


Men who their duties know, 

But know their rights; and knowing, dare maintain, 
Prevent the long-aimed blow, 

And crush the tyrant, while they rend the chain— 
These constitute a State. 

Sir, 1 do not propose to enter further into this 
inquiry than to point to the records geography 
herself unfolds, ali round the world, to overthrow 
this asserted power, I do not venture to deny the 
influence that the laws of nature exert in fixing 
the boundaries of nations; but, sir, | dispute their 
presiding power. The limits that separated our 
colonies, the pride and dominion of State power, 
and even the now warring spirit of secession, are 
but so many proofs that the reformed institutions 
we have attempted to establish in this New World 
of ours can find no preserving aid in the physica! 
plans of our Creator. 

However pleasing to our hopes, or soothing 
to our anxieties, we must dismiss these delusive 
ideas. Our honorable love of empire, or of union, 
must yield to the nature of man, and, until we can 
|| alter it, be contented to find the jurisdictions, at 
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least of free government, in those boundaries hi 


consent or his passions have fixed. 

Can all the rain that falls upon the Alleghai y’ 
f . n the swift torrents, or the tides that 
swell tl bank of the Pot mac, or Rap MADAan- 
! j r ( ! ind,or M ISSIPN!, WAaSh away 


i m kindred hearts the memories of the pre« us 


cruel war has shed? Can mountait 
hide from sorrowing eyes those graveyard h 


ways that stretch across the land— 


‘« Where every turf beneath th t 

Hath been a soldier's sepul , 
Or rivers sink beneath their beds the whitened 
bones that choke their channels up? Can home, 


and allits fond endearments, smouldering in ashes, 
be forgotten? Can the agony of the broken heart 
Can flaming anger, hate, revenge, be 
soothed; or pride, ambition, glory, all subdued ? 
No. Mr. Speaker: you may subjugate, exterm- 
you can tear 


be cured? 


inate the southern yy ople , but until 


out each living heart and throw it to the dogs of 


war, you can never reunite them with you in a 
polit cal unton. 

I shall not stoop to consid ina comparison 
with the profound motives I have here presented 
the questions of material interest that may be 1n- 
volved, or count in mercenary measure 
cious lives of my countrymen. 

Sir, the v le of our Union 
and not foree; and when I hear the 


the latter appealing to ** the nation 
| ; 


s the pre- 


t 






| prinety Is consent 
advocates of 
* and “its uni 


ty,’’ I recognize at once the insidious arguments 
for a centralized power to be erected upon the 
ruins of the Republic. And, sir, the views that 
find inevitable force in the arrangements of our 
yhysical geography, have, | fear, the same un- 
happy tendency. ; 

Until my honorable friend from Ohio {[Mr. 
Vau ANDIGHAM |—Whose powt rful arguments for 
peace | so much admire, and whose sincere de- 
votion to his countr¢? | have so much reason to 
know—can “alter the nature of man,”’ he will 
ardon me for rejecting, as | do, the bright hopes 
1¢ presents. 

It is the part of wisdom and of duty to recog- 
nize the necessities that control all human affairs. 
If we cannot restore all that is lost, let us at least 
preserve what is left. If we cannot reéstablish a 
political union, let us, while saving our constitu- 
tional liberties, retrieve a union for peace and for 
commerce, 

Mr. Speaker, the question now before us is be- 
tween separation and subjugation. Let us not de- 
ceive ourselves. We must choose between these 
fearful alternatives, and take the olive branch, or 
closer clutch the sword. I have made, sir, my 
choice, and intend to abide its issue. As I have 
from the first, so [ will to the last, stand by the side 
of peace and constitutional liberty. Rather than 
the havoc of this desolating war with its appalling 
effects shall be longer continued I would prefer to 
see the Union, the States, counties, cities, and 
towns with their governments all separated and 
dissolve d,ifpe uce fully, into the elements of society 
or of nature; and trust to find in the wants of my 
fellow-men, undebauched by the lawlessness of 
war, yet purified by the adversity of their failure, 
the principles and motives of a more harmonious 
reconstruction of Government. Rather than meet 
the anarchy or despotism, or both, that are now 
so surely approaching us in the background of 
this fraternal strife to destroy the few remaining 
sanctions of our Constitution, and sink every hepe 
of any union and all free government, I for one 
would atonce stop this war, AND, RECOGNIZING THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, re- 
store peace, prosperity, and happiness; and then 
try, in an earnest spirit of conciliation and honor- 
able compromise, to regain all that may be prac- 
ticable. The patriotism and velor of our country- 
men has been vindicated; and where duty has been 
honorably discharged, no censures can justly rest 
upon either errors or misfortune. 

To conclude, sir, let me repeat that if I am to 
be forced to lose either, | prefer to save the Con- 
stitution of my country at the expense of parting 
from the seceded States. 

« Patria cara, carior Libertas.” 

I wish, Mr. Speaker, to give notice of and to 
present the following resolutions which embody 
the plan of adjustment I intend to propose, and 
which are substantially the samé that I presented 
at the first called session of this Congress: 

Whereas the deplorable civil war now existing between 


to have all the amendments voted on. 


| of the geritleman from Indiana, [Mr. Porter.] I 


was in order. 


| made the other night by my antagonist over the 


the States heretofore composing our Union has failed to 


restore it, and if continued longer will destroy all hope of 
its restoration in the future, as originally formed and inain 

tained by our Federal Constitution, and no other political 
union either desirabl practicable ; and whercas, the 
interests of humanity, of civilization, and the future of 
free constitutional government, all concur in requiring that 
tli eadiul contest of arms should be terminated: There 


Re it res ed, 1. That it is the duty of Congress at once 
to effect an armistice be 
veen the contending armies, and to secure peace at all 
events, That said commissioners be empowered, by 
compromise, to restore the Union if possible; but if not, 
then to arrange the terms of a peaceful separation from the 
Union. as well of those States which now claim to have 
seceded, as of such others as, by the will of their people 
in sovereign couventi@ns assembled, may hereatter ordain 
to secede; and that said commissioners be solemnly en 
ned so to conduct their negotiations as to secure, by 
every proper and honorable means, if practicable, a more 
harmonious and permanent reunion of all the States ina 
‘ 
1 


y aAppotnt —— commissioner 


ommercial if not a political system. 3. That said com 
nissioners make a report of their transactions to Congress 
asx soon as possible, in order that such legislation may be 
provided as may be necessary to assemble the people of the 
several States in convention to determine their action in 
the premises. 4. That in the event of a refusal by the Gov 
ernment of the United States to secure peace, and the only 
treunion upon the termsand by the means herein 
provided, or by some other practicable plan, it is hereby 
ro commended tothe governments of the several States now 
composing the Union at once to take measures to efiect 
these obje 


Mr. STEVENS then addressed the House for 
an hour, and closed by moving the previous ques- 


tion. ([EIis speech will be published in the Ap- 
pendix.} 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I have gotan answer pre- 


pared to the speech of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. I should like the privilege of having 
il printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. Oh, yes; let the gentleman 
print it. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Very well. That is all 
l ask. 

(Mr. Wickuirre’s speech will be published in 
the Appendix. | 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the previous question be 
seconded, and the main question ordered, how far 
does itapply? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. CAMPBELL 
in the chair.) It applies to the motion to refer and 
amendments, and until the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Allow me to make an in- 
quiry of the gentlemen on the other side. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It can be done 
by unanimous consent. 

“There was no objection. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I wish to know whether, 
if the call for the previous question be sustained, 
whether it is intended thereby to preventa vote on 
the amendmentsthat have been submitted but were 
not in order? My understanding was that we 
were to have votes on these amendments without 
the operation of the previous question. I have no 
objection to the debate being closed, but 1] desire 
I have pre- 
pared an amendment which many of the gentle- 
men in favor of this bill have assured me they are 
willing to vote for. I desire not to have it shut 
out from the possibility of being voted on. I deem 
the opposite course as contrary to the caprtulation | 


way, who said we should have an opportunity to 
offer amendments. We do not want to discuss 
the subject any further. Let us vote for the 
amendments in the order in which they were pre- 
sented. 

Mr. STEVENS. I must say that when we 
made the arrangement on Friday night, I never 
understood anything more by it than that votes 
should be taken on the amendments regularly 
pending. There was no understanding on this 
side beyond that. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to make a single | 
statement. I have been requested by gentlemen on | 
| 
| 


both sides of the House to propose an amendment | 
which embodies the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, and also, perhaps, one of those of | 


supposed, and we all supposed, the amendment | 
[ find, however, that owing to the | 
peculiar form in which the pending amendments 
are presented: one as a substitute for the bill and 
the other as a substitute for the amendment, no 
further amendment is in order. I wish very much 
that my amendment might be read, and thena vote 
taken upon it. 
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Mr. CASEY. I have an amendmentthat | de- 
sire also to have read. 

Mr. PIKE. I would suggest that all the amend. 
ments that have been proposed but which are not 
pending may be read, and then we will know how 
to act. 

There being no objection, the several amend- 
ments heretofore proposed to be offered when the 
proper opportunity should arrive, were read. 

Amendment of Mr. Diven: 


Suike out all after the enacting ciause of the bill, ang 
insert as follows: . 

That the President be authorized, by proclamation or 
otherwise, to invite the enrollment of negroes from the 
States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Geor 
gia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and 
Arkansas, and to enroll the same in the service of the 
United States, to be employed as teamsters, nurses, wait 
ers, or otherwise as non-combatants, or to be mustered int ) 
companies, regiments, or other divisions, as to the Presj 
dent may seem proper, to be officered with officers of the 
reguiar Army, and subjected to the discipline, rules, and 
reguiations of the Army of the United States, to be employed 
in trenches, garrison, and other duty, in such localities as 
are deemed most unhealthy to unacclimated white wen. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That ‘’.e enlistment 
of such negroes may be for three years, unless the war 
shall sooner terminate, in which case it shall be during the 
war. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in case any negro 
enrolling himself shall have a wife or children, and shal| 
bring with him to the camps such wife and children, the 
commanding officer may employ such wife or children of 
suitable age, for cooks. nurses, servants, or otherwise, ag 
to such commanding officer may seem proper, and provide 
such quarters, rations, and clothing, either in or out of the 
camp, for such women and children as may seem right and 
proper to such commanding officer; but such women and 
children shali at all times be subject to the rules and regu- 
jJations of the Army, and to the orders of the officer in com- 
mand. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the pay of every 
negro so enrolled shall be the monthly pay of a private in 
the regular Army of the United States, but an amount not 
exceeding one half of such wages may be applied to the sup 
port of children of such enrolled negro, when, in the opinion 
of the officer in command, the services of the wife or chil- 
dren of such negro do notamount to enough for their neces- 
sary support. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That at the expiration 
of the term of service of any such negro, or upon his being 
honorably discharged, the Government shall, in Jieu of ail 


| Other bounty, pay the expense of the emigration of such 


negro, and his wife and children, if any, to Hayti, Liberia, 
or such Government or colony as such negro may elect to 
emigrate to, and shal! provide in such Government or colony 
a home tor such negro, with six mouths’ support for him- 


| self and family. 


Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That if the slaves of 
any person or persons who have been and continued loyal 


| to the Government of the Cnited States shall be employed 
| and emigrated by the operation of this act, such loyal citi- 


zen or citizens shall be entitled to just and reasonable com- 
pensation for his claim to the service or Jabor of such slave. 


Amendment of Mr. Morrixz, of Vermont: 
Add at the end of the bill, as follows: 


Provided, Tiat nothing herein contained, or in the rules 
and articles of war, shall be so construed as to authorize 


|| Or permit any officer of African descent to be appointed to 


rank, or to exercise military or naval authority over white 


| Officers, solders, Or men in the military or naval service of 
; the United States ; nor shall any greater pay than ten dol 


lars per month and rations be allowed or paid to privates 
or laborers of African descent which are or may be in the 
military or naval service of the United States. 


First amendment of Mr. Porter: 


Add to the bill, as follows: 

Sut no person of African descent shall be admitted as a 
private or oflicer of any regiment in which white men are 
in the ranks; nor shall any person of Atrican descent, in 
any case, be placed in command of white soldiers. 


Second amendment of Mr. Porter: 

Add as follows: 

Nor shall persons of African descent owing service or 
labor to loyal inhabitants of States whose constituted au- 
thorities maintain their allegiance to the United States, be 
recruited or received into the military or naval service. 


Amendment of Mr. Wickuirre: 


Insert at the end of the bill, as follows: 

Provided, That no recruiting stations shall be established 
in the States of Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia, Kev- 
tucky, Tennessee, or Missouri, nor shall the slaves resident 
in those States be enlisted or used as volunteers, nor shall 
said regiments be employed or stationed in said states. 


Amendment of Mr. Maynarp: 


Add as follows: 

Provided, That no recruiting stations shall be established 
in the States of Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, or Missouri, without the consent of the 
Governor and Legistature of the State in which it is pro 
posed to establish such stations; nor shall the slaves resi- 
dent in these States be enlisted or used as volunteers, nor 
shall said regiments be employed or stgtioned in said States. 
Nor shal! persons of African descent, Owing service or Jabor 
to loyal inhabitants of States whose constituted authorities 
maintain their allegiance to the United States, be recruited 
or received into the military or naval service. 


Amendment of Mr. Casey: 


Add at the end of the bill,as follows: 
Provided further, That the slaves of loyal citizens in the 
States exempt by the President’s proclamation of January 
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